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‘HE TRACTOR AROUND THE WORLD 


C. V. Hull 


ANY know that the gas tractor in- 

VM dustry has grown with amazing 
. rapidity in North America. This 
country, no doubt, leads in power farm- 
ing. However, there are other parts of 
the world in which gas tractors are bound 
to be used extensively. 

‘The great plains of Europe, in Russia 
and Austria-Hungary, offer a fine field 
for gas tractors. Before the European 
war, tractors were exported from the 
United States in large numbers, to these 
and other plains of Europe. Now they 
ire going for military purposes. 

In parts of Europe, capable experts 
and operators can be had. In others the 
problem is a serious one. I talked of 
this with a field man sent out by an 
\merican company. He was in Europe 
at the beginning of the war, and had 
some trouble in getting back to New 
York City. In discussing the question, 
he said: 

‘In Hungary, the greatest difficulty 
came from the lack of trained operators. 
The men started the engines and ran 
them as long as they would go, with no 
thought of inspection or repair. While 
\merican operators are more careless 
than those I saw in Europe, they are 
wore skillful in adjusting and repairing.” 

“Besides,” he added, “the war has taken 
all the best men, so that power farming 
his a serious backset in Europe.” 

Of course this is only an opinion, for 
no one can say what will occur before, 
and after, the war ends. Many who have 
studied the situation think that the enor- 
mous loss of horses will make power 
farming necessary. Whether American 
or Kuropean machines will be used re- 
mains to be seen. It seems reasonable, 
however, to suppose that the end of the 
war will release a great number of opera- 
tors who have had practical experience 
with trucks and tractors. 

So far as I can learn, gas tractors have 
heen but little used in Asia, though a 
number of Indian princes have bought 
outfits. Perhaps the scarcity of tractors 
in Asia is due to the abundance and 
cheapness of human labor, and the conse- 
quent small sizes of cultivated areas. 

South Africa is interested in modern 
methods. Several gas tractor contests 
have been held in that region, with valu- 
able prizes offered. The warm climate 
and broad plains are favorable to power 
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farming. Some time since I read a letter 
in one of the trade papers in which the 


correspondent predicted a great future 
for that section, and said that tractors 
would be much used. 

Two American tractors were delivered 
to Nairobi, British East Africa, a few 
years ago. This place is near the coast 
and almost on the equator. The agent 
who went out with them found a very 
warm, lazy climate and a very productive 


also now a tractor market. No doubt 
mechanical power in considerable quan- 
tity will be required for the agricultural 
development of that great island. 
Tractors are used extensively in South 
America. One pioneer company used a 
tractor some years ago to haul wool to 
market, 90 miles away. Recently Argen- 
tina had a contest in which the winning 
gas tractor received $50,000 for its prize. 
Beyond question, gas tractors will be just 





American Machinery in the Russian Grain Provinces 


country. Big game and wild ostriches 
were visible from the plowing field. The 
natives were rather indifferent, and not 
very good help about the machinery. He 
says that the tsetse fly and other pests 
make it impossible to use horses. Under 
certain conditions the soil gets very hard, 
and is plowed with difficulty. He seemed 
to think that tractors of simple, rugged 
construction would be required for the 
development of that part of Africa. 

The United States government, so I 
have been told, had excellent success with 
tractors for road-building in the Philip- 
pine Islands. Several alcohol burning 
tractors are also used in Cuba. Australia, 
nearly as large as the United States, is 
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as- important in the development of the 
South American plains as they have in 
that of the North American prairies. 

It is true, however, that it is in North 
America that tractors have been mostly 
used. One can travel in scarcely any 
part of the plains country without seeing 
them. Rice growers, wheat raisers, corn 
belt farmers, and Pacific Coast orchard- 
ists find the tractor an efficient and eco- 
nomical machine. 

When one sees a tractor-drawn plow 
turning the soil steadily and rapidly, in 
cold or in heat, day and night, he can 
understand why tractors are used. No 
animals suffer; with reasonable care there 
are no delays, and the work is done with 


An American Tractor Hauling 44 Tons of Shelled Corn in Argentina 


small expense, especially if there is much 
to do or if the conditions are severe. 

I remember watching a tractor outfit 
at work in a ricefield, with the thermom- 
eter standing at 110 degrees. The fore- 
man told us that the work could not be 
done with mules under such conditions. 
The men running the outfit had big sun- 
shades, and seemed not to mind the heat 
in the least. 

The reasons for the growing popularity 
of mechanical power are becoming evi- 
dent. The European war has proved the 
superiority of trucks and tractors. In 
nearly every issue the illustrated papers 
show truck trains and tractors pulling 
field guns. Because of the severe climate 
and other conditions, the United States 
government used trucks on the Mexican 
border. Horses and mules have been 
practically discarded, from _ necessity 
rather than because the officers favored 
the change. 

In peace as well as in war, trucks and 
tractors are tireless and efficient. Ani- 
mals cannot endure the heat and the in- 
sects of a warm region, neither can they 
stand the long hours which are necessary 
in the cooler regions with their shorter 
seasons. Men can operate tractors in the 
most difficult situations with comparative 
comfort. In addition, it is conceded that 
work can be done cheaper with gas 
tractors than with animal power if the 
conditions are at all favorable. 





The Broker’s Commission 


A North Dakota mill asks an opinion 
as to its liability for a broker’s commis- 
sion, under the following circumstances: 

The mill’s Chicago broker sold several 
cars of flour to a customer. When next 
to the last car was received and all but 10 
sacks had been used, the customer claimed 
that the shipment was moldy, and _ noti- 
fied the mill that unless an allowance to 
the extent of about one-half the value of 
the flour should be made, the last car in 
transit would be rejected. 

The mill disallowed the customer’s 
claim, and when the last car arrived in 
Chicago, the broker advised that it be 
diverted on account of its being found 
on inspection to be a trifle unsound, and 
the mill so diverted it. 

The broker requests payment of his 
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An Electrically Equipped Harvester in South Australia 


commission on the last car, and the mill 
disputes liability. 
* a 

We are of the opinion that the com- 
mission should be paid, unless there was 
some agreement to the contrary in the 
mill’s arrangements for representation by 
the broker. 

Evidently, a binding contract for sale 
of the flour to the customer had been 
made, and had the last shipment, on 
which the commission is claimed, been 
sound, the customer would have been 
legally bound to receive it, notwithstand- 
ing any unsoundness of the preceding 
shipment. 

So, it appears that the failure of de- 
livery of the last car was due to no omis- 
sion on the part of the broker, but rather 
to the mill’s failure to ship sound flour, 
in which case there is no good reason why 
the broker should lose his stipulated com- 
mission. A. L. H. Srreer. 





MILL EMPLOYEES BUY STOCK , 


Plan of Russell-Miller Milling Co., Minneap- 
olis, for Interesting Its People in the 
Business—Over Half Own Stock 


For five years, the Russell-Miller Mill- 
ing Co., Minneapolis, has had in force 
a plan for permitting its own employees, 
as well as those of two auxiliary elevator 
companies, to buy stock in the parent 
company on a favorable basis. About 60 
per cent of its people have taken ad- 
vantage of the arrangement. The com- 
pany, in a circular letter, dated Jan. 30, 
1917, in offering further stock to those in 
the service of the Russell-Miller Milling 
Co., the Occident Elevator Co. and the 
Electric Steel Elevator Co., says: 

During the past five years stock sub- 
scription series A, B and C have been 
issued by the company and subscribed 
by employees with an interest that has 
been most gratifying to the directors. If 
any employees were suspicious at the out- 
set that the company was seeking to sell 
them stock because it wanted their 
money, it is certain that that suspicion 
has long since disappeared and the sin- 
cere desire of the directors to offer a 
first-class investment and savings propo- 
sition to the many loyal and faithful 
members of its operating force, in whose 
welfare they feel the greatest interest, is 
now fully understood. 

The price at which the stock can now 
be offered is necessarily advanced, be- 
cause of additions to the company’s sur- 
plus during the past two years, but is 
well within its present book value. Be- 
lieving that many of our people are now 
desirous of an opportunity to subscribe, 
the directors have voted to offer at this 
time 600 shares of the common capital 
stock at $200 per share, on terms which 
follow, varying only slightly from those 
of their preceding series. Following are 
the terms of this offer: 

1. All subscriptions shall be made with 
the express understanding that the de- 
cision of the executive committee of the 
Russell-Miller Milling Co. shall at all 
times be final with respect to the rights or 
interests of the subscribers or any ques- 
tion relating to same. 

2. No fractional shares shall be issued, 
but each subscription shall.be for a whole 
number of shares, with the understand- 
ing that all or any part of same may be 
allotted to the subscriber as the executive 
committee may determine. 

3. The following table shows the maxi- 
mum number of shares which may be 
subscribed for by employees whose sal- 


aries or wages are within the respective 

limits stated: 
Receiving annual 
salaries of— 


$1,000 or less 
1,000.01 to $1,300 


Maximum 
number 


shares 


1,300.01 to shares 
1,700.01 to shares 
2,100.01 to shares 





2,400.01 to shares 


Subscriptions will not be accepted from 
employees receiving an annual salary of 
more than $3,000. An employee of any 
class is not obliged to subscribe for the 
full number of shares which he may be 
privileged to subscribe for, but if he so 


credited to the account of the subscriber 
until the stock is fully paid and issued to 
him, after which dividends will be paid 
in the same manner as to other stock- 
holders. 

6. In case a subscriber shall cancel his 
subscription, or leave the employ of the 
company before his stock shall have been 
fully paid for, there will be returned to 
him the exact amount of the payments 
made by him on account, with interest at 
five per cent per annum on the same 
from time of payment, but he shall 
forfeit all dividends theretofore credited 
to his account, or then accruing, and he 





The Tractor as an American Road-Builder 


elects, he may subscribe for a lesser num- 
ber. 

4. Payment of the subscriptions shall 
be made in monthly installments, to be 
deducted from the salary or wages of the 
subscriber to the amount of $2, $3 or $4 
per month per share, as the subscriber 
may elect. A subscriber may have not to 
exceed six years to pay for his stock. 
Interest at the rate of 5 per cent per an- 
num will be charged on deferred pay- 
ments on stock. 

5. From the date on which payments 
begin, and during. the continuation of such 
payments, dividends on the stock will be 


shall also forfeit the special allowance 
provided for in section seven following, 
and no interest will be charged him on 
deferred payments; and thereupon his 
subscription and all interest in the stock 
to which the same relates shall cease. 
Whenever such payments shall have been 
discontinued without the consent of the 
company for a period of three months, 
his account will be closed forthwith as 
of a date 30 days subsequent to his last 
payment, and his payments on account 
returned to him as above stated. 

A subscriber who decides to cancel his 
subscription must cancel all of it. 
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7. As soon as the stock shall have been 
fully paid for, it will be issued in the 
name of the subscriber, who may then sell 
his certificate whenever he chooses, but 
as an inducement for him to keep it and 
to remain continuously in the employ of 
the company, or one of its subsidiary 
companies, the following offer is made: 

If he will not sell or part with the stock, 
but keep it, and in December of each 
year for five years, beginning with De- 
cember, 1917, exhibit the certificate to the 
treasurer of the company, together with 
a certificate from a proper officer to the 
effect that he has been continuously in 
the employ of the company, or one of its 
subsidiary companies, during the preced 
ing year, and has shown a proper interes! 
in its welfare and progress, he will- 
during each of such five years—receive a 
special allowance at the rate of $5 for 
each share of stock, said special allowance 
to be credited upon his stock subscription 
account until the same is fully paid up, 
and the balance of the five special allow- 
ances to be given him in cash. 

8. As a further incentive for subscrib- 
ers to remain continuously in the com- 
pany’s employ and to guard the company’s 
best interests at all times, those special 
allowances of $5 per share as provided 
for in section seven, which have accrued 
at the time of cancellation of any sub- 
scription, and which are forfeited by dis- 
continuing subscribers, will be paid into 
a special fund; this fund will be credited 
with 5 per cent per annum interest, and 
at the end of the five-year period the 


‘ total amount thus accumulated will be 


distributed by the company to employees 
whom it finds deserving thereof, and who 
shall have continued their subscriptions 
and remained in such employ for the 
whole five years. 

9. If a subscriber dies while faithfully 
serving the company or one or another of 
its subsidiary companies, during such 
five-year period, the amount of money 
theretofore paid by him on account of 
the stock he was purchasing, together 
with all dividends and special allowances 
credited upon his subscription—or then 
accruing—will be turned over to his 
estate; to the amount thus computed there 
will also be added a sum equal to $5 per 
share for each of the five years not then 
expired, and also a pro rata amount of 
the special fund arising from forfeitures 
referred to in section eight preceding, 
which may have accrued at the time of 
his death. 

10. In case a subscriber becomes per- 
manently disabled before the termination 
or completion of his stock subscription 
contract, the company may—under the 
direction of the executive committee 
assist him by extension of terms, or other- 
wise, to complete his subscription and 
acquire possession of the stock subscribed 
for; or it may terminate the subscription 
and refund to him the payments made 
by him on account, together with interest 
at 5 per cent per annum on the same 
from time of payment, and any or all of 
the special death benefits provided for in 
section nine; it being understood that the 
decision of the executive committee in 
such event shall be made with due regard 


(Continued on page 406.) 





. A Tractor at Port Elizabeth, near the Southern End of Africa 
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Roller Mills, “reminds. me of a feller who come 
down here a few Jears back and built a summer 
© cottage on the bank of Rattlesnake Crick. “The 
~~ spring rise come along an’ took it clean away. 
Next year he was here with a houseboat when 
‘crick Was on a rampage, an’ when he left he 
tied her to the bank. When he come back 
in the fall he found the fool boat halfway up the 
WY) Mside of the mounting. I’ve knowed jes’ one man 
eat the market, an’ he lost it in a mine.” 


“(This here guessin’ the 
market,” said Old Dad 
Fetchit, of the Fish River 











THE DUTY OF TODAY 


At this writing it seems highly prob- 
able that, despite the long-continued and 
consistent effort of this country to remain 
out of the war, it will be forced into it 
in defense of international law and the 
protection of American lives and prop- 
erty. 

The Northwestern Miller has sedulously 
endeavored, ever since the war began, to 
avoid discussion of the subject in its 
columns, holding, it thinks rightly, that 
a trade journal is no place in which to 
express opinions on the merits of issues 
over which nations are in conflict. 

Moreover, since innumerable journals 
afford ample opportunity for such dis- 
cussion, there was no need for the in- 
clusion of trade publications in this 
world-wide agitation; it simply added to 
the confusion, and accomplished no good 
whatever. 

While the actual facts, as they affected 
finance, transportation, wheat-raising, 
milling and the bread supply, were pub- 
lished as they occurred, The Northwestern 
Miller held its peace, regardless of its 
convictions, touching the underlying 
causes of the war, nor has it departed in 
the slightest degree from strict neutrality 
in its comments on trade facts as affected 
hy it. It has doubtless been a relief to its 
readers to turn from the war-impregnated 
periodical press, to a publication which 
was attending strictly and exclusively to 
the business in behalf of which it was 
published: flour-, not war-making. 

In such a national crisis as this, how- 
ever, even the most conservative and dis- 
passionate of trade journals must neces- 
sarily give expression to its convictions 
touching its own government and coun- 
try, otherwise it fails of its plain duty to 
itself and its readers. 

It is not the intention herein to review 
the causes which have led to this most 
unfortunate break with Germany, and 
certainly not to indulge in abuse, recrimi- 
nation or the ghastly exploitation of the 
doctrine of hate. The American people 
have no hate in their minds for the peo- 
ple of Germany. If they are forced to 
war with them, they will proceed with 
heavy and reluctant hearts to perform 
what is required of them in the sacred 
name of their country and their inalien- 
able rights as American citizens. 

The Northwestern Miller refuses itself 


to discuss this international difference, 
and it will decline to permit others to use 
its columns for such discussion. It is not 


a proper subject for argument in these 
pages, nor is it properly debatable by 
American citizens. 

Let there be no mistake, however, in 
the position taken by this journal: it is 
Wholly, entirely and uncompromisingly 
American, owing no allegiance, direct or 
remote, moral, sympathetic or actual, to 
any other country but this, its own. 
Whatever course shall be adopted by the 
l nited States, that is its course; wherever 
this nation leads the way, it will follow 


in full sympathy and support, to the very 
end, whatever that may be. 

This The Northwestern Miller esteems 
to be the right attitude of every loyal 
American in this time of national peril. 
Whatever we have, whatever we are, we 
owe it, under God, to the Republic which 
has given us our opportunities and 
fostered our individual liberties. Whatever 
the issue may be, however strong our 
sympathies may lie, wherever our private 
convictions may seek to lead us, our one 
supreme, transcendent duty lies in the 
support of this, our own country, and it 
cannot be satisfied by a divided or half- 
hearted allegiance. 

So suddenly and unexpectedly has this 
great emergency come upon us, demand- 
ing and to demand no one knows what 
sacrifices, that our minds are not pre- 
pared for it. Heaven knows, we wanted 
and longed for peace, not for ourselves 
alone, but for all the war-smitten world, 
and we looked forward to it, eagerly and 
hopefully. Instead, we are confronted 
by an extension of the war, this time to 
include our own country. 

We cannot fully realize what threatens 
to befall us, and, if we are unable to con- 
template it with that degree of solemn 
seriousness befitting such a momentous 
event, it is because we have not yet 
grasped its true significance. But we 
shall find ourselves when the call comes; 
assuredly we are not afraid, whatever 
may befall us; if the turn of our country 
has come to do its share in the world’s 
work, which, surély, is the emancipation 
of humanity from the shackles of militar- 
ism, it will do it without discredit to the 
memory of those who first established 
freedom on these shores at the cost of 
their own sacred blood. 

This is our country, and all that is 
worthy within us rises to answer its call. 
Here can be no complex and confusing 
question of race, nationality, inheritance 
or traditions. We are all either Ameri- 
cans or aliens. If the latter, our place is 
not here as citizens of the United States, 
but elsewhere, in the country to which we 
profess allegiance. If we are Americans, 
we have no recourse but to stand stoutly 
by our President and our country, in 
speech and act, to the full limit of our 
ability and to the maximum strength of 
our powers, whatever they may be. 

It is a time for soul-searching and a 
firm declaration of sober convictions. 
There can be no equivocation, no avoid- 
ance of responsibility, no partial, luke- 
warm loyalty. We must decide whether 
we are Americans in fact, co-inheritors 
of American rights and liberties, or mere 
sojourners in the land, here for gainful 
purposes and selfish advantage, not shar- 
ers in times of danger as well as in times 
of peace and prosperity. 

To all those who, although descended 
from foreign races, have lived among 
them and shared liberally in their great 
advantages, and who are of like mind 
with them touching what is due their 
country, the true Americans, whether by 


birth or adoption, extend the hand of 
fellowship and the offer of a common in- 
terest in the future of the land they are 
called upon manfully to defend. 

All others, who are unable, either 
through inherited race prejudice, or con- 
victions which are fixed and unalterable, 
to unite with them in support of the 
nation’s avowed policy, and who refuse to 
take their stand unequivocally with the 
country they live in, preferring an alle- 
giance elsewhere, they bid depart in 
peace, to seek elsewhere that just re- 
sponsibility which, whatever his opinions 
may be, no honest man should seek to 
avoid, . 

This is America: for Americans, by 
Americans. Quo vadis? The road that 
leads to loyalty, self-sacrifice and devo- 
tion, in behalf of the land that has pro- 
tected its citizens in the past and has 


_given them such liberty as the world has 


never known before, and such oppor- 
tunities as history has never before chron- 
icled? Or the road that leads back to the 
country where the civilian has scant 
rights, where imperialism reigns—the 
road back from the free-born citizen to 
the mere subject? 

Every reader of these lines must make 
his choice, and when made, must abide 
by it. Ninety-nine per cent of those who 
see this need no such presentation of the 
way that opens before them. Long ago 
they made their choice, and have never 
wavered in it. They would rather die as 
American citizens, with all that implies, 
than live as the subjects of any other 
nation. The remaining one per cent must 
now decide for themselves, once and for 
all, and on their decision will rest their 
future status as Americans or aliens. 


HELPING OTHERS 

~ Millers generally will be interested in 
the operations of a leading mill of the 
Northwest, details of which are published 
in these columns, whereby those in its 
employ are encouraged to become stock- 
holders in the company. In addition to 
this liberal arrangement, which has been 
in successful and satisfactory existence 
for five years, the company, mindful of 
the welfare of its subordinates, has just 
distributed among them fifty-four thou- 
sand dollars as a bonus, the amount being 
paid to some five hundred and twenty 
eraployees, none of whom earn salaries or 
wages exceeding two thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars per annum. 

About three-fifths of those in the serv- 
ice of this company are now stockholders ; 
after paying a satisfactory dividend, the 
company felt that some consideration was 
due those depending upon weekly or 
monthly wages, and more or less subject 
to the natural vicissitudes of the busi- 
ness, and therefore distributed the bonus. 

Many other millers throughout the 
country have adopted various forms 
whereby their employees are benefited 
beyond the fair compensation received as 
regular and established wages or salaries. 
This practical help to others, voluntarily 
given, may be called enlightened seliish- 
ness, or it can be classed as unlabeled 
philanthropy. Whatever it may be named, 
it is, in fact, a simple and direct appli- 
cation of the golden rule to business life; 
doing to others as you would have others 
do to you. 

Of course it benefits the distributor as 
it does him who receives; this golden rule 
always works both ways. It stimulates 
loyalty and efficiency, helps the benefici- 
ary to help himself, gives him his chance, 
contributes to develop the manhood in 
him, and, in building up his character and 
responsibility, makes him more valuable 
to those whom he serves. 

Such liberal and far-seeing plans, 
reaching through numerous channels of 
distribution, give to a going” business a 
zest and an object otherwise lacking. It 
no longer exists simply to accumulate 
large wealth for a few individuals, the 
care and ultimate distribution of which 
becomes a burden and a problem; it is 
working for the good of many, who, in 
turn, pass on their gains to others, until 
the waves of prosperity and well-being 
spread over a wide area and finally ripple 
upon the shores of their furthest influ- 
ence, helping all whom they touch. 

This is Christianity, applied in its broad- 
est and best sense to business; it is the 
only sort of Christianity in business that 
has real meaning—not the canting, preach- 
ing kind, that exhausts itself in words, 
but the kirtd expressing itself in benefi- 
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cent and helpful acts, extended, not as a 
gratuity, but in return for honest service 
worthily and conscientiously performed. 

The growing increase of similar meth- 
ods among American millers and other 
business men is a most hopeful sign of 
the times in which we live and the fortu- 
nate country in which we dwell. Com- 
paratively it is a new thing in practice, 
although old in theory, but it is a fashion 
that has come to stay. It is the sound 
and enduring form of philanthropy that 
fully satisfies and that cannot pauperize. 
It shows that men are thinking less of 
themselves and more of others; that they 
want to help those who work with them 
while they are helping themselves. It is 
the practical, plain answer to the silly old 
charge made by the dyspeptic pessimist 
that the world is daily growing meaner 
and more selfish. 

Old Scrooge and Gradgrind and Mar- 
ley and the rest of the sad old boys who 
used to be in business for the sole and 
exclusive purpose of heaping up wealth 
which they had no real use for, and who 
were accustomed, in the process, to screw 
down to the last cent every soul who 
worked for them, docking them for being 
late besides, have passed to their reward 
—possibly it was a hot one—and their 
money has perished with them. 

The new generation of business men 
know a far better way of making and 
spending money, and they are busy and 
happy practicing it. “Give and it shall 
be given unto you” is their motto, and 
the more they can make and give, the 
better pleased they are. Meantime the 
Bob Cratchitts and the Tiny Tims of the 
world are having a much better time in it 
than they used to. So more grist to the 
mill, and more honestly earned profits to 
spend in widely scattered dividends and 
nice, round-figured bonuses. Some morn- 
ing, after this beastly war is over, some- 
body will wake up, look into a blue sky, 
and cry out, “Hello, boys, it’s the mil- 
lennium !” 


THE IRRESPONSIBLE SIGNATURE 

Occasionally The Northwestern Miller 
hears of a letter below the signature of 
which the following notation is stamped: 
“Dictated, unread, subject to errors.” 
This means that the writer disavows all 
responsibility for what is said in his 
letter, and the signature is valueless; in 
other words, the letter is without signifi- 
cance or meaning. 

Doubtless this device is the invention of 
some professional time saver or efficiency 
expert, who has conceived the brilliant 
and original idea that much valuable time 
is daily wasted in the unprofitable and 
uninspiring occupation of reading and 
signing letters, ergo it can be saved by 
the simple expedient of avoiding all re- 
sponsibility through the use of this stamp. 

It has probably never occurred either 
to him or his complaisant disciples that 
more time could be saved by not writing 
the letters at all, and since, with such a 
notation, they are wholly valueless, it is 
quite useless to send them, hence time 
and postage, not to speak of brains, for 
they are obviously eliminated in such 
compositions, are thrown away entirely 
when these irresponsible communications 
are sent. 

If the object of such letter-writing is © 
to insult the recipient, by inferring that 
he is stupid enough to accept such a let- 
ter as having the slightest value, the use 
of the notation is successful, for it cer- 
tainly accomplishes its purpose. If, per- 
chance, the object is to impress the per- 
son addressed with the idea that the 
sender is such a very important person 
and so exceedingly busy that he cannot 
condescend to read his mail, it is a fail- 
ure. ‘he only effect is to convey the im- 
pression that he is an ass, who ought to 
hire an assistant to do his work thorough- 
ly and properly for him. 

Such letter-writers should be aware by 
this time, since they make it a point to 
keep well up on the latest fashions in 
efficiency, that it is no longer the cult for 
really important people to appear busy. 
We are told by a recent magazine writer 
that their desks are always quite bare, no 
letters are permitted to rest upon them. 
Swift, highly paid and _ tremendously 
clever assistants sweep them all away and 
answer them before His Importance ar- 
rives at the office. There is never any- 
thing on top of his desk but the highly 
polished mahogany which is always and 
inevitably there—in the Saturday Even- 
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ing Post ‘fictions, always models for real 
efficiency. 

Beau Brummel once expostulated to his 
nephew, “Never say you are busy, Regi- 
nald, only city men and insects are busy.” 
The gentleman of the “dictated, unread 
and subject to errors” letter should avoid 
the appearance of being busy, the exclu- 
sive occupation of insects and city men; 
true efficiency abhors it. The latest thing 
is to appear entirely idle and yet accom- 
plish marvels of administration merely 
by wishing details on somebody else. 

Whatever may be the object of this 
kind of irresponsible letter-writing, there 
should be no question in the mind of the 
recipient as to the objective whither such 
letters should promptly be sent: they 
should go, with as little delay and pro- 
fanity as possible, into the wastebasket, 
unread, unanswered and unnoticed. A 
letter that carries no responsibility is 
wholly unworthy of the slightest atten- 
tion; the man who takes the trouble to 
answer it is proceeding on-the false as- 
sumption that he is engaged in business 
correspondence, but business without per- 
sonal responsibility is sheer foolishness, 
hence he is wasting his time. 








New Trade Commission Head 

Wasuinoton, D. C., Feb. 5.—On Feb. 
1, William Julius Harris became chair- 
man of the Federal Trade Commission, 
automatically succeeding Edward N. 
Hurley, who resigned recently to return 
to Chicago to take up the conduct of his 
own business. Commissioner Will H. 
Parry was advanced to the position of 
vice-chairman. 

There are now two vacancies on the 
commission. Commissioner Rublee re- 
tired at the expiration of the last Con- 
gress. It is expected that two new ap- 
pointments will be made in the near 
future. 

Mr. Harris, the new chairman, was 
born in Cedartown, Ga., in 1868, and was 
director of the United States census from 
July 1, 1913, to March 15, 1915, when he 
was made a commissioner on the Federal 
Trade board. ‘He was prominent in his 
native state before coming to Washing- 
ton, and among his others activities there 
was the leader in the organization of the 
Georgia Fire Insurance Co., of Atlanta. 

Ricuarp B. Wartrovs. 





Vilm Company’s Mill Burned 

Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 6.—(Special 
Telegram )—The 260-bbl mill of the Vilm 
Milling Co., Wichita, Kansas, burned 
early yesterday morning, with total loss 
on building and machinery as well as on 
5,000 to 10,000 bus of wheat and a con- 
siderable stock of bags. The warehouse, 
office and steel tank wheat storage were 
uninjured. 

Fire started from an unknown cause in 
the top of the mill. The loss is unknown, 
but is believed to be well covered by the 
insurance of $20,000 on buildings and 
machinery and about $25,000 on stock. 

R. E. Sverre. 





Export Storage Protest 

Secretary Husband, of the Millers’ 
National Federation, has mailed to ex- 
porting millers who are members of the 
organization the following request for 
co-operation in resisting the limitation 
of free storage time to five days on ex- 
port freight, shipped under through bill 
of lading: 

As indicated in recent circular letter, 
the Federation protested against the re- 
duction to five days of the free storage 
time on flour shipped for export under 
through bill of lading. Notice has been 
received from the Interstate Commerce 
Commission of the suspension of these 
tariffs, pending investigation and hear- 
ings. H. G. Wilson, commerce counsel 
representing the Federation, desires that 
exporting millers furnish data regarding 
this matter, and requests that the fol- 
lowing documents and information be 
sent at once to F. H. Price, export agent 
of the Federation, 82 Beaver Street, New 
York City: 

Original storage bills on export ship- 
ments, whether through billed or billed 
to port for export, regardless of whether 
or not the bills have been paid. 

Copies of the original bills of lading. 

Statement of car number, initial, con- 
tents and quantity, and date of ship- 
ment, showing point of shipment, port of 
export, line or steamer, and time within 
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which such property was to have been 
delivered to the vessel or line under the 
ocean contract, 

Time of arrival at seaboard; time of 
actual delivery to vessel or line. If 
billed to the port for export, show the 
time and date when “delivery permit” to 
the ocean vessel was obtained and deliv- 
ery to the railroad, with necessary detail 
as to individual or title of officer from 
whom obtained and to whom delivered. 

Copy of ocean contract. Copy of rail- 
road confirmation, and if shipped subse- 
quent to establishment of embargoes, 
also copy of railroad authority to ship. 

Reference to all contracts which have 
been made for shipment on or after Feb. 
1, 1917. 





MICHIGAN BAKERS MEETING 


Midwinter Convention at Jackson—Bakers 
Buy Flour Heavily on Breaks—Expect 
Higher Prices—Wheat Supply Short 


Jackson, Micu., Feb. 6.—(Special Tel- 
egram )—Bakers and mill representatives 
from all parts of the state are arriving 
for the annual midwintér meeting tomor- 
row of Michigan bakers. 

Weldon Smith, of Allegan, will prob- 
ably be the next president of the state 
association. 

Largest percentage of bakers present 
are wholesalers and car buyers of flour, 
and have their requirements covered until 
May, having booked on the recent breaks. 
A few booked through until July and 
August. Kansas flour seems to predomi- 
nate among Michigan bakers. 

The 10c loaf is well established; the 5c 
loaf is practically eliminated, with bak- 
ery prices raised all over the state from 
15 to 25 per cent. 

Kansas flour is quoted at $8.40@8.75 
bbl, jute. Spring wheat patent at $9@ 
9.25, jute. 

Bakers in general are of the opinion 
that flour prices will work higher until 
the new crop, with an irregular market, 
and believe the shortage of wheat is a 
great deal larger than the public realizes. 
It is the consensus of opinion that mill- 
ers are justified in asking present prices 
for flour. 

Some bakers are of the opinion, if -Ger- 
many makes her submarine blockade as 
close as she threatened, there will be 
stagnation in the markets. 

Some difficulty has been experienced in 
getting flour shipments on time. This was 
possibly attributable.to car shortage. Bak- 
ers were greatly inconvenienced on sev- 
eral occasions, and had to buy large quan- 
tities from local dealers. Unless there is 
a change in transportation conditions, it 
may be that the worst is yet to come. 

A profitable year for bakers in general 
is doubtful; indications are that prices 
on all supplies will go higher. 

J. H. Wootrrinee. 





National Chamber of Commerce 

Wasurinoton, D. C., Feb. 5.—The fifth 
annual convention of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States, held in 
Washington last week, was the largest in 
point of attendance since the organiza- 
tion was effected, and the programme 
was more diversified than ever before, 
with special sessions devoted to such sub- 
jects as national defense, the railroads, 
daylight legislation and other matters of 
general business interest to the nation. 

It was announced by the executive com- 
mittee that among the projects consid- 
ered for the near future is the erection 
of a permanent home for the Chamber 
in Washington. 

The convention closed with a banquet 
on Friday evening attended by 800 dele- 
gates, at which ex-President Taft gave 
the principal address, speaking on the 
league to enforce peace. 

Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 





Economies by Railroads 

A New York report says: The much 
advertised million-dollar-a-day loss by 
the railroads which Louis D. Brandeis 
originally called attention to as one rea- 
gon against an increase in freight rates 
probably has been reduced materially by 
the strenuous efforts which the carriers 
have made in recent years to avoid waste. 

At first only the poorer roads called 
upon employees to think twice before 
sending a letter; to drop paper clips into 
a box to be used again, and to save old 


envelopes for memoranda. Now the big- 
gest companies are not too proud to save 
nnies, 

President Rea, of the Pennsylvania, 
has asked all officers and employees to 
use the strictest economy in buying and 
using material. He says: 

“I desire to call your attention to the 
exceptionally high prices of all classes of 
materials and supplies. This increase in 
cost, in many cases exceeding 100 per 
cent and in some cases 200 per cent or 
higher, is becoming more serious for the 
company and is one of the main causes 
for its decreased net earnings, despite 
greater gross earnings. It is essential to 
practice the strictest economy in ordering 
and using materials and supplies.” 





DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Flour Strong at Advanced Prices—Demand 
Light, but Millers Confident—Spot 
Millfeed Scarce 

[Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 

Purtaperpuia, Pa., Feb. 6 —Flour 
strong, and held higher in sympathy with 
wheat, but demand light, and buyers un- 
willing to follow rising views of sellers. 
Quotations, per 196 lbs, in wood: winter 
clear, $7.50@7.75; straight, $7.75@8.25; 
patent, $8.25@8.50; Kansas clear, $7.75@ 
8; straight, $8.25@8.50; patent, $8.50@ 
8.75,—all in cotton. Spring first clear, 
$8@8.25; patent, $8.60@8.85; favorite 
brands, $8.60@8.85. City mills’ choice 
and fancy patent, $9.25@9.75; regular 
grades winter clear, $7.50@7.75; straight, 
$7:75@8.25; patent, $8.25@8.50. Spot 
bran ‘scarce and higher; winter, $37.50 
ton; spring, $36.50@37,—in 100-lb sacks. 

SamvuEL S. DanieEts. 





Boston, Mass., Feb. 6.—Flour values 
have advanced 30@40c since Saturday, 
with a quiet demand. Trade only buying 
to meet most pressing needs. Minne- 
apolis patents, $9.60@9.70; spring coun- 
try, $8.70@9.25; special short patents, 
$9.50@9.90,—all in wood. Kansas hard 
wheat patents, $8.35@9, in sacks. Soft 
winter patents, $8.50@9, in wood. Mill- 
feed dull and unchanged. 

Louis W. DePass. 


Cuicaco, Itu., Feb. 6—Flour values 
are very much unsettled, though some 
mills in the Northwest and the Southwest 
seem rather anxious to make sales. Spring 
wheat patents are quoted here today at 
$8.30@8.65, jute, and southwestern 95 
per cent patents at $7.80@8, jute. There 
continues to be more or less reselling, 
though stocks are gradually being re- 
duced. C. H. Cuarten. 


Bautrmore, Mp., Feb. 6.—Flour is held 
25c bbl higher than Saturday, with wheat, 
but no trading of moment at the ad- 
vance, buyers having supplied their wants 
on late break at 50@75e under present 
asking prices. Millfeed firm but in- 
active. 

Cartes H. Dorsey. 


Sr. Lovis, Mo., Feb. 6.—Inquiries for 
flour good, millers continuing policy of 
only quoting upon request. Sales are 
made subject to confirmation. Prices are 
held firmer. No export. Only a limited 
local demand for millfeed; prices steady. 

Perer Deruen. 


Kawsas Crry, Mo., Feb. 6.—Flour trade 
is very unsettled, but there is a marked 
tendency toward improvement in busi- 
ness. This appears to be principally on 
account of firmer markets, following last 
week’s sharp break. Prices are firm. 

R. E. Srerurne. 


Mitwavkeg, Wis., Feb. 6.—Quotations: 
patent flour, $9.60; straights, $8.80@9, 
wood; clear, $8.40, jute. Rye flour, 
$7.60, wood. Bran and standard mid- 
dlings, $33.50. Mill closed down, owing 


to car situation. 
H® N. Wuson. 


Wiyniprec, Man., Feb. 6.—Spring wheat 
flour advanced another 20c bbl here to- 
day, making top patents $9. Demand 
fair. Feeds are weakening, owing to poor 
shipping facilities. 

A. H. Batey. 





Of Germany’s merchant tonnage, 5,- 
300,000 tons all told, 621 vessels, of 
2,341,000 tons, or 43 per cent of the-total 
fleet, are lying idle in neutral waters. 
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THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Preduction of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 


centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 
with comparisons, in bbls: Feb. 5 Feb. 6 


Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 1915 








Minneapolis. . .223,995 200,905 372,620 347,030 
Duluth-Superior 7,555 11,235 16,370 22,490 
Milwaukee ..... 11,000 6,000 16,500 9,000 

Potala ..>025% 242,550 218,140 405,490 379,055 
Outside mills*.. 66,725 ...... BARGES 522... 

Ag’gate sprg.309,275 ...... 617,105 ...... 
Ot. TG cee’ 26,300 36,000 30,200 33,400 
St. Louist ..... 48,400 48,900 39,700 44,000 
Buffalo ........ 103,250 72,200 135,100 130,500 
Rochester ..... 10,400 9,900 15,600 15,000 
Chicago ....... 21,500 23,250 17,000 22,000 
Kansas City.... 58,900 60,900 68,000 53,400 


Kansas Cityt.. :176,950 196,460 212,500 195,240 


bo. ees 20,400 33,000 33,700 31,300 
Toledof ....... 54,850 63,700 75,985 71,960 
Nashville** .... 85,515 87,055 85,360 92,970 
Seattle ........ 24,370 18,800 10,495 26,200 
Tacoma ....... 27,640 37,160 32,925 12,870 


PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 
The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 





Feb. 5 Feb. 6 

Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 1915 

Minneapolis ...... 43 39 77 76 
Duluth-Superior .. 21 31 46 62 
Outside mills* .... 38 35 63 60 
Average spring.. 41 37 64 68 
Milwaukee ....... 92 50 63 32 
St. Louis .. 71 74 82 
St. Louist . 63 66 73 
Buffalo ..... 43 81 95 
Rochester 49 77 72 
Chicago .......... 89 55 82 
Kansas City....... 82 85 95 75 
Kansas Cityt ..... 60 66 77 84 
Toledo ........00- 43 69 70 65 
BOONE. eccccacoes 48 60 68 65 
Nashville*® ....... 59 61 57 73 
BOREEIS seccccsitces 59 45 en 05 
PMCOMA 2csceccece 48 65 ee 23 
BVOCORO cc cesccs 56 53 70 81 
Minnesota-Dakotas 41 37 64 68 
Other states ...... 61 57 73 87 


Flour output for week ending Feb. 3 at 
all above points shows an increase of 3 per 
cent compared with week ending Jan. 27. 


*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louis, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in 
cluding Nashville. 


Chicago Wheat Trade Inactive 

Cuicaco, Ir1., Feb. 6.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—Traffic conditions restrict ship- 
ping business, but milling demand for 
wheat is improved, although sales are 
light. Premiums are but little changed. 
Political conditions cause great uneasi- 
ness, and speculation has decreased owing 
to wild fluctuations. May wheat, which 
sold down to $1.541% last Saturday, ad- 
vanced to $1.761, today, only to break 3c 
on short selling. New-crop futures weak- 
er. Buying of May, and selling of Jul) 
widened the spread from 2 to 2714c the 
last three days. 





C. H. CHatten. 
Exports for Week Ending Jan. 27, 1917 





Wheat Corn Flour Oats 

From— bus bus bbls bus 
New York.3,277,642 282,372 111,753 351,705 
Portland, 

ee «>. MED oenbee. eteue  ceeoee- 
Boston ... 186,972 127,330 ..... 455,000 
Philadelp’a 938,000 129,000 11,000 650,000 
Baltimore 1,234,732 496,483 1,020 hae 
Sele GHD * wecwnt  atoree 15,000 208,000 
Be adhe 665s oe 24,000 17,000 2,000 
N. Orleans. ...... 38,000 42,000 


10,000 


Galveston... 701,000 








Tots., wk.6,634,346 1,047,185 197,773 1,676,70% 





Prev. wk.4,892,339 1,213,169 366,301 3,432,73! 
U. K’gdom.2,998,842 691,363 35,503  ..... 
Continent 3,625,495 285,035 76,231 ..... 
8. and Ctl. 

re erry 24,164 
Wes | “Selkesen aauss 61,179 
Other 

countries 10,009 70,787 696 

Totals . .6,634,346 1,047,185 197,773 





Summary of U. 8. and Canadian Exports 
July lto Same tim: 


Jan. 27,1917 last yea! 
Wheat, bus ......... 170,299,705 187,033,430 
4, 2. Seer ae 8,694,591 8,187,75% 
Totals/as wheat, bus. 209,425,364 223,878,341 
Coeiy WER 6 vee civtetn 26,401,327 8,917,342 
GO, TE oc te denaxe 67,772,404 46,678,410 





Information comes from the East to 
the effect that Germany has taken the 
preliminaries for buying 50,000,000 bus 
of wheat in the United States, to be taken 
out by the interned German vessels as 
soon as peace is declared. 
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CAR SHORTAGE IN THE NORTHWEST 





Shipment Figures Show Extent of Trouble— Shippers Blame Eastern Roads— 
Efforts of Interstate Commerce Commission to Secure Return of Surplus 
Cars—Failure of Car Service Commission to Improve Conditions 


The car shortage in the Northwest 
seems to be growing worse instead of bet- 
ter. The heavy snows and intensely cold 
weather of the last two weeks have ac- 
centuated the shortage. Millers and grain 
dealers are unanimous in saying that, 
while they have had experiences of a 
somewhat like nature in the past, the 
present situation is in many respects un- 
precedented. The railroad yards in Min- 
neapolis are blocked with snow, and it 
frequently takes two or more engines to 
move a small string even of empty. cars. 

For weeks the flour mills have been 
operating less than half capacity, because 
they could not secure boxcars. They have 
flour sold for specific shipment, but have 
been prevented from making delivery by 
the absence of the necessary equipment. 
The situation has been rendered even 
more serious by the recent sharp declines 
in wheat. 

Grain interests have been affected sim- 
ilarly. It is stated on good authority that 
there are approximately 14,000,000 bus of 
grain in store in Minneapolis elevators 
under contract. Some of this was sold 
for shipment in November and Decem- 
ber, but the elevator companies have been 
utterly unable to get cars in which to 
ship, although they have tried in every 
way possible to secure them. 

It is claimed that upward of 15,000 
tons of millfeed were sold by mills to 
jobbers in October, for November-Janu- 
ary shipment. This feed was resold to 
dealers throughout the East and South- 
east, but, to date, because of the car 
shortage, only a small percentage has 
been delivered. The eastern buyers are 
clamoring for delivery, and insist that 
sellers are not living up to their con- 
tracts, but the local jobbers are power- 
less to make delivery. Some of the feed 
is in store in Minneapolis, but not enough 
eastern line empty cars are being re- 
ceived to make any impression on the 
stocks awaiting shipment. 


FORTY THOUSAND CARS NEEDED 


It will require approximately 40,000 
boxcars to remove from Minneapolis, dur- 
ing the next three months, the actual ton- 
nage of flour, feed and grain in sight, to 
say nothing of the cars that will be need- 
ed to take care of the daily receipts and 
product in the meantime. Just where 
this equipment will come from is not now 
apparent, unless some radical plan is 
evolved soon for the redistribution of the 
excess equipment held in the East. 

An unusually large percentage of the 
grain crop harvested in the Northwest in 
1916 was below average in quality. This 
refers not only to wheat, but to corn, oats 
and barley. Grain men say it would be 
extremely dangerous to carry some of 
this into the spring, for fear of its spoil- 
ing, and they naturally are anxious to 
move it and get it into consumption while 
it is still in good condition. 


SHIPMENT FIGURES 


The milling and grain firms in the 
Northwest have felt the effect of the car 
shortage more acutely, perhaps, than any 
other interests. The attached table shows 
the flour and feed shipments from Min- 
neapolis alone during the first five months 
of the crop year, with comparisons for a 
year ago. This indicates that, from 
Sept. 1 to Jan. 31, shipments of flour 
have -fallen off 2,852,982 bbls, while 60,- 
943 tons less millfeed have been shipped 
than a year ago: 


-— Flour, bbis——, Millfeed, tons 


1916 1915 
65,671 68,845 
63,848 73,782 
64,070 68,856 
47,748 71,294 
44,495 63,998 





-.. 1,825,186 
1,084,482 


2,091,900 
1,804,953 





Totals. .7,399,818 10,252,800 285,832 346,776 


All lines of industry, however, have 
suffered in. proportion. The following, 
taken from figures compiled by the Min- 
neapolis Traffic Association, shows the 
total number of cars of all commodities, 
inbound and outbound, handled at Minne- 
apolis from September to December, 
1916, inclusive, with comparisons for a 
year ago. This shows that for the four 


months, 32,982 fewer cars were received 
than in 1915, and 34,401 less were shipped. 





--Received— --Shipped—, 

; 1916 1915 1916 1915 
September 41,215 438,131 31,335 34,358 
October ..... 43,124, 48,477 33,278 40,451 
November ... 42,777 48,182 31,780 41,443 
December ... 31,610 51,918 24,379 38,92r 
Totals...... 158,726 191,708 120,772 155,173 


Statistics are not yet available for 
January, but incomplete returns indicate 
that the total number of cars received 
and shipped during that month shows an 
even greater falling off, compared with a 
year ago, than in any of the four months 
given. 


GRAIN SHIPPERS BLAME RAILROADS 


Grain shippers feel that they have not 
been given as much consideration by the 
(Continued on page 393.) 





ROADS APPOINT COMMITTEE 


American Railway Association Directs Com- 
mission of Five to Work with 
Interstate Body 


Appointment of a commission of. five, 
with plenary powers to co-operate with 
the Interstate Commerce Commission in 
the administration of a new set of car- 
service rules, adopted with a view to 
solving the car shortage problem, was 
decided upon by the American Railway 
Association at a meeting in New York 
on Feb, 2. 

The new rules will be submitted at 
once to the railroads of the country for 
approval, 

The commission will deal with all car- 
service problems until May 1. The new 
rules provide, among other. things, for 
the forwarding to destination of foreign 
cars under load and the prompt han- 
dling of empty foreign cars within cer- 
tain provisions said to be calculated to 
relieve the present situation. 

The new rules, which become effective 
Feb. 21, are based upon per diem rules 
also effective on that day. In a circular 
letter to the railroads the association asks 
that the committee of five be given power 
to make such necessary modifications in 
the rules as may be required to prevent 
undue hardships. 





Cold Endangers Winter Wheat 

Kansas Crtry, Mo., Feb. ,6.—(Special 
Telegram) — Saturday and Sunday 
brought another violent change to lower 
temperatures over the entire Southwest. 
The storm was accompanied by very high 
winds, and the combination of cold and 
wind was far from favorable to the 
growing wheat. Today temperatures are 
higher and conditions more’ satisfactory. 
Rain or snow is becoming more and more 
necessary every day. 


EARLIER REPORT BY MAIL 


Last week brought further unfavorable 
conditions for growing winter wheat in 
the Southwest. Following a period of 
unseasonably high temperatures, the mer- 
cury dropped, within a period of 48 
hours, to from 5 to 14 degrees below 
zero. The sudden change brought no 
snow with it, and the cold consequently 
found bare wheatfields. 

What effect it has had on the growing 
wheat cannot be determined. The gen- 
eral feeling is that, had the soil been 
wet, the effect would have been most 
damaging. The soil, however, is very 
dry, even dusty, and the plant is short 
and not much exposed above the soil 
surface. These conditions are believed 
to be favorable for the maximum re- 
sistance to the severe cold. 

In the more southern districts of Kan- 
sas, and in Oklahoma, the soil is more 
moist, while the temperature change was 
quite as great as farther north. It is 
possible, therefore, that the damage there 
was somewhat greater. 

Any view at this time is no more than 
a guess. Three of the best-informed 
grain men and millers of the central- 
western Kansas district, who were in 
here following the cold snap, disagreed 
not only as to previous conditions, but 
even more as to the probable effects of 


. 


the severe cold. Warm spring weather 
will be necessary to develop the real 
condition of the fields following this un- 
usually dry winter. 

R. E. Srerrie. 





CANADA’S CROP FIGURES 


Details of Revised and Increased Estimates 
—Wheat Crops of Both 1915 and 1916 
Show Big Gain on New Acreage Basis 


Wiynirec, Man., Feb. -5.—The lately 
revised crop figures issued by the Cana- 
dian government show considerably in- 
creased yields of the principal grains in 
Canada as a whole in 1915 and 1916. 
The following table gives the revised 
estimates, in bushels, together with those 
previously issued by the government 
(000’s omitted) : 

1915 estimates. 1916 estimates 
Present Former Present Former 


Wheat.... 426,747 376,303 220,367 159,123 
CO Se 523,684 520,103 351,174 338,469 
Barley 60,699 53,331 41,318 32,299 
BGs ecces  cvoce 2,394 2,896 2,058 
Flaxseed..  ..... 10,628 7,122 7,759 
Buckwheat..... 7,665 5,976 6,720 
CPM esccee cssee 14,368 6,282 6,271 
Pecicice seese 3,478 2,172 2,166 


The revised acreage figures for the 
three principal crops in. 1915 and 1916 
are: 


1915 1916 
Wheat 14,675,000 12,879,000 
11,424,000 9,835,000 
1,708,000 1,651,000 





The average yields per acre of these 
crops in 1916 were: wheat, 17 bus; oats, 
35%; barley, 25; rye, 20; buckwheat, 
17%; peas, 1414. 

It should be remembered that the fig- 
ures are for all Canada. For instance, 
the wheat crop of Ontario, amounting to 
about 17,000,000 bus, is included, and 
some of the other grains were widely 
scattered over the provinces. 

A. H. Battey. 





War-Risk Insurance 

New York, N. Y., Feb. 5.—(Special 
Telegram )—Save for an occasional Dutch 
ship, all American boats plying between 
here and the West Indies and South 
America are canceled. War risk is usu- 
ally arranged by buyer, as it is separate 
and apart from price of flour. Whether 
or not millers charge premiums, must be 
individually decided. 

WALTER QUACKENBUSH. 


The -breaking of diplomatic relations 
with Germany, and that country’s an- 
nounced activity with submarines, has de- 
ranged war insurance and caused a big 
advance. Companies taking this sort of 
insurance claim that the business in the 
last year has been unprofitable, and 
therefore they are very slow to issue 
policies. 
business as much as possible. Therefore 
it is comparatively difficult to secure such 
insurance at this time. 

Rates quoted today (Feb. 6) by the 
Charles W. Sexton Co., Minneapolis, 
were: from Atlantic and Gulf ports to 
West Indies, 3 per cent; from the same 
ports to South America, 5 per cent; from 
Gulf ports to South America, 5 per cent. 
The boats now being operated to the West 
Indies are chiefly American, and to South 
America they are British, American and 
Scandinavian. 

The rate to Liverpool today was 10 to 
11 per cent. 





Export Rates Advanced 

In October, 1914, the eastern trunk 
lines asked for an advance in export 
eastbound rates on classes and commodi- 
ties that would have allowed them Ic 
additional on grain products and wheat 
flour. In December, 1914, they were 
granted an advance of 5 per cent only, 
which became effective Jan. 15. This 
amounted to an advance of .8c east of 
Chicago. 

Effective Feb. 10, the original advance 
requested in October, 1914, is to be 
granted, which will make export rates 
a8 follows: 

Chicago to New York, Boston and 
Portland, 16c per 100 lbs on grain prod- 
ucts and l5c on flour; to Philadelphia 
and Montreal, 1l4c; to Baltimore, New- 
port News and Norfolk, 13c. 

This will make the rates from Minne- 
apolis to New York, Boston and Port- 
land, 234%4e on grain products and 221c 
on flour; to Philadelphia and Montreal, 
21\%c; to Baltimore, Newport News and 
Norfolk, 201,c. 


In fact they are avoiding such ° 
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RAINEY ONCE MORE ACTIVE 


Presents Letter ftom New York Baker— 
President of Philadelphia Commer- 
cial Exchange Replies 


Wasuineton, D. C., Feb. 5.—Con- 
gressman Henry T. Rainey introduced 
in the Congressional Record of Jan. 23 
certain correspondence between himself 
and Albin E. Plarre, chairman of the 
United Bakers of Greater New York and 
Vicinity, in which Mr. Rainey set forth 
his firm belief that his mixed-flour bill 
would solve the question of an apparent 
shortage of wheat flour, and make un- 
necessary the demand for an embargo 
on shipments of wheat abroad. 

Mr. Rainey renewed in his correspond- 
ence the arguments he has been urging 
for the larger use of corn, and submitted 
a letter from Mr. Plarre in which he said 
to Mr. Rainey: “I am in favor of your 
bill, and so are most of the retail bakers 
throughout the country. 

“The mixing of wheat with corn, how- 
ever, would not solve the problem as it 
presents itself today. In the first in- 
stance, there is a shortage of corn just 
as there is of wheat. In the second in- 
stance, the shortage of wheat will be- 
come aggravated throughout the world, 
as time goes on, on account of a lack of 
labor, fertilizer and also a lack of wheat 
seed of good quality. Another thing, we 
believe that if the people decide to eat 
bread composed of mixed flour, say 80 
per cent wheat and 20 per cent corn, 
they should do so voluntarily and not 
under compulsion—this country does not 
want compulsion in any form, public or 
private, general or special; it wants 
freedom to eat wheat bread or corn 
bread just as it likes, and the country 
is right. 

“Why should the wheat of this’ coun- 
try be exported to foreign countries, 
and we go short? If the export is. 
stopped, and it is found that there is 
still a shortage, it will then be time to 
recommend a mixture of wheat and corn. 
I hope you will see the fault of your 
argument, and assist in the stopping of 
the export of wheat.” 


MR. GRAFF’S REPLY 


This correspondence attracted the at- 
tention of Congressman J. Hampton 
Moore, of Philadelphia, who'on Jan. 27 
made a reply, and introduced corre- 
spondence between himself and the Com- 
mercial Exchange of Philadelphia, in 
which L. G. Graff, its president, took 
sharp issue, first, with the statements of 
the New York bakers made in their let- 
ter addressed to members of Congress 
under date of Dec. 7, in which they 
urged an embargo, and second, to the 
letters of Congressman Rainey to Mr. 
Plarre, in which he argued that his bill 
would remedy all the apparent shortage. 

Concerning that bill and those letters, 
Mr. Graff says: “I find the wheat flour 
manufacturers of Philadelphia consider 
the Rainey bill a most pernicious docu- 
ment, which would, if enacted into law, 
compel a citizen of the United States to 
buy something against his wish and de- 
sire; an admixture of corn flour with 
wheat flour is properly prohibited at 
present, unless it is so branded when 
offered for sale. The consumers will not 
buy corn flour mixed with wheat flour; 
if they were satisfied to do so, it would 
be on the market branded ‘As Is,’ The 
Rainey bill would permit the manufac- 
turer and dealer in flour to fool the 
public by selling a counterfeit.” 

In emphasis of his belief that an em- 
bargo is unnecessary, Mr. Graff cited 
recent encouraging reports as to the 
size of the wheat crop both in this coun- 
try and Canada, and said: “Since Mr, 
Plarre wrote his letter early in Decem- 
ber, the United States government has 
found we raised 10,000,000 bus more in 
1915 than formerly estimated; and the 
crop of 1916 was found to be 33,000,000 
bus more than the early estimates. This 
43,000,000 bus_increase in the United 
States, and the 111,000,000 bus increase 
in Canada, make 154,000,000 bus more 
wheat than formerly was supposed to 
exist in the two countries. . I re- 
iterate that there will be enough surplus 
wheat and flour in this great land of 
ours for the starving in Europe, whom 
we have been charged to give of our 
bountiful supplies by the Provider of all 
Nations.” Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
increased 23,090 bbls. The output (week 
ending Feb. 3) was 223,995 bbls, against 
372,620 in 1916, 347,565 in 1915 and 354,- 
955 in 1914. This week only 12% mills, 
out of 25, are in operation, and those run- 
ning only part capacity on account of 
car shortage. It is doubtful if output 
will exceed 200,000 bbls. In the corre- 
sponding week last year, Minneapolis 
mills made 355,395 —_ 


* 


Minneapolis and interior mills last week 
did the largest business they have had 
since Christmas week. The big breaks, 
notably that of 14c on Feb. 1, stimulated 
the business. In some cases the flour was 
mainly taken by bakers. anda jobbers, while 
in others jobbers were the most active 
buyers. No orders above 5,000 bbls were 
reported. However, jobbers who would 
ordinarily take 5,000 to 10,000 bbls came 
into the market for 1,000 to 2,000 bbls 
about every day. 

It was on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday of last week that the big sales 
were made. With the current production 
curtailed one-half or more, many mills 
for the week made bookings of 100 to 200 
per cent of their output. While the mills 
made some exceptions by selling 90 days 
ahead, usually their terms were 30 and 
60 days’ shipment. 

Yesterday (Feb. 5) some mills made 
comparatively heavy domestic flour sales. 

Though shipping directions are coming 
slowly, in many cases they are being fur- 
nished faster than the mills care for. 
This is owing to the desperate situation 
as to freightcars and the inability of the 
mills, in consequence, to make shipments. 

Foreign sales last week seemed to be 
confined to 5,000 or 6,000 bags of first 
clear. More business could have been 


done in this grade if it had not been for * 


the adverse shipping conditions. Some 
ocean room can now be had via New 
Orleans, with the rate 75c per 100 lbs 
from Minneapolis to London, Liverpool 
and Glasgow, but the car situation and 
complications as to war insurance, pre- 
clude transactions. Some mills are not 
even answering cables. 

Several mills report first clear in better 
demand and very strong in price. They 
assert that where formerly this grade 
was selling at $1 bbl under patent, it is 
now held at only 50c less. An occasional 
mill is still willing to sell on the basis of 
$1 bbl under patent. 

Most mills are sold ahead on second 
clear, and therefore are out of the mar- 
ket. If they had it to offer, they feel 
that they could get a good price for it 
abroad. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $8.70 
@9.20 per 196 lbs in wood. 

* * 

On account of the light running of 
mills, feed is scarce and strong, with 
trading confined almost exclusively to 
mixed cars. Resellers are doing little, 
since they are unable to get deliveries 
from mills. Temporarily, business is prac- 
tically at a standstill. 

A pretty good demand for feed in 
mixed cars with flour is reported by mills 
in western and central states territory. 
Some mills have raised the minimum 
quantity of flour in mixed cars to 100 
bbls. They report the disposing of their 
entire current production of feed in this 
way. 


Bran and standard middlings are 


strong at $31@32 ton, in 100-Ib sacks, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis; flour middlings, $88@ 


39; red dog, $44@47.50,—latter in 140- 
Ib sacks. 

The trade naturally regards present 
prices as too high, but millers do not hold 
out any hope of lower values as long as 
the output remains light. In fact, some 
believe the top has not yet been reached. 








nitely postponed, but the House, by a 
vote of 97 to 7, took the bill from the 
committee and placed it on general or- 
ders. Those opposing the bill contend that 
it would place additional burdens on the 
farmer. 
CHARLES H. SANBORN 

Mr. Sanborn was born in Maquoketa, 
Iowa, March 4, 1867, where his father 
was in the mercantile business for 57 
years. After graduating from high school 
in 1882, for five years he was bookkeeper 
and assistant manager of his father’s 
store. At the age of 20, with an older 
brother, he purchased his father’s busi- 
ness, which was conducted successfully 
for two years. In 1889, he purchased his 
brother’s interest, and continued business 
for five years—one of the largest retail 
groceries in Iowa, with an annual trade 
of over $100,000. 
He became associated with Dwight M. 


CHARLES H, SANBORN 


Stocks in dealers’ hands generally are 
light, and a heavy consumptive demand is 
anticipated until well into the spring. 


MINNEAPOLIS MILIS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 12% were in operation Feb. 6: 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A 
and E mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., A and B mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A (one-half), B, C, 
E, F and G mills, 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston’s mill, 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill will be 
started Wednesday morning. 


FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
Special reports of 31 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 28,950 bbls, show that in the 
week ending Feb. 3 they made 66,730 
bbls of flour (representing 300,000 bus of 
wheat), against 111,615 bbls in 1916. 
Thirty-one “outside” mills last week 
shipped 3,925 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 2,030 in 1916. 


WOULD TAX GRAIN TRADES 


A bill recently introduced in the Min- 
nesota legislature to tax grain trades 1c 
for each $100 involved is to come up for 
a vote soon. The tax committee asked 
that consideration of the bill be indefi- 





Baldwin, Jr., in 1895, as accountant and 
sales-manager, going first to Graceville, 
Minn. Fifteen months later Mr. Bald- 
win removed his office to Minneapolis, 
where Mr. Sanborn continued with him 
until 1904. That year he became identi- 
fied with the Russell-Miller Milling Co. 
in its sales department; had charge of 
sales and was secretary of the company 
for several years; finally was made its 
general sales-manager, which position he 
still holds. 

Mr. Sanborn took a conspicuous part 
in the initial work of exploiting the 
“Occident” brand of flour, and met with 
exceptional success in a campaign by 
correspondence. 


THE CAR SITUATION 


There is no apparent change in the 
situation at Minneapolis and _ interior 
points in the Northwest. The lack of cars 
is so serious that there appears to be no 
room for conditions to become worse. 
While the mills have plenty of flour or- 
ders to fill and are anxious to do so, in- 
ability to get cars works to cause con- 
siderable idleness, with the result that 
the current output is not over half what 
it would be otherwise. Some mills are 
not running even that strongly. 

Grain men are suffering equally with 
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the millers. ‘They have millions of bush- 
els of wheat sold for definite delivery, but 
are unable to meet their contracts, owing 
to the impossibility of getting cars. It is 
true that heavy snowstorms and a tem- 
— from 1 to 15 degrees below zero 

ave complicated matters. However, con- 
ditions were very bad before this weather, 
and the cold and snow could not make 
much difference. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 1,031,000 
bus, a net decrease from the preceding 
week of 736,000 bus. At Minneapolis 
there was a decrease of 759,000 bus and 
at Duluth an increase of 23,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, Feb. 3, 
receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1917- 1916 1915 1914 1913 
Minneapolis .... 855 1,837 1,952 1,542 2,170 
NS AR 176 269 426 204 496 


DOGO, 0.6 cisvae 1,031 2,106 2,378 1,746 2, 666 
Duluth, bonded. 307 156 38 31 124 














TOMS O55 1,338 2,262 2,416 1,777 2,790 

Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 

Duluth on Feb, 3, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted), were: . 

1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 

Minneap’lis 12,386 13,527 16,319 19,887 20,436 

Duluth.... 5,890 13,005 9,946 12,073 11,543 





26,532 26,265 31,960 31,979 


Totals... .18,276 
479 577 127 1,046 450 


Duluth, b’d’d 1, 





Totals....19,755 27,109 26,392 33,006 32,429 
CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 
Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to Feb. 3, 
1917, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 


1916-17 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 
Minneapolis .. 63,621 105,766 75,648 64,433 
Duluth ....... 18,564 86,025 49,696 63,019 





WOORIs, . ceses 82,185 191,791 125,344 117,45 
Duluth, bonded 3,144 4,161 1,299 3,00 





Totals....... 85,329 195,952 126,643 120,454 


UNITED FLOUR MILIS CO. 


To conform with the state laws, the 
foreclosure of the mortgages on the two 
mills of the United Flour Mills Co., Min- 
neapolis, will take the usual legal course. 
This includes the mill at Sleepy Eye, 
Minn., and the Queen Bee at Sioux Falls, 
S. D. 

The proceedings, so far as the Sleepy 
Eye mill is concerned, will probably be 
concluded so that it can be sold about 
March 7. Similar proceedings will after- 
wards be taken as to the Queen Bee mill. 

R. H. Goddard, of Chicago, represent- 
ing the bondholders’ committee, is in 
Minneapolis today looking after matters 
pertaining to the company’s property and 
its liquidation. He states that the rumor 
that the Sleepy Eye mill would be dis- 
mantled and the machinery sold at auc- 
tion this month is wholly without founda- 
tion. 

DEATH OF A BRAVE MAN 


Donald Mackerchar, first vice-president 
of the First and Security National Bank, 
Minneapolis, died in this city on Feb. 4, 
following an operation which was made 
in a desperate attempt to secure recovery 
from an intestinal trouble from which he 
had long suffered. 

Mr. Mackerchar was trained in his 
profession in England and Scotland; he 
became connected with the First Na- 
tional Bank in 1887. A few years later, 
while on a fishing excursion in the wilds 
of northern Michigan, he and his friends 
took the stage for the railway junction. 
On the road to the station, the party was 
held up by the then famous outlaw, 
“Black Bart.” Mr. Mackerchar was not 
one to submit without resistance to such 
an outrage, and attempted to secure his 
revolver with which to make a defense. 
The highwayman shot him twice, striking 
him in the face and the knee. In the 
fight the stage driver was killed. 

It took a long time for the wounds to 
heal, and during his convalescence Mr. 
Mackerchar revisited Scotland. Always 
he bore upon him the marks of this des- 
perate encounter, and, in consequence, 
was lame. -Few ever heard him speak of 
the incident, which had shown him pos- 
sessed of the highest courage. 

At the time of his death, he was 61 
years old. He was unmarried, and is sur- 
vived by a brother in Glasgow, a banker, 
and a sister, now living near that city. 
His closest and most intimate friend in this 

(Continued on page 403.) 
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Flour trade the fore part of the week 
howed an improvement, as buyers, who 
ive been holding off expecting lower 
rices, came into the market and bought 
reely, but the sudden severe break and 
.ervous wheat market at the close, influ- 
need by the extremely critical foreign 
onditions and threatened cutting off of 
hipments abroad, suspended business. 

rrade, no doubt, will continue in mill 

ands to buyers in absolute need, for 

ome time. 

Prices were at a wide range, some mills 
ot being inclined to follow the decline in 
‘heat to its full extent, while others were 
illing to make material concessions to 
duce buyers to take hold. 

Reports from country mills as to south- 
crn trade all claim that business, although 
-howing a decided improvement before 
ihe break in wheat, at the close was prac- 
tically at a standstill, and actual buying 
lighter than at any previous time on the 
rop. There was fair inquiry right along, 
uit it was more to keep in touch with 

conditions than with buying intent. 

There was no change in the export 
situation. A few cables were received 
from the Continent asking for bids, but 
for the most part mills*could not offer, 
ind are not pushing sales. Sales reported 
were few, and only for a limited quantity. 
\ few mills reported a fair amount of 
business with Latin America, but the de- 
mand from that section was quiet. 

The reduction in buying in the local 
market has been marked for some weeks. 
buyers who contracted for quantities be- 
yond their own needs were reselling at 
substantial concessions under the market, 
and these were practically the only sales 
made before the break, 

Nominal quotations at the close were 
approximately as follows: hard winter 
fancy patent, $8@8.25; straight, $7.80@8; 
lirst clear, $7.20@7.60; second clear, $6.60 
(6.90; low-grade, $6.20@6.40,—jute. 
Soft winter fancy patent, $7.90@8.25; 
second patent, $7.60@7.80; extra fancy, 
87.25@7.45; second clear, $6.75@7; low- 
vrade, $6.10@6.40,—jute or cotton. Pa- 
cifie Coast soft wheat fancy patent, $7.90 
«$.25; straight, $7.60@7.80; cut-off, 
7.25@7.40,—jute. Spring wheat patent, 
3.20@8.50; first clear, $7.20@7.70,—jute. 
tye, $8; dark, $7.75. 

Millfeed was less active at about $1 ton 
lower on the week. Demand was general- 
lv good, but the volume of business was 
not as large as a week or two ago. Coun- 
{vy millers are sold ahead, and are dis- 
posing of their feed in mixed cars and at 
mill doors. 


me > CF. 


THE WEATHER AND THE GROWING CROP 


The growing crop suffered extreme 
weather changes last week. Early in the 
week, springlike weather prevailed 
throughout Missouri and southern Illi- 
nois, followed by zero and lower tempera- 
tures, with no snow covering to protect 
the plant and, no doubt, there was some 
winter-killing done. However, it will 
ke growing weather in April and May 
develop the damage. 

Following is the gist of reports re- 
cvived: Needs protection against cold 
weather... Very mild weather the fore 
part of the week, but later the mercury 
cropped to 10 below zero and, as the 
plant had no snow covering, some dam- 
ize, no doubt, has been done. ..Good con- 
dition...Hard frost and no snow cover- 
iig...Ten bélow zero and no snow cover- 
ing will damage the plant...In good 
condition, but present cold snap, without 
any snow protection, is very unfavorable 
---Looks good, but unprotected during 
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severe cold weather...Snow covering was 
needed to protect plant. 
Mills included in the above reports are: 


Biake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill. 

H. C, Cole Milling Co., Chester, Ill. 
Columbia (Ill:) Star Milling Co. 

Lexington (Ky.) Roller Mills Co, 

Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, Ill. 

Ph. H. Postel Milling Co., Mascoutah, Ill. 
Steeleville (Ill.) Milling Co. 

Chas, Tiedemann Milling Co., O’Fallon, Ill, 


FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 50,400 bbls, for 
the week ending Feb. 3 was 26,300, repre- 
senting 52 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 36,000, or 71 per cent, the 
previous week, 74 per cent a year ago, 
and 82 per cent in 1915. 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 77,400 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 48,400, repre- 
senting 63 per cent, compared with 48,- 
900, or 63 per cent, the previous week, 
66 per cent a year ago, and 73 per cent 
in 1915. 

NOTES 

Wheat receipts for January, 1917, were 
3,775,476 bus, compared with 3,689,265 in 
January, 1916. 

August Rump, official flour inspector, 
reports 17,618 bbls flour inspected at St. 
Louis for January, 1917. Stocks of flour 
Feb. 1, 1917, were 90,600 bbls, compared 
with 81,400 on Jan. 1, 1917, and 67,600 on 
Feb. 1, 1916. 

The American Mararoni Co. has pur- 
chased a site for the erection of a large 
plant for the manufacture of macaroni 
and spaghetti, the location of which will 
afford good shipping facilities and acces- 
sibility to labor. Its present plant has 
been working day and night for months, 
and been unable to fill orders, but the 
new plant will increase the output about 
tenfold. 





NORTHWESTERN CAR SHORTAGE 


(Continued from page 391.) 


railroads as they deserve, and ‘that the 
carriers could, if they really wanted to, 
give them better service. They cite, as 
one of their reasons for believing this, the 
following: 

Within the past two weeks, Minne- 
apolis companies received some very at- 
tractive bids from the East on round lots 
of corn, oats and barley, for immediate 
shipment. The concerns in question would 
have liked to accept these offers, but, 
knowing how impossible it has been for 
them to secure cars in which to make 
shipments to the East, they had to de- 
cline the offers, specifying a lack of cars 
as their reason for so doing. 

To their amazement, the eastern peo- 
ple came back, renewing the offers and 
guaranteeing that the necessary equip- 
ment would be forthcoming. On the 
strength of this assurance, the grain was 
sold, and, within a very few days, empty 
cars were placed alengside the elevators 
to receive the grain. Some of it has al- 
ready been shipped. Local grain men 
now ask how these eastern interests were 
able to get cars at Minneapolis, when 
they themselves could not do so. 

It is also claimed that within the last 
two weeks a string of about 30 new box- 
cars, belonging to an eastern road, were 
received in Minneapolis. The cars ap- 
parently had never been used, but they 
were marked as unfit for grain and to 
be used for flour-loading. 


A TRAFFIC MAN’S VIEW 

A prominent Minneapolis traffic man, 
closely associated with the grain and mill- 
ing trades, and well versed in conditions 
throughout the country, commenting on 
the present situation and what has led up 
to it, says: 

“The eastern lines have for over a year 
retained in their possession a far 


greater number of boxcars than they in- 
dividually own. That excess has been in- 
creasing every month. Eastern carriers 
must have known of the conditions that 
were developing in the South and West 
by reason of their holding this excess 
equipment, yet they apparently did noth- 
ing to relieve the situation. 

“Numerous complaints filed by civic 
and other trade bodies with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. resulted in 
the commission instituting an investiga- 
tion carly in November, to look into the 
car situation of the entire country. Still 
the eastern lines failed to release cars, 
and the number in excess of ownership 
continued to increase. The Interstate 
Commerce Commission then indicated 
that all lines should release from their 
possession all equipment in excess of 
ownership. 


THE CAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 


“This suggestion by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission resulted in the 
carriers appointing a committee, known 
as the Car Service Committee of the 
American Railway Association. The com- 
mittee met in Washington, Mr. Dow, 
representing the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, attending its sessions daily. 

“It was supposed to be the duty of this 
committee to see that all lines carried out 
without delay the suggestions of the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission in order 
to reduce to ownership the number of 
cars eastern lines were holding. 

“So much information, indicating ap- 
parently the failure of a large number 
of roads to co-operate in relieving the 
car shortage in the South and West, was 
reaching the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission through the Car Service Commit- 
tee that all roads were cited to appear in 
Washington, Dec. 28, to show cause why 
an order should not be issued by the 
commission, directing that all equipment 
be immediately returned to its owners, 
either loaded or empty, after being. re- 
leased from the loads then contained. 

“The railroad executives strenuously 
objected to any such order, and directed 
that the Car Service Committee, which 
had been keeping the commission in- 
formed, be immediately transferred to 
New York. The committee, on its arrival 
at New York, was advised that its activi- 
ties might cease until further advised by 
the executive officers. So far as can be 
learned, the committee has done nothing 
since Jan. 1. 

“The removal to New York of the Car 
Service Committee apparently indicated 
to the Interstate Commerce Commission 
the carriers’ failure to do what they could 
to bring about the needed relief. This 
resulted in the order of the commission, 
dated Jan. 18, to become effective Feb. 
21, directing that all carriers return all 
opert-top and refrigerator cars imme- 
diately to their owners. 

“This order also suggested that the 
carriers would be-given 10 days in which 
to formulate plans whereby carriers hav- 
ing an excess of boxcars would return this 
excess to such lines as had in their pos- 
session less cars than they owned. The 


railroads have so far ignored the com-- 


mission’s request to take action, and as 
the 10 days have elapsed, the next move 
apparently appears to be up to the com- 
mission. 


SHORTAGE OF NORTHWESTERN ROADS 


“At present, it is estimated that of the 
northwestern roads, the Soo has in its 
possession about 7,000 boxcars less than 
it owns; the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul about 6,000 less; the Rock Island 
about 7,000 less; the Great Western be- 
tween 3,000 and 4,000 less; the Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy about 6,000 less,— 
and other western roads about in the 
same proportion. 

“At the same time, it is claimed that 
the Pennsylvania road has between 30,000 
and 35,000 more boxcars in its possession 


than it actually owns; the New York Cen- 


tral Lines about 12,000 more; the Balti- 
more & Ohio about 11,000,—and_ practi- 
cally all eastern lines have a like propor- 
tion of boxcars in their possession in ex- 
cess of what they own. 

“The impression among western ship- 
pers is that if the eastern lines had at 
any time contemplated releasing any of 
the boxcars in excess of ownership to the 
lines which were properly entitled to 
them, they undoubtedly would have done 
so without forcing the Interstate Com- 
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merce Commission to institute the pres- 
ent investigation. 

“Shippers feel that eastern carriers 
have taken advantage of existing condi- 
tions to increase their revenue by using 
the surplus empty boxcars to handle the 
enormously increased tonnage originating 
locally on the lines east of Chicago. This 
class of freight, for the most part, pro- 
duces high revenues, while shipments 
originating on lines west of Chicago gen- 
erally move on a lower schedule of rates. 

“One of the reasons advanced for the 
failure of eastern roads to return empty 
boxcars is lack of motive power to handle 
them. Shippers, however, will not listen 
to this. They cannot see why locomotives 
cannot haul as many boxcars westbound 
as eastbound, and that, they say, is all 
that is needed to afford relief. 


REMEDIES PROPOSED 

“The representative of one of the larg- 
est grain receiving and shipping concerns 
at Minneapolis suggests that if the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission wants to 
afford actual and lasting relief, and can- 
not itself force the redistribution of all 
boxcars, it should unhesitatingly decree 
that any carrier retaining in its possession 
more boxcars than it owns, contrary to 
the wishes of the owners of this equip- 
ment, is guilty of placing an undue bur- 
den upon interstate commerce. In this 
man’s opinion, such a carrier is, in effect, 
guilty of flagrant discriminatory practice 
in furnishing equipment. 

“Another remedy suggested for the 
amelioration of existing troubles in the 
Northwest would be to find any carrier 
not having in its possession as many box- 
cars as it owned—or a sufficient number 
to take care of reasonable demands— 
guilty of negligence, and liable to any 
party suffering loss for damages actually 
sustained. 

“It is asserted that, during the entire 
crop year to date, receivers and shippers 
at Minneapolis have been subjected to 
constant handicaps by reason of what are 
claimed to be arbitrary and, at times, 
unlawful practices on the part of carriers. 


SUMMARY OF GRIEVANCES 


“Some of the grievances alleged by 
shippers have been: refusal of some lines 
to issue bills of lading on system equip- 
ment destined to points beyond its rails; 
refusal to accept shipments of grain, 
while accepting flour, and vice versa; re- 
fusal to accept shipments from one con- 
cern, while accepting similar shipments 
from other concerns; refusal to accept 
through shipments of flour and grain 
from Minneapolis when the same com- 
modities were being accepted when ten- 
dered direct to lines operating east of 
Chicago; refusal by some lines to allow 
equipment loaded with grain arriving at 
Minneapolis to go to interior mills with- 
in a short radius of Minneapolis, though 
such mills constitute a very large buying 
power in Minneapolis; refusal by some 
lines to permit reconsignment of grain 
on through rates to destinations beyond 
Minneapolis; failure of some lines to far- 
nish empty equipment to industries located 
on track of other roads at Minneapolis, 
because of the high increased terminal 
switching charges that, under existing 
tariffs, must be absorbed; refusal of ~ 
some lines to issue bills of lading cover- 
ing shipments in their possession, des- 
tined to points and to parties desperately 
in need of such shipments.” 

* * 

Minneapolis shippers have made clear 
to the Interstate Commerce Commission 
the deplorable conditions under which 
they have been endeavoring to do busi- 
ness. A representative of the commis- 
sion has recently been in Minneapolis in- 
vestigating conditions. He gave particu- 
lar attention to the milling and grain 
trades, interviewing representatives of 
about 30 of the principal companies af- 
fected. , ; 

Testimony was advanced to show how 
this market has been  discriniinated 
against in many ways, and how contracts 
involving millions of dollars have been 
placed in jeopardy through the failure of 
railroads to furnish equipment. 

It is hoped that the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, as soon as it has had 
time to digest its representative’s report 
on conditions in the Northwest, and par- 
ticularly at Minneapolis, will take speedy 
action to remedy existing conditions. 

Rosert T. Bearry. 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending Feb. 3 was estimated 
at 21,500 bbls, or 78 per cent of capacity, 
compared with 23,250, or 89 per cent, a 
week ago, 17,000, or 58 per cent, in 1916, 
and 21,500, or 78 per cent, in 1915. 

The news from abroad that became 
public on Thursday morning resulted in 
a decided break in the wheat market and 
a practical withdrawal of all flour quota- 
tions during that day. On Friday there 
was a somewhat steadier range of flour 
values, and the mills were a little more 
inclined to give consideration to offers. 
The net decline on flour from Wednesday 
until Saturday was about 50c bbl. 

Millers are manufacturing today under 
a greater strain than at any former time. 
The inability of make shipments, due to 
the car situation, the scarcity of soft 
wheat, the high cost of bags, together with 
the problem as to the obtaining of steam 
coal, are factors that have made milling 
extremely difficult. 

There have been probably a half-dozen 
millers in this market within the week, 


most of them on their way to the East.” 


It is surprising, judging from their com- 
ments on trade conditions, that as much 
flour has been made as reported. Some 
mills with a capacity of 1,500 to 2,000 
bbls daily, especially those in the South- 
west, claim that they are receiving from 
one to three cars a day for shipments of 
flour and mill products to the East. 
Locally, the condition has improved some- 
what, and the mills are operating a little 
more than half capacity. 

Occasionally, a sale is reported of a 
considerable amount. The manager of 
one of the largest biscuit concerns, with 
plants located throughout the country, is 
reported to have purchased early last 
week about 100,000 bbls soft wheat flour 
at an average price of $7.40, bulk, Chi- 
cago. Another sale of bread flour, re- 
ported to have been in“the neighborhood 
of 35,000 bbls, part of it being 95 per 
cent patents from the Southwest, was at 
$7.60, bulk, and northwestern 95 per cent 
patent at $7.90, bulk. These sales are 
said to have been made on Wednesday. 

‘Probably 90 per cent of the car-lot 
buyers of flour will not enter into any 
transactions, they claim, until the market 
becomes more settled. In turn, the job- 
bers, brokers and millers’ agents are of 
the same frame of mind. Therefore, 
little can be offered in the way of orders 
from Chicago until there is a change in 
conditions. The miller in the country is 
in as good a position to judge as to the 
possibilities of future business in Chi- 
cago as if he were located here. It is all 
problematical, and will remain so until 
foreign troubles are settled. 


FLOUR MEN’S CLUB MEETING 


The entertainment committee of the 
Flour Men’s Club of Chicago sprang a 
surprise at the monthly meeting, held 
Wednesday evening, Jan. 31, at the Great 
Northern Hotel. The programme was by 
far the most pleasing of any former meet- 
ing, and the attendance, which numbered 
60, was in excess of that of any other 
session. 

The speakers of the evening were 
Frank Johnston, assistant state attorney, 
who represented Maclay Hoyne, state at- 
torney, who was ill and unable to attend 
the meeting; Captain Steever, of the 
military training department of the Chi- 
cago public schools, who told of the work 
done in that department; and Professor 
John D. Shoop, who gave a very inter- 
esting address on education. M. J. 


O’Brien, flour broker, and John W. Eck- 
hart were the only ones in the trade to 
speak. No reports were read, as the 
programme was lengthy, and there were 
no special subjects to discuss. 


WHEAT MARKET EXCITED 


Thursday witnessed the most severe 
break in wheat since the war started. A 
drop of 15c in May wheat over night on 
the publication of the German subsea 
note resulted. It started a heavy selling 
movement, and the execution of stop or- 
ders made a difference of 7c bu in the 
price of May, in various parts of the pit, 
at one time. It was impossible to execute 
me orders at anywhere near the limit, 
and serious losses were made by all longs. 

The price dropped 19¥c from the high 
point on Wednesday to the low on Thurs- 
day, the inside figure being $1.56, or 
within 214c of the lowest figure made 
during the December liquidation. It 
showed a loss of over 35c from the recent 
high point on the late upturn on May, 
and 3934c from the highest of the season. 
July dropped 18c and September llc 
from the high point of prevoius week. 

Heavy selling of May wheat and buy- 
ing of July by some of the largest 
local and eastern’ speculators nar- 
rowed the May-July spread from around 
39c recently, to 20c. It was considered 
good speculating to get out of the long 
May and into the July at the big differ- 
ence, and the spread has been a profitable 
one, as the crop outlook is not regarded 
as sufficiently good to induce short sales 
for July. 


GERMAN WHEAT SPECULATORS 


A syndicate of rich German specula- * 


tors, who have made their headquarters 
in New York since the war started, have 
been selling wheat heavily in the Chicago 
market for several weeks, and have se- 
cured immense profits. They have been 
operating through one of. the pro-German 
houses here, and have talked as though 
they were in close touch with the highest 
officials in Germany. 

Prior to the latest note from Germany 
becoming public, the tip was handed 
around that something was to be pulled 
off within a few days. Those in position 
to know, say that they were heavy buyers 
of wheat on the 15c break Thursday, 
when the German subsea note was pub- 
lished in the papers. Purchases were well 
up in the millions of bushels. A broker 
in close-touch with the speculative Ger- 
mans says that those who pretend to rep- 
resent the German government as specu- 
lators are impostors. 


THE EXPORT WHEAT SITUATION 


Export business in wheat has dropped 
to insignificant proportions, due to the 
recent heavy purchases by foreign gov- 
ernments, particularly the allies. Cash 
premiums at the Gulf, which were 19c 
over Chicago May a few weeks ago, have 
dropped to 8@9c over, due to a blockade 
at the Gulf ports. All the leading Gulf 
roads have issued embargo notices against 
shipments there. Premiums on hard win- 
ter at Baltimore have held better than at 
the Gulf. At their highest, they were 
2ic over Chicago May, and are now 18c 
over sellers, with no buyers. Eastern 
roads have continued their blockade in 
most instances, and those which recently 
took them off have replaced them. 

There are over 1,000,000 bus hard win- 
ter sold by Missouri River cash handlers 
for November loading, on which no 
directions have been given as regards 
shipments. There are over 20,000,000 bus 
wheat sold in all positions for export that 
have not been cleared. One of the best- 
posted Kansas City cash handlers says 
that their stocks are sold for export. Re- 
cently the bulk of the stock at St. Louis 
was sold for export, and moved out, but 


has been largely replaced by fresh re- 
ceipts. 
NOTES 

The failure to execute an order for 
250,000. bus May wheat early Thursday 
caused a loss to a pit trader of $10,000. 

Benjamin Koral, who has been in the 
flour business in Chicago for some time, 
will hereafter handle automobile acces- 
sories. 

There is considerable buckwheat flour 
on the market offered for sale at lower 
values than quoted a few days ago. Some 
resales are on the basis of $4.60 per 100 
lbs in grain sacks. 


It is understood that all but 300,000 
bus of the poor old No. 2 hard wheat in 
store here has been disposed of. Orders 
are out for loading the greater part of 
this for shipment to mills as soon as cars 
are available. 


Receipts of wheat continue liberal, de- 
spite the fact that supplies in the interior 
are said to be light. Reports received 
here indicate that millers Ps have 
good supplies of wheat, and are not buy- 
ing heavily, owing to dullness of the flour 
trade. 

Kafir corn has been selling around $2 
per 100 lbs in the Southwest, or about 50c 
over Indian corn. is has created a de- 
mand for the latter to fill the place of the 
former, which has been sold to chicken 
feed dealers here, as they had to have it 
to fill orders, regardless of price. 


Charles C. Blodgett, sales-manager of 
the Claro Milling Co., Waseca, Minn., was 
in Chicago, Tuesday, on his way to some 
of the southern and eastern markets. He 
stated that the car situation has improved 
somewhat in the Northwest, and his com- 
pany is able to make more shipments 
than a few weeks ago. 

J. A. Bushfield, who engaged in the 
flour brokerage business in May of last 
year, and later represented exclusively 
the Kehlor Flour Mills Co., of St. Louis, 
in this market, has resigned, and has be- 
come associated with the Crary-Johnson 
Co., a grain and provision firm, in the 
Insurance Exchange Building. 

The political situation is the most po- 
tent factor in the making of wheat prices, 


and is expected to continue until the 


relations between the United States and 
Germany are less strained. The outside 
speculative trade has suffered serious 
losses by the big decline in prices, and is 
going slow on the buying side. 

Frank Gaszner, with Durand & Kasper 
Co., wholesale grocers, for seven years, 
has been engaged by the McNeil & Hig- 
gins Co., wholesale grocers and flour mer- 
chants, Chicago, to handle its cereal ac- 
count. The latter has made no announce- 
ment as to manager of the flour depart- 
ment, to succeed the late John Adams. 

William P. Fisher, president of the 
Fisher Flouring Mills Co., Seattle, Wash., 
has been in Chicago for several days. He 
is on an extended business trip to the 
East and the South, and will journey 
homeward via California. Owing to the 
condition of the wheat market and the 
trade problems, he is not sure when he 
will reach home. 

There is said to be $3,000,000 due the 
government by grain traders on trades 
made prior to the expiration of the stam 
tax on all operations on exchanges. Trad- 
ers here have contended that transfer 
deals should not be taxed. Judge Evans, 
of the federal court, has ruled that they 
were trades, and should pay tax. The 
case will be appealed. 

The corn market was not demoralized 
to the same extent as that of wheat last 
week, May declining 6c and July 3%c. 
May oats dropped 714c and July 514c. 
Seaboard exporters were in the market 
with good bids for corn on the decline, 
but were unable to secure sufficient sellers 
to fill their orders. Some of the largest 
cash handlers refused to make sales, ow- 
ing to the shipping difficulties. 

When the announcement was made 
Saturday that the United States had de- 
cided to break with Germany there was 
a rush of selling in all grains. Wheat 
prices dropped 714,c from the highest at 
the opening to $1.544%4c. Heavy buying 
to cover shorts by the German syndicate 
took the offerings, and made a quick rally 
of 13c. Sentiment among traders sud- 
denly switched to the long side when 
prices turned up and advanced 14c in 
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nearly as many minutes. At the last théy 
were mostly bullish. The extreme ner- 
vousness presaiing was illustrated by the 
selling of offers at the close, for 
Monday, at $1.98, and bids at $1.30, a 
spread of 68c. This is the widest known 
to the trade. 





WISCONSIN 


MitwavuKkee, Wis., Feb. 5.—The flour 
production last week of the Milwaukee 
mills, with a weekly capacity of 12,000 
bbls, was 11,000, representing 92 per cent 
of capacity. The previous weal mills 
with the same capacity turned out 6,000. 
or 50 per cent; a year ago, mills with » 
capacity of 24,600 turned out 16,500, or 
63 per cent. 

Flour business showed a decided im- 
provement. Millers reported excellent 
trade from all sections, and at times a 
week’s output was sold each day. Mills 
operated heavily, and were able to secure 
cars for shipment. While the car situa- 
tion has shown no improvement general- 
ly, millers were fortunate in securing 
sufficient equipment to take care of the 
week’s output. 

Choice city brands of hard spring 
wheat patent declined sharply, following 
the cash market. Prices were off 80c bbl. 
being quoted at $8.90@9 in wood, with 
straights offered at $8.40@8.50. Ship- 
ping directions came in freely, and mill- 
ers had no difficulty in securing loading 
orders. Clears were in good demand, 
with prices lower in sympathy with pat- 
ent, and were quoted at $7.70@7.75, jute. 
Stocks are light, and as fast as the flour 
was manufactured it was loaded out. 
Bakers stocked up freely on the break. 

Rye flour was lower, being quoted at 
$7.30 for pure in wood; country blends 
were offered at $6.70 for dark and $6.95 
for white, in jute. Business was good 
with the East and the Southwest; state 
and local trade satisfactory. 

Corn meal in good demand, both white 
and yellow selling at $2.40 in 100-lb cot- 
ton sacks. Trade was good with the 
South for white, and local trade bought 
freely in packages. Grits were in good 
demand at $2.35 per 100 lbs. 

Millfeed was higher, both bran and 
standard fine middlings advancing 50c. 
Shippers had little to sell for immediate 
shipment. All had difficulty in obtaining 
cars for eastern shipment. Most ship- 
pers have considerable feed coming from 
northwestern country mills, which they 
are unable to get, owing to the mills’ in- 
ability to obtain equipment. 

Eastern demand was good, and transit 
feed sold at top prices. Country deal- 
ers bought freely, both in straight and 
mixed cars with flour, paying a premium 
for immediate shipment. All have light 
stocks, and shippers look for good busi- 
ness during the present month. Hominy 
feed advanced 50c, and millers were un- 
able to supply the demand. Fancy wheat 
screenings found ready sale, but low- 
grades were slow and neglected. Local 
mills are sold ahead on all grades of feed 
except flour middlings. 

Choice milling wheat was in good de- 
mand, but offers were scarce. Off-grades 
were slow, and difficult to sell. Millers 
have good stocks of choice on hand. Top 
price for No. 1 northern, $1.82, 


NOTES 

E. K. Collins, Madison, Wis., will open 
a flour and feed store on North Davidson 
Street. 

Car receipts of grain for.the week: 
wheat, 96; corn, 474; oats, 376; barley. 
219; rye, 28; flaxseed, 2. 

Flour stocks in Milwaukee on Feb. 1 
were 30,850 bbls, compared with 23,840 
on Jan, 1, and 26,059 on Feb. 1, 1916. 

‘The Osceola (Wis.) Mill & Elevator 
Co., C. C. Ladd, pe will erect a 
flour and feed mill, to cost about $60,000 

The Arthur Heinsohn. feed mill al 
Dowing,. near Menomonie, Wis., was 
burned last week. Loss, $5,000; insur- 
ance, $3,500. 

The flour production of the Milwauke: 
mills for January was 30,500 bbls, com- 
pared with 25,500 in December and 68,000 
in January, 1916. 

A. J. W. Pierce, one of the oldest mem- 
bers of the Milwaukee Chamber of Com- 
merce, died last week. He had been in 
the produce business for 50 years. 

Edwin Oborn, Neenah, Wis., a pioneer 
in the flour-milling business of Wiscon- 
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sin, died last week, aged 73. He was 
born in Bradford, Wiltshire, England. 


A bill which would amend the constitu- 
tion of the state of Wisconsin so as to 
give the state power to acquire, construct 
and operate grain elevators and storage 
plants has been introduced in the Wis- 
consin legislature. 

The Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce 
has adopted a resolution which favors the 
plan of taking the rate-making power 
out of the hands of the state railroad 
‘ommission and placing it with the In- 
\erstate Commerce Commission. This ac- 
tion is taken, the resolution sets forth, 
because throughout the United States 
there is an almost complete paralysis of 
business in certain lines, resulting largely 
from lack of railway equipment, and 
terminal facilities, directly traceable in 
many instances to hostile legislation to 
the railroads of the various states. The 
resolution further sets forth that there 
have been many adverse decisions by state 
commissions, thereby depleting the rev- 
enues of railroads and reducing their 
credit to such an extent that they are 
hampered in the purchase of equipment 
ind terminal facilities adequate for 
handling freight and passenger business 
economically and expeditiously. 

H. N. Wiutson. 





NASHVILLE 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Feb. 5.—During the 
first half of last week there was fair de- 
mand for flour from the Southeast, but 
the uncertainty of the situation develop- 
ing later on account of complications 
with Germany brought demand to an ab- 
rupt end. Certain sections of the South 
are reported to be in need of flour, and 
business is expected to be forthcoming 
as soon as conditions become more set- 
tled, 

Specifications received during the week 
were of fair volume, but not up to what 
the mills desired. No trouble of conse- 
quence has thus far been reported on ac- 
count of buyers defaulting on contracts. 

Prices at the close were substantially 
as follows: best or short soft winter 
wheat patents, in cotton, f.o.b. Ohio 
River, $9@9.50; standard or regular pat- 
ents, $8.50@8.60; long patents, 15c under 
standard; low-grades, 30@50c under 
standard. 

Rehandlers reported light demand for 
Minnesota and Kansas flours, with prices 
falling off in sympathy with wheat. Quo- 
tations: spring wheat patents, jute, de- 
livered Nashville, $8.50@8.75; hard win- 
ter patents, $8@8.20. 

Wheat broke 12@1l5c last week. There 
was no buying of consequence reported 
at the mills, and a waiting attitude was 
the rule. No. 2 red wheat was quoted 
around $1.80 at the close. 

Millfeed was strong, with prices being 
maintained at a record mark. Supplies 
were light, and the output was absorbed. 
Quotations: soft winter wheat bran, 100- 
lb bags, ton, $33@34; mixed feed, $35@ 
36; standard middlings, $36@37. 

Corn weakened, and was off 2@3c. No. 
3 white and yellow were quoted $1.04@ 
1.05. Bolted corn meal, $2.20@2.30 per 
96-lb bag, with fair demand at the mills, 


OUTPUT 


Nashville and outside mills, with a 
capacity of 144,900 bbls, showed an out- 
put of 85,517, or 59 per cent of capacity. 
This compares with 87,057 bbls and 61 
per cent the preceding week, 56.8 per cent 
the same week in 1915, 72.2 in 1915, 62.2 
in 1914, 56.6 in 19138, and 54.6 in 1912. 


STOCKS 


Stocks, with comparison, as reported 
through the Nashville Grain Exchange: 


Feb. 3 Jan, 27 

F10UP, BRR ccewdecsevics 46,800 42,000 
heat, DUS ..ccccccsasce 372,500 388,300 
Corn, DUB cccccccssecses 122,000 159,000 
Cate: TR cone cbs one ees 452,000 572,800 


Receipts of grain at Nashville last 
week, 158 cars. 

S. W. Portlock has been elected secre- 
tary of the Memphis Merchants’ Ex- 
change. 

A. B. Parker, for eight years superin- 
tendent of the Union elevator, Memphis, 
has been named supervisor of grain in- 
spection at St. Louis. 

Joun Lerprr. 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 
capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week end- 
ing Feb. 3 was 20,400, or 421% per cent 
of capacity, compared with 33,000, or 69 
per cent, the previous week, 33,700, or 70 
per cent, a year ago, 30,400, or 59 per 
cent, two years ago, and 27,200, or 57 
per cent, three years ago. 

Last week was made memorable in the 
grain and milling trade by the announce- 
ment of the resumption of indiscriminate 
submarine activity by Germany and, 
finally, by the breaking of diplomatic 
relations with that country by the United 
States. Wild and excited markets made 
business difficult. Nevertheless, early in 
the week, some flour deals were put 
through. 

Affecting business almost more than 
the markets is the car and embargo situa- 
tion, which grows worse rather than bet- 
ter. Some movement east is being made 
over the Michigan Central via Detroit. 
The embargo over the Nickel Plate was 
modified to eastern points, accepting only 
carloads originating within the switching 
Westbound 
embargo was entirely lifted. 

A number of export sales were made 
last week, and there was considerable in- 
quiry for still more flour at the close. 
Sales of 76 per cent flour are still being 
made from Toledo in accord with in- 
structions from foreign connections. 
Millers expressed the opinion that in the 
event of war with Germany and the tak- 
ing over of German ships interned in the 
United States, there might be a sufficient 
movement of convoyed export shipments 
to materially relieve congestion at sea- 
ports, and thus help out inland freight 
conditions. 

Feed continued in excellent ‘demand, 
with prices firm or showing a tendency to 
advance. One Toledo mill stopped quot- 
ing feed altogether last week. 


CROP CONDITIONS 


This section had all kinds of weather 
last week. Early in the week there was 
a heavy rain, with mild temperatures, 
removing all that remained of the snow 
covering. Later it turned colder, the 
thermometer going below zero at the end 
of the week, and there were flurries of 
snow suggesting a blizzard. The total 
amount of snow was not, however, suffi- 
cient to furnish an adequate covering for 
the wheatfields, which are now exposed. 
Indications at the end of the week were 
for a continuance’of cold weather. 


NOTES 


Fulton County grain dealers were en- 
tertained at dinner at the Inverness Golf 
Club the evening of Feb. 2. 

E. H. Culver has been reappointed 
chief grain inspector and weigher of 
grain for the Toledo Produce Exchange. 

Friends of B. W. Marr, manager Gwinn 
Milling Co., Columbus, Ohio, are extend- 
ing their sympathy on the death of his 
wife after an illness of over a year. 

Alfred A. Croft, well-known machinery 
salesman, for many years with Nordyke 
& Marmon Co., Indianapolis, Ind., died 
recently at his home at ington, Ohio. 

David Anderson, president National 
Milling Co., Toledo, accompanied by Mrs. 
Anderson, will leave Feb. 18 to spend a 
month at Tarpon Inn, Useppa Island, 
Fla. 

Secretary Tanner, of the Ohio Millers’ 
State Association, says that millers who 
are selling bran for $30@35 per ton will 
be interested in the advice given to house- 


wives by Miss Ann McGregor Payne in 
the Ohio State Journal to buy bran in 
packages at grocery stores. ‘The pack- 
ages weigh 114 lbs, and sell for 15c. This 
is at the rate of about $240 per ton. 

Southworth & Co., grain, Toledo, say 
that recovery from setbacks depends 
mainly on export sales, clearances and 
improved domestic transportation situa- 
tion. g 

There was more of a milling demand 
for wheat reported on the Toledo Produce 
Exchange last week. A_ better demand 
for flour was evidenced by a number of 
millers. 

Arthur A, Cunningham, of the Sneath- 
Cunningham Co., grain, Tiffin, Ohio, and 
H. K. Humphrey, of Colton Bros., mill- 
ers, Bellefontaine, Ohio, were in Toledo 
last week. 

The Argo Milling Co.,. Charlevoix, 
Mich., has leased the mill at Central 
Lake known as the Intermediate Valley 
Mills, and will operate in conjunction 
with its own mill. 

The plant of Nordmeyer & Berding, 
Covington, Ky., was destroyed by fire 
recently, and also the Hippodrome The- 
atre adjoining and owned by them, with 
a total loss of about $45,000, 

The campaign by Ohio millers advertis- 
ing Ohio-made flour for use in Ohio is 
now on in full blast. Many millers are 
backing up the general advertising with 
that of individual mill brands. 

The Michigan State Millers’ Associa- 
tion has increased the dues of the asso- 
ciation to $15 for mills of 50 bbls capacity 
or less, $20 for mills from 50 to 100 bbls, 
and 25¢ per bbl for mills above 100 bbls. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Sixteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 108,000 
bbls, for the week ending Feb. 3 made 
54,848, or 48 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 63,702, or 60 per cent, the 
previous week, by 16 mills of 106,260 bbls 
capacity. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 


Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 

Mansfield Milling Co., Mansfield. 

National Milling Co., Toledo. 

Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 
INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 
Goshen Milling Co., Goshen, 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 
Loughry Bros. Mig. & Gr. Co., Monticello. 
Noblesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 
Suckow Co., Franklin. 

MICHIGAN 


Eldred Mill Co., Jackson. 
Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 


INDIANA 

InpIANAPOLIS, INp., Feb. 5.—The Indi- 
ana flour market was demoralized follow- 
ing the announcement of Germany’s pro- 
posal to renew the submarine war, and 
later this was accentuated when this coun- 
try formally severed relations with the 
central powers. Until that time there 
had been an improvement in the buying, 
a decline in quotations sending purchasers 
trailing back into the market. At the 
close, mills found it hard to make prices. 





Cable inquiries were frequent, but no ° 


Indianapolis concerns struck a trade in 
this connection, though the Akin-Erskine 
Milling Co., of Evansville, reported fill- 
ing an order for 30,000 bbls of flour for 
Europe. Evansville mills have fared well 
in booking orders from abroad, and other 
mills on the Ohio River have participated 
in this business. 

Indianapolis millers were not operating 
more than half eapacity, and the output 
of flour was barely more than a third of 
what it averaged through January. . This 


395 


decline was due to shut-downs for repairs 
nearly as much as a general falling off in 
business. 

Soft winter patents declined 10@20c 
for the week, and but for the break with 
Germany there would undoubtedly have 
been a revival in buying, as the trade 
seemed anxious to replenish stocks which 
high prices have kept low for some time. 
Most flour sold in this market during the 
week went east. The city and state trade 
was reasonably fair. 

Millfeed sold at strong prices all the 
week, the supply being reduced by the 
condition at the mills. 


NOTES 

Indianapolis flour production for the 
week, 7,460 bbls, against 20,320 the pre- 
vious week. 

George W. Rohn, a miller at Rockville, 
C. B. Jenkins, of Noblesville, and T. B. 
Wilkinson, of Knightstown, were in the 
city last week. 

The Farmers’ Grain Co., of Fowler, has 
been chartered. Capital, $51,000. Or- 
ganizers, Perry Stembel, Eldon F. Jones 
and P. Otto Pape. 

Prices at the close: soft winter patent, 
in jute, $8.80@8.90 bbl; No. 2 wheat, 
$1.65 bu; milifeed, $35 ton. Wheat closed 
11c lower than the high of last week; feed 
increased $1, 

The Grain Dealers’ National Mutual 
Fire Insurance Co., Indianapolis, has 
filed a certificate electing to come within 
the Indiana law governing mutual com- 
panies in this state. 

John E. Wolfe, aged 74, a retired mill- 
er, died last week at his home in Rich- 
mond. He was said to be the first miller 
in the state of Indiana to adopt the roller 
process of milling which superseded the 
old grist mill. He established a roller 
mill at Elkhorn Falls, south of Richmond, 
nearly 40 years ago. He was a soldier in 
the Civil War. ‘ 

Ground-hog day in Indiana was ushered 
in with weather showing from 10 to 14 
degrees below zero. The change occurred 
within a few hours, the drop being from 
a temperature of 66. Wheat was uncovered 
and, according to Edgar H. Evans, of the 
Acme-Evans Co., considerable damage 
was done to the unprotected plant by the 
blizzard. The-weather here was the cold- 
est of the season, and wheat had abso- 
lutely no protection. J. M. Pearson. 





Central States Notes 

R. A. Hicks is representing the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co. in Dayton, Ohio. 

August J. Bulte, vice-president of the 
Larabee Flour Mills Corporation, Hutch- 
inson, Kansas, with G. W. Malcolm, Chi- 
cago special representative, are visiting 
the trade in Indiana. At Indianapolis 
they met Fred Lacey, Indiana represent- 
ative, and held a conference. 

Alexander Taggart, of the Taggart 
Baking Co., and family, Robert Bryce 
and Edmond Steele, of the Bryce Baking 
Co., and families, all of Indianapolis, are 
in Florida for the month. 

R. P. Piatt, assistant to the general 
manager of the Jones Co., Louisville, 
Ky., operating the “Quaker Maid” chain 
grocery stores, was married Jan, 20, to 
Miss Doris Burns, Louisville, daughter of 


J. W. Burns, of the Russell-Miller Mill- 


ing Co. 
G. E. Pollock is now representing the 
Wm. Kelly Milling Co., Hutchinson, 
Kansas, in southern Ohio and West Vir- 
ginia, with headquarters at Cincinnati. 
Samuel Eccles, of the Baker-Eccles 
Co., wholesale grocers and flour mer- 
chants of Paducah, Ky., died suddenly 
from an attack of acute indigestion. 
George L. Clewell, Plymouth, Pa., rep- 
resenting L. Christian & Co., Ine. is 
spending several days at French Lick, 
Ind. J. H. Woorrmee. 





Pending Trade-Marks 
The following trade-marks have been 
passed for publication by the United States 
Patent Office: 


“Jupiter’’; No. 97,215. Owner, Hezel Mill- 
ing Co., East St. Louis, Ill. Used on wheat 
flour. 

“Cream Puff"’; No. 98,309. Owner, Bowles 
Bros. Co., Los Angeles, Cal. Used on self- 
rising wheat flour. 

“Gold Cup,” and representation of a cup 


partly surrounded by a wreath; No. 99,272. 
Owner, Gulfport (Miss.) Grocery Co. Used 
on wheat flour. 

“Big Chief,” and picture of an Indian on 
horseback; No. 99,368. Owner, American 
Feed Milling Co., Asheville, N. C. Used on 
stock feed. 
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The flour market last week was de- 
moralized. The selling was more of a 
distress character and there were resales 
at prices much below mills’ quotations, 
yet for the time being these sales 
make the market. Offerings increased to 
some extent, and where flour had to be 
sold it was a question of what could be 
obtained. Quotations were in some cases 
nearly $2 bbl under the extreme high of 
the season. * 

Prices were very irregular, and it 
would seem as though spring wheat flours 
had weakened more than either Kansas 
or spring wheat. Why flour on the spot 
has been demoralized has made for a 
great deal of uncertainty. With the pres- 
ent transportation conditions there would 
seem to every reason why spot flour 
should be comparatively firm. Nominal 
quotations on spring wheat patents on 
Saturday were $7.75@8.15 in sacks; 
clears, $7@7.35; winter straights, $7.35@ 
7.60; Kansas straights, $7.90@8.10. Ask- 
ing prices from the mills were consider- 
ably above these quotations in most cases. 


RAILROAD CONGESTION 


The railroad congestion is very distress- 
ing. There appears to be an absolute 
blockade west of Pittsburgh, and it is 
practically impossible to get any volume 
of grain through from the West. There 
are a great many vessels at the seaboard 
waiting to be loaded, on which enormous 
demurrage losses are being paid. Last 
week at Baltimore there was paid on one 
vessel $27,000 demurrage, and recently at 
Philadelphia $50,000 was paid on four 
vessels. It is intimated that, in some 
cases, more money has been paid out for 
demurrage than sellers have made for 
months. Eastern terminals are fairly well 
cleared, and if anything comes through it 
is taken care of promptly. 

The Central Railroad of New Jersey 
has refused for 10 days to accept ship- 
ment for export. Other roads are accept- 
ing a little, but under the closest restric- 

tions. Prominent sellers of cash grain at 
’ New York state that, even when permits 
are obtained from the railroads, they do 
not mean much, as they often are canceled 
or the seller is met with the statement 
that he must supply cars, as the railroad 
has none. 

One seller stated that he had grain on 
the cars at different points in the West 
for days, and even then could not get it 
moved. The situation is such that within 
the last few days No. 2 hard winter sold 
at 26c over Chicago May f.o.b., while the 
same grade at the Gulf sold as low as 6c 
over. Conditions there are about the re- 
verse of those at the Atlantic seaboard, 
as there are considerable stocks at Gulf 
ports and apparently no vessels waiting. 


EXPORT BUYING 


Export buying of grain was almost at 
a standstill last week, for several reasons, 
but the principal one seemed to be a lack 
of inland transportation, as far as the 
Atlantic seaboard is concerned, although 
the leading buyers are still struggling to 
get wheat out that was due to move weeks 
‘ago. It was stated that some wheat which 
was to have been shipped in November 
was just being loaded, and a great deal 
of December and a lot of January is still 
to be loaded. 

A reason for the delay at one time was 
lack of ships, but now it is the impossi- 
bility of bringing the grain forward. So 
much grain has been sold to go out that 
many believe the next buying movement 
will come within a few weeks of the open- 


ing of navigation offerings, at consider- 
ably lower prices. 

The trade in corn continued good where 
it could be moved, and one or two cargoes 
a day were reported almost daily. Busi- 
ness in oats was much restricted. 


SHIPPING CONDITIONS 


The steamship situation at the close of 
the week was somewhat demoralized by 
the war possibilities. A good many of 
the boats are sailing as usual, and the 
statement is confidently made by those in 
close touch with British interests that 
there will be change in the sailings, but 
the movement of vessels will be concealed 
as far as possible. It is believed that the 
new German submarine warfare may not 
result in many more sinking than for- 
merly. 

The sailings of the Dutch boats have 
been held up, due to the fact that no safe 
lane has been provided for them, and it is 
stated that the English will be compelled 
to examine Norwegian and Danish vessels 
at sea instead of taking them into Kirk- 
wall. 

AFTER THE GERMAN NOTE 


The decided break in the wheat mar- 
ket which occurred last Thursday on the 
strength of the German note regarding 
future operations of submarines brought 
quite a good amount of flour-buying. 
On each of the two previous big breaks 
the trade let the market get away from it 
by waiting for further lower prices which 
did not materialize. 

At the low point of the market quite 
a good volume of business was worked. 
One mill representative sold about 10,000 
bbls spring standard patent at $7.75, 
jute, and other business was done at this 
and prices slightly above. 

Even on the recovery of the market on 
Friday there were a number of bids 
from buyers, and though the total 
amount sold was not very large as New 
York business goes, it was in strong con- 
trast to the extreme dullness of the 
three or four preceding weeks. 

Most mills, both Northwest and South- 
west, were quoting well above these fig- 
ures, and some refused to make any of- 
ferings during the unsettled condition of 
the market. 


EUROPE’S FOOD SHORTAGE 


From very reliable sources the infor- 
mation has been gathered that, should 
the war in Europe cease tomorrow, food 
conditions in all the countries would be 
found to be quite appalling. Not only 
is Germany very short, but all other 
countries are in a condition bordering 
on the serious. 

It is argued from this that, even 
though wheat prices should break 10@ 
15e from time to time, ultimately, when 
peace comes and the actual conditions of 
the various European countries are re- 
vealed, the demand for all American food 
products will be so strong that the vari- 
ous markets must move rapidly upward. 


NOTES 


Wright S. Travis, New York dealer in 
flour and feed, has recently incorporated, 
with $50,000 capital. 

A. E. and Allen Baxter, of the A. E. 
Baxter Engineering & Appraisal Co., 
Buffalo, spent part of last week in New 
York. ~ 

A. B. Raymond, president of the Ray- 
mond-Hadley Corporation, New York, 
with his family, left last Thursday for 
a trip to California and the Hawaiian 
Islands, to be gone about three months. 

Among the millers visiting New York 
last week were A. J. Hunt, president 
New Era Milling Co., Arkansas City, 
Kansas; Lester E. Davy, sales-manager 
Blair Milling Co., Atchison, Kansas; 
Thomas L. Moore, of the Dunlop Mills, 
Richmond, Va; W. H. Yohe and J, O. 
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Laird, of the Updike Milling Co., Oma- 
ha, Neb. 

The Hecker-Jones-Jewell Milling Co., 
New York, has leased its mill on Staten 
Islahd, known as the Jones mill, for a 
period of 20 years, to the Vandam Stor- 
age Co. The buildings included in the 
lease have a combined floor area of 300,- 
000 square feet. The lease includes a 
pier 100x700, and a private 100-foot spur 
to the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, which 
assures the warehouse company freedom 
from the lighterage problem. 


A. B. Raymond has sold his interest 
in the Raymond-Hadley Corporation to 


. Frank E. Hadley, and though the cor- 


porate name will remain the same, Mr. 
Raymond will take no active part in the 
business but will, upon his return from a 
three months’ vacation, occasionally be 
found at the company’s office. The pre- 
ferred stock of the concern has been 
increased to $400,000 from $332,000, the 
difference having been paid in, in cash, 
by Frank E. Hadley, and the common 
stock increased from $168,000 to $2,690,- 
000. 





BALTIMORE 


Ba.timore, Mp., Feb. 5.—Flour was in 
a state of collapse until Saturday morn- 
ing, when it rallied and showed some im- 
provement with wheat. The decline at 
one time during the week was as much as 
75c@$1 bbl, but at the close it was not 
more than 25@40c, as to grade. The 
trade was generally demoralized, yet it 
finally mustered up courage enough to do 
a little buying on the late break. Long 
spring patent sold down to $7.75 and 
short hard winter patent at $7.90, both 
cotton, while considerable was done in 
both springs and hard winters around $8, 
cotton. Near-by soft winter straight did 
not change much, owing to small offer- 
ings and poor demand. Most mills wanted 
orders for quick shipment, but were ask- 
ing a good premium for deferred de- 
livery. 

Springs were weak and more salable, 
with fancy short patents closing nominally 
at $8.60@8.75; standard patents, $8.35@ 
8.50; long patents, straights and cut- 
straights, $8.05@8.20; first clears, $7.35@ 
7.60; second clears, $6.70@7.20,—98-in 


‘ cottons or 140-lb jutes, and 20@30c more 


in wood. Business apparently confined 
to medium qualities of patent at 25@35c 
under closing quotations. First clear 
scarce and wanted. 

Soft winters were easier and inactive, 
with patents nominally closing at $8.05@ 
8.30, wood, 20@30c less in sacks, 40@45c 
less in bulk or buyer’s sacks; near-by 
straights, $7.15@7.80; western, $7.25@ 
7.35,—bulk or buyer’s package, 10@15c 
more in cotton or jute, 40@45c more in 
wood. Trading light and including near- 
by straight principally at $7@7.25, bulk. 
Both offerings and demand small. 

Hard winters were lower and more 
active, with patents at the close quoted 
nominally at $8.70@8.85; straights, $8.45 
@8.60; clears, $7.55@7.80,—98-lb cottons 
or 140-lb jutes, or 20@30c more in wood. 
Sales showed an improvement, but were 
generally made well under closing figures. 
Offerings were liberal. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 83,429 
bbls; clearances, 40,123. 


NOTES 


Grain exports from Baltimore last week 
were 2,434,927 bus—731,228 wheat, 847,- 
251 corn and 856,448 oats. 

Number of steamers bound for Balti- 
more, 104; number now in port, loaded 
and waiting to load, 56c. 

It is rumored that a southeastern bak- 
ery is preparing to enter this field as a 
competitor in the sale of bread. 

Flour exports from here last week 
were 40,123 bbls—28,571 to Marseilles, 
9,511 to Genoa and 2,041 to Liverpool. 

Golder Shumate, the new local division 
freight agent of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad, was on ’change during the week. 

Charles J. Bolgiano, of J. Bolgiano & 
Sons, seeds; Golder Shumate, division 
freight agent Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 
have applied for membership in the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Snow, Ward & Co., wholesale grocers 
and flour, have bought the lot across the 
way from their warehouse, corner Water 
Street and Cheapside, with the view of 
controlling its disposition. 
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Receipts of new southern wheat from 
June 20, 1916, to Feb. 3, 1917, were 
1,371,091 bus; same time last year, 1,552,- 
566. Range of prices last week, $1.30@ 
1.85; year ago, $1.10@1.38%,. 

Receipts of new southern corn from 
Oct. 21, 1916, to Feb. 3, 1917, have been 
212,324 bus; corresponding period last 
year, 133,935. Range of prices last week, 
$1.03@1.10; last year, 78@811,c. 

The Butrel Marine Co., Baltimore, has 
been incorporated, with $900,000 capital 
stock, by J. B. Hall, Jr., Paul O, Carter 
and Thomas Swann, to build and operate 
steamships, tugs, barges, scows, etc. 

George W. Sparks, treasurer Lea Mill- 
ing Co., Wilmington, Del. and Miss 
Georgette May Hamlin, of New York 
City, were married on Jan. 22, and will 
be at home in Wilmington, after March 1. 

The Baltimore & Ohio and Western 
Maryland railroads are each planning to 
construct in Spring Gardens, South Bal- 


. timore, a pier 1,000 feet long to the new 


pier-line which has been established by 
the government. 

A Philadelphia buyer recently resold 
in this market at quite a loss to himself 
4,000 bbls long spring patent flour at 
$8.85, sacks. The Baltimore buyer claims 
to have unloaded his purchase at $9 bbl 
before the crash came. 

The new directorate of the Chamber of 
Commerce organized last Wednesday by 
re-electing the following officers: presi- 
dent, James C. Legg; vice-president, Fer- 
dinand A. Meyer; secretary and treas- 
urer, James B. Hessong. Executive com- 
mittee, Jolin H. Gildea, Jr., chairman; J. 
Barry Mahool, John J. Snyder, Joseph M. 
Warfield and A. R. Dennis. 

William McFeely Smith, formerly of 
Philadelphia and of the eastern selling 
department of the Bay State Milling Co., 
Winona, Minn., and who as a local mill- 
ers’ agent lately distinguished himself by 
making one of the largest resales of 
spring patent flour that has been made in 
this market for a long time, has accepted 
a position which requires his return to 
the Quaker City. 

Rufus E. McCosh, who for some years 
has enjoyed confidential relations as a 
salesman in eastern territory with the 
Bay State Milling Co., Winona, Minn., on 
Feb. 1 withdrew from the employ of the 
milling company and re-entered the field 
as a millers’ agent, with headquarters at 
Baltimore, but also covering Philadel- 
phia, Washington and a few outlying dis- 
tricts. Mr. McCosh will represent, among 
others, the Lawrenceburg (Ind.) Roller 
Mills Co. and the Sheffield-King Milling 
Co., Minneapolis, 

Visitors last week were .C. M. Harden- 
bergh, manager the Southwestern Milling 
Co., Kansas City; C. C. Pagett, repre- 
senting Kerr, Gifford & Co. grain and 
flour exporters, Portland, Oregon; J. A. 
Cavers, of Cavers Elevator Co., and E. S. 
Westbrook, of the Trans-Mississippi 
Grain Co., Omaha, Neb; C. W. Baum, 
representing J. Rosenbaum Grain Co., 
and George S. Fuller, of Bartlett Frazier 
Co., Chicago; E. B. Terrill, of the Early 
& Daniel Co., and T. M. Dugan, of the 
Ferger Grain Co., Cincinnati, Ohio; J. L. 
McCaull, president McCaull-Webster 
Elevator Co., Minneapolis; George W. 
Eddy, of C. F. & G. W. Eddy, Boston; 
Robert McDougal, grain, Chicago; Harry 
E. White, flour, New York. 

Cuartes H. Dorsey. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Puiavevpnia, Pa., Feb. 5.—The flour 
market declimed sharply in sympathy 
with wheat, which was depressed by th« 
danger of war with Germany. Standard 
spring patent sold down to $8.25, wood, 
but very little business was done and, at 
the close, buyers are not willing to pa) 
this price. Winters are under neglect 
and the whole market closed nominal, with 
buyers and sellers apart in their ideas of 
value. 





‘NOTES 

Charles Squier, a retired grain mer- 
chant, died Wednesday, aged 72. 

Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 2,531,560 
bus, against 3,140,709 for the same time 
last year. 

J. W. Cain, sales-manager of the Well- 
ington (Kansas) Milling & Elevator Co., 
was on ’change last week. 

The stock of flour in —_ elevators 
on Feb, 1 was 171,016 bbls, against 137,- 























February 7, 1917 


730 on Jan. 1 and 163,425 on Feb. 1 of 
last year... 

At the annual meeting of the Commer- 
cial Exchange on Tuesday, Louis G. 
Graff was re-elected president for his 
hird consecutive term, C. Herbert Bell 
vas chosen vice-president, and Joseph W. 
eatty treasurer. The following direc- 
ors were elected to serve two years: F. 
\larion Hall, Charles Hay, Horace Kolb, 
Philip R. Markley, George C. Shane, W. 
5. Woodward. According to the annual 

port, the exchange financially has had 
the most prosperous year in its history, 
aad the exports of grain for the year 

ere the largest on record. The total re- 

cipts of grain at Philadelphia during 

i016 amounted to 62,914,774 bus, com- 

pared with 59,461,743 in 1915; exports, 

{358,685 bus, compared with 44,558,673. 
SamvEt S. DanreLs. 





ROCHESTER 

Rocuester, N. Y., Feb. 5.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills last week 
was 10,400 bbls, of which 7,200 were 
.pring wheat flour. This represented 51 

er cent of capacity, compared with 
‘900, or 49 per cent, the previous week, 

1,600, or 57 per cent, a year ago, and 

3,000, or 65 per cent, two years ago. 

The flour trade was unsettled by the 
violent fluctuations in wheat prices. 
some millers reported a little business 
ith customers who were in neéd of flour 
for immediate requirements, but Boston 
and New York took very little. Shipping 
directions came in slowly, although two 
of the mills received enough to keep them 
running nearly full time. 

the price tendency was downward, 
spring wheat patents being reduced 75c 
bbl. ‘The first of the week the ruling quo- 
tution was $9.85, wood, Boston, and at the 
close as low as $9@9.10 was quoted. ‘A 
few sales were made at the different 
quotations. 

One mill reported sales of spring clears 
0c bbl under patents, but all other mills 
were offering them $1 under. Sales were 
nade the first of the week at $8.85, wood, 
soston, but later they were offered at 
$3.10. Demand was limited and offerings 
light. 

Winter wheat flours were relatively 
more active than springs. Mills ran al- 
most full time, and reported a fairly 
good inquiry. Prices were 65@75c bbl 
lower. Winter straights sold at $8@8.10, 
wood, Boston. 

Rye flour prices were reduced 25c bbl. 
Sales were reported at $7.80@7.85, wood, 
Boston. Demand was not so brisk as the 
previous week. Shipping directions were 
slow. Offerings of rye here were light, 
and millers believe farmers have disposed 
of their holdings. 

Graham flour followed others down- 
wird, mills making reductions of 40c bbl. 
Sales were reported at $7.10, wood, Bos- 
ton. This is the cheapest flour on the 
market, and continues to meet with a 
fairly good. demand. Entire wheat flour 
was $1 bbl lower, selling down to $8.60, 
wood, Boston. Demand was moderate. 

Che coldest weather of the winter stim- 
ulited the demand for buckwheat flour, 
and jobbers reported a better movement. 
‘lhe lowest price for large lots was $6 
per 100 Ibs in 5-lb paper bags. Jobbers 
ol \ained as high as 7c Ib. 

the scarcity of millfeed was more 
marked, and prices were the highest on 
record. Most of the mills did not have 
an. to offer to eastern buyers, having 
ony sufficient for local trade. Spring 
bron was quoted at $37@37.50, in 100’s, 
Bvston, and buyers seemed anxious to ob- 
ts) spot shipment at even that price. 

t was almost any price the miller wanted 
to ask for spring middlings. The range 
Ws $41.50@483, in 100’s, Boston. Winter 
Wi cat middlings were held at $43, and 
ryc feed $34, Rochester. Corn goods 
were quoted at $50 ton. 


NOTES 


V. H. Duffett, president J. A. Hinds , 


& Co., has gone to Augusta, Fla., for the 
rst of the winter. 

"he feed depot of Marvin Ward, at 
S.vona, N. Y., burned last week, with a 
lo-s of $3,000. Stock was insured for 
5! 900, and building for $400. 

than Irland, for eight years in the 
baxing business in Seneca Falls, N. Y., 


is bankrupt. Unsecured liabilities, $4,- 
900; secured liabilities, $5,000; assets, 
$2,500. R. J. Arxrns. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., Feb. 5.—The erratic 
market Saturday in wheat, on account of 
the severance of diplomatic relations with 
Germany, put an effective quietus upon 
demand for flour. At the close, many 
millers’ agents reported that all prices 
had been withdrawn, and that no offers 
would be accepted. Both buyers and 
sellers were at sea, and awaiting further 
developments. 

On Thursday and Friday, when the 
flour market declined 40@50c per bbl on 
practically all brands, some business was 
placed, one Minneapolis mill agent re- 
porting a sale of 2,000 bbls to one cus- 
tomer at $9 bbl, in wood, while a number 
of sales of single cars of spring and 
Kansas patents were sold. With the 
opening of the market on Saturday, the 
sharp decline, followed by a sharper ad- 
vance, shut off all demand. 

If prices decline, they do not go low 
enough to suit buyers; if they advance, 
then it appears to be the proper thing 
to wait for another decline. Stocks seem 
to be large enough to meet all require- 
ments, the trade being fairly well cov- 
ered as to future needs. No one is ap- 
parently suffering for flour, and there 
does not seem to be any difficulty in get- 
ting all needed to supply immediate 
wants, much of it at second hands. 

The range of values quoted at the 
close were fully $1 bbl lower than those 
of two weeks ago, and considerably less 
than a week ago. Resellers are making 
even a greater difference in prices. 

Traffic conditions are as acute as ever, 
and there is still considerable complaint 
about the bunched arrival of cars in- 
stead of stringing along as was the in- 
tention when purchased. There is consid- 
erable difficulty experienced in getting 
cars to destination without delay. For 
this reason flour agents are urging their 
customers to file shipping directions in 
advance of actual requirements, and to 
allow for delays in transit. 


DEATH OF MARK SHULTIS 


Mark Shultis, a widely known member 
of the Boston grain trade, died at his 
home in Brookline, Mass., Jan. 29, after 
one week’s illness. He was 65 years old. 

Mr. Shultis was born in the Hudson 
River Valley at Woodstock, N. Y., and 
his early life was spent in that vicinity. 
When he reached manhood he engaged 
in the grain business in Chicago, and 
camé to Boston in 1880. Here he estab- 
lished himself in the wholesale grain busi- 
ness. 

He was for many years a director in 
the Boston Chamber of Commerce, be- 
sides. serving on important committees; 
also a member of the Chicago Board of 
Trade and the Minneapolis Chamber of 
Commerce. He formerly lived in Med- 
ford, and for several years has had a 
large stock farm in New Hampshire. 
He is survived by his son, Newton 
Shultis, of Winchester, Mass. 

His wiae circle of acquaintances knew 
Mr. Shultis as a man of kindly disposi- 
tion and one who was always ready to 
help a friend. His charities were nu- 
merous and generous, but always done 
quietly and unostentatiously. He was a 
man of strict integrity, upright in his 
dealings with his fellow-men in the trade, 
and his. word was as good as his bond. 
His death came as a great shock. A 
large delegation from the Chamber of 
Commerce attended the funeral. 


NOTES 


John J. King, for some time associated 
with Eugene McDonald in the grain 
business in Boston, is secretary of the 
new firm of the Eugene McDonald Co. 

Fred W. Choat is now handling the 
Best on Record account in this section. 
Edwin H. Shaffer has also become asso- 
ciated with the Mansfield Milling Co., 
representing it in this vicinity. 

Among the visitors on ’change last 
week were S. B. McNear, vice-president 
of the Sperry Flour Co., San Francisco; 
Cc. C. Davison, Geneva, N. Y; J. 
Genung, Indianapolis; C. S. Van Patten, 
New York, and John W. Cain, Kansas 
City. 

The report by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on Feb. 1 shoWed an increase of 
over 9,000 bbls in amount of flour 
in store for domestic consumption. Ac- 
cording to the statement issued, on that 
date there were 45,396 bbls held by job- 


bers and other distributors, compared 
with 36,160 Jan. 1 and 81,503 a year ago. 
Considerable flour that has been held up 
in transit has been arriving quite freely, 
and this accounts in a great measure for 


the increase. 
Louis W. DePass. 





BUFFALO 

Burra, N. Y., Feb. 5.—The decline in 
wheat last week helped out the mills ma- 
terially, as it struck many orders, which 
will give at least three weeks’ run to 
quite a number, and there is no reason 
why they should not pick up enough busi- 
ness in the meantime to continue opera- 
tions indefinitely. 

Some backsliders were reported, several 
mills getting orders last Friday to cancel 
standing bids. There were other indica- 
tions of a lack of confidence in the market 
on Saturday, as far as spring patents 
were concerned, as low bids came in. The 
inquiry for clears continued fairly active, 
buyers being willing to pay quotations 
for immediate shipment. 

Low-grade flour was well cleaned up; 
in fact all the mills were sold ahead, and 
had no offerings for future shipment. 
Red dog was reported particularly scarce. 
Local prices to the small trade declined 
$1 bbl, but no improvement in the de- 
mand was reported. 

Winter wheat flour was reduced 85c@ 
$1 bbl without bringing out any business. 
Short winter patent was offered at $8.30, 
standard at $8.10 and pastry at $7.70, in 
wood, track, Buffalo. 

Rye flour in fair demand and easier. 
There were offerings at 10@1l5c lower 
than a week ago at the close. No. I, 
$8.10; straight and dark, $7.70,—in wood, 
track, Buffalo. 

Although millfeeds were no_ higher 
than previously reported, the feeling was 
decidedly stronger, as the mills had noth- 
ing.worth mentioning on spot and were 
sold ahead too far to risk further sales, 
particularly of bran. 

The cry from the country dealers is for 
quick shipment, at almost any price the 
mills want to ask. The coldest weather 
of the season, with snowstorms, is making 
the situation serious in this section. 

Corn-meal coarse feed was very dull all 
week, with the mills holding for previous 
prices. Gluten feed sellers have filled up 
the trade, and there was little done last 
week. Hominy feed in light supply and 
firm. Cottonseed meal quiet, and barely 
steady. Oil meal firm. 

Red dog seems to be going for export 
as fast as it is offered and, being consid- 
ered too high for domestic use, buying 
has ceased. Kafir corn and milo maize 
were quoted at $2.73, track, Buffalo, and 
offerings light. 

Buckwheat flour easier, although the 
demand was and offerings light 
from country mills. There were sales at 
$5.85 per 100 lbs, delivered Buffalo, in 
5-lb paper sacks. No offerings of buck- 
wheat. 

Rolled oats firm and demand good, 
articularly for package goods. Oat 
ulls, reground, scarce and _ higher; 

$24.25 asked, sacked, track, Buffalo. 


THE OUTPUT 

The output of the mills for the week 
was 103,250 bbls, being 63 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 72,200, or 43 per 
cent, the previous week, 100,400, or 60 
per cent, a year ago, 130,500, or 95 per 
cent, in 1915, 113,200, or 82 per cent, in 
1914, and 97,500, or 71 per cent, in 1913. 


NOTES 

Stocks of wheat here in store and afloat 
are about 17,500,000 bus, of which 12,- 
200,000 are Canadian. 

F. N. Spencer, secretary of Bill, Bell 
& Co., Ogdensburg, N. Y., was here last 
week. 

A. E. Nickerson, of the Paris Flouring 
Mill Co., Portland, Maine, was on ’change 
last week, 

A. B. Black, of Charles Kennedy & 
Co., will spend about two months on the 
Pacific Coast. ta 

Hugh Freer and Paul Fleischmann, of 
Cincinnati, and Dr. Seidelmayer, of Chi- 
cago, all connected with the Fleischmann 
Co., were on ’change last week. 

Unless the freight situation improves, 
millers say they will be compelled to shut 
down. It has got to the point where no 
cars are available for shipments of grain 
to the seaboard. 


‘try to conserve food 
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The New York State Retail Feed Deal- 
ers’ Association midwinter conference will 
be held in Binghamton, Feb. 8-9, at the 
Hotel Arlington. Many matters of im- 
portance are to be considered. 

Low water in the Buffalo River and a 
great scarcity of cars to take grain from 
elevators after being unloaded from ves- 
sels are giving owners of vessels no little 
worry, as over 15,000,000 bus of grain 
are still afloat. 

Harry M. Barker, formerly with the 
Charles Kennedy Grain Co., and who re- 
tired some time ago on account of ill 
health, died last week, aged 53. He was 
in the grain business for many years, 
and highly respected. 

E. Bancasser. 





PITTSBURGH 

PirrspurcH, Pa., Feb. 5.—There was a 
marked improveinent in the flour business 
here last week. Sales were made to both 
jobbers and bakers, and were mainly for 
deferred shipment, which showed that 
buyers thought the break in prices was 
greater than conditions justified, and that 
purchases made would prove profitable. 
Shipping directions on old contracts were 
only fair. Due to the wildly fluctuating 
wheat markets, it is only possible to quote 
nominal prices that were ruling the last 
of the week. Springs ranged, for pat- 
ents, $8.25@8.85 bbl, 49-Ib paper bags; 
straights, $8.10@8.45, cotton. 

Kansas hard winters ranged, for pat- 
ents, $8.25@8.75 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; 
straights, $8.05@8.55, cotton. 

Bran and standard middlings were in 
excellent demand and higher, while white 
middlings and red dog were dull and 
prices unchanged. Arrivals of feed were 
only six cars, and this was practically all 
sold before reaching here, so quotations 
are for transit or quick-shipment feed. 
Bran was quoted at $36; standard mid- 
dlings, $36; white middlings, $39@41; 
red dog, $45.50,—all in sacks. 

Receipts of ear corn were light and 
the market was firm. The 102 cars of 
shelled corn arriving during the week 
were more than this market could absorb, 
and concessions had to be made to effect 
sales. Ear corn, No. 2 yellow, was 
quoted at $1.08@1.09; shelled corn, No. 2 
yellow, $1.081,@1.091,. 

Oats were easier, under increased of- 
ferings. No. 2 white were quoted at 62 
@621,c. 

Receipts for the week: millfeed, 6 cars; 
ear corn, 6; shelled corn, 102; oats, 92. 


7 


NOTES 

Mrs. Margaret Renner, owner of the 
Vienna bakery, Connellsville, Pa., has 
sold to William Krampe. 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands to the grocery trade at $9.10@ 
9.60 bbl, 49-Ib paper bags. 

D. V. Heck, of the grain firm of Hard- 
man & Heck, of this city, expects to leave 
Saturday with Mrs, Heck for an extend- 
ed trip to New Zealand and Australia. 


The board of managers of the local 
grain exchange have made the charge for 
inspecting shelled corn 50c per car. This 
is an advance of l5c, and became effec- 
tive Feb. 1. 


W. H. Cahill, assistant sales-manager - 
Bernhard Stern & Sons, Milwaukee, Wis., 
was here during the week calling on the 
trade with L. C. Cook, who represents the 
mill in local territory. 


F. A. Hamilton, flour broker, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, E. O. Hunter, president 
Hunter-Robinson-Wenz Milling Co., St. 
Louis, and Herman F. Wright, manager 
Crescent Milling Co., Fairfax, Minn., 
were here last week. W. A. Low. 





A dispatch from Amsterdam quotes 
the Vossische Zeitung as saying that a 
war economy board has been established 
in each province by the Prussian minis- 
supplies. The 
boards are made up of government of- 
ficers and farmers. Among their duties 
are the furthering of agriculture and 
supplying labor, horses and machinery. 





Articles of incorporation have been 
filed in Albany, N. Y., by the Oriental 
Navigation Corporation, with $2,000,000 
capital. It will own ships and do a bro- 
kerage, forwarding, lighterage and ware- 
housing business. The directors are Ger- 
vase Green, John Sampson and Philip 
Deronde, of Englewood, N. J. 
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REVISED GOVERNMENT ESTIMATE 

The general disposition in Winnipeg is 
to accept the revised estimate of the 
Census and Statistics Bureau, Ottawa, 
as to the wheat crop of 1916. Much sur- 
prise was caused in the trade by the 
publication of the new figures, and un- 
doubtedly the effect on prices was con- 
siderable. An addition of something over 
50,000,000 bus to the earlier government 
figures indicated serious miscalculation 
somewhere. This would amount to an 
increase of over one-third in the amount 
given out at time of harvest. 

The error seems to have been in the 
acreage.. A census taken in June, 1916, 
the results of which have only now be- 
come available, revealed the truth. All 
other estimates of acreage were based 
on reports of correspondents scattered 
over the various settled parts of the 
West. The census gave certified figures 
for each farm. 

Earlier government calculations show- 
ing area sown to wheat in 1916 placed 
this at 9,068,200 acres, whereas the census 
disclosed 11,872,600 acres after all un- 
productive sowings were deducted. Areas 
under other crops were similarly affect- 
ed. On this basis the wheat crop of 
1916 would be rather more than 200,000,- 
000 bus, against 159,000,000, the earlier 
government estimate. The average yield 
per acre of spring wheat in all Canada is 
placed at 16%, bus. 5, 


THE FLOUR SITUATION 

Business in Manitoba and Ontario 
flour on the whole was quiet. The new 
development in the war situation caused 
prices to break considerably. Local quo- 
tations showed a decline of 50c all 
round, 

Little export business was done. There 
was some inquiry from importers, but 
the scarcity of space put a stop on busi- 
ness. At the week-end, Manitoba spring 
patents to comply with British regula- 
tions were selling at 56s 6d per 280 Ibs 
in 140-lb bags, cif. leading British 
ports; Ontario winters, 55s. 

Brokers quoted $6.80@6.90 bbl for 90 
per cent winter patents, delivered To- 
ronto in jute bags, and $6.70 at seaboard 
for Ontario winter flour in bulk. ‘Local 
quotations, per bbl: 

Spring patents, firsts ......---+-eeeee 

Spring patents, seconds .... 
Spring first clears .......... 
Spring second clears ....--.eeeeeeeees 
Winter and spring blends ...........-. 8.60 
Winter 90 per cents ..........eeeeeuee 8.10 

All delivered in 98-Ilb bags, mixed-car lots 
Ontario country points. 

MILLFEED QUIET 

Inquiry for millfeed was good, but 
there was very little offering. Shorts 
showed a rise of $1. No middlings were 
offering. Quotations: bran, $34 ton; 
shorts, $39; feed flour, $2.70@2.80 per 
bag,—straight cars, f.o.b. Ontario points. 
Mixed cars: bran, $33; shorts, $36. 

WINTER WHEAT DECLINES 

Business in winter wheat was very 
quiet. Very little Ontario wheat was of- 
fering. Prices showed a decline. Quo- 
tations: No. 2 red or white, $1.62@1.64 
bu in cars, on track, country points; 
farmers’ loads at mill doors, $1.55@1.60. 

Prices on Manitoba wheat were as fol- 
lows: No. 1 northern, $1.82 bu; No. 2 
northern, $1.79; No. 3 northern, $1.74,— 
on track, Bay ports. 





COARSE GRAINS QUIET 
Demand for coarse grains was poor. 
Little business was done. 


With the ex- 


ception of peas, all lines showed a de- 
cline. No. 2 white Ontario oats, 61@63c 
bu; malting barley, $1.18@1.20;_ rye, 
$1.38@1.40; peas, $35; buckwheat, $1.28, 
—in car lots, en track, country points. 
No. 2 Canadian western oats, f.o.b. Bay 
ports, 64144c bu; American No.-3 yellow 
corn, $1.09 bu. 
OATMEAL FIRM 

A fair amount of business was done in 
oatmeal. Demand was spasmodic. Prices 
remained unchanged. Quotations: rolled 
oats, $3.45 per bag of 90 lbs, mixed-car 
lots, Ontario points; oatmeal, 10 per 
cent over rolled oats. 

Business in export remains at a stand- 
still. Sellers quoted 65s per 280 lbs in 
140-lb bags, c.i.f. leading British ports; 
pinhead oatmeal, 63s. * 

Reground oat hulls, $28 ton, in bags, 
car lots, Ontario country points or Mont- 
real. 

NOTES 

Sterling exchange on 60-day paper was 
quoted here on Saturday at $4.72. 

W. C. Omand, flour broker, returned 
to his office in Toronto on Monday, from 
Montreal. 

Mr. Treleaven, of Treleaven Bos., 
Lucknow, Ont., was in Toronto during 
the week. 

Ocean space is still difficult to obtain. 
A limited amount to Glasgow, Liverpool 
and Leith was quoted at 75c. 

The Huntly Mfg. Co. has bought a 
factory at Tillsonburg, Ont., and will 
operate this in connection with its busi- 
ness. 

Government authorities at Ottawa 
were in the market last week for flour, 
and it is reported 500,000 80-lb bags were 
purchased, 

Millers here complain of difficulty of 
getting grain from the ‘West, owing to 
embargo which has been put on grain on 
all lines east of Fort William. 

The Quaker Oats Co. has bought the 
oatmeal mill at London,:Ont., formerly 
owned by the Canadian Cereal & Flour 
Mills Co., Ltd., Toronto, together with 
their Tillson’s oats brand. This mill has 
a daily capacity of 350 bbls oatmeal, and 
is worked by electricity. 

Relative to the taking over of the 
Canadian Cereal Co.’s oatmeal mill at 
London, Ont., by the Quaker Oats Co., 
the Canadian Cereal & Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd., will continue making flour at its 
mills at Ayr and Galt, Ont., and hopes 
soon to puts its Tillsonburg mill into 
operation for the manufacture of oat- 
meal. 





WESTERN CANADA 

Wiwnirec, Man., Feb. 5.—The flour 
market had a bad time last week. Con- 
ditions were entirely against business. 
The behavior of wheat frightened buy- 
ers, the weather was too severe for coun- 
try traffic, and the railways were down 
to a minimum of efficiency. These things 
all discouraged trade. A limited local 
distributing movement, with some ship- 
ments of war orders eastward, was all 
that was done. Nevertheless, most mills 
have orders enough ahead to keep them 
running. 

Prices declined another 40c bbl on 
Thursday immediately after the big 
break in wheat, but recovered 20c of this 
on Saturday. This made a drop of 90c 
bbl within the fortnight. At the close, 
the big mills were asking for top pat- 
ents $8.80; second patents, $8.30; first 
clears, $7.40,—all net, per bbl in bags, 
delivered to the trade at Manitoba 
points. 

Millfeed prices were not disturbed by 
the decline in flour. Demand was steady, 
and more than equal to the available 


supply. On Saturday, net prices to 
Manitoba points,in 100-lb sacks, straight- 
or mixed-car lots, per ton, were: bran, 
$28; shorts, $30; special middlings, $36; 
red dog or feed flour, $42; oil cake, $48. 

Rolled oats were in demand at $3 per 
80-lb bag; standard and granulated oat- 
meal, $3.80 per 98-lb bag. 


TILE GRAIN MARKETS 


The weakness of previous week con- 
tinued to characterize wheat on the Win- 
nipeg market. Thursday’s break was a 
notable one. Influences far removed 
from the control of this or any other 
market were responsible for the fluctua- 
tions. Cash wheat was in fairly good 
demand on most days. Closing prices, in 
cents per bushel, on each day, were: 


-———Cash——_,, --Futures—, 
in 2n 3n May July 


Jan, 29...... 165% 162% 157% 171% 168% 
Jan. 30...... 170% 167% 1625 175% 172% 
Jan. 31...... 166% 163% 158% 172% 169% 
Feb. 1 ...... 157% 154% 149% 162% 161% 
Ved. 3 wescce 158% 155% 150% 163% 161% 
Feb. 3 ....+. 164% 161% 156% 169% 168% 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 

Oats were influenced more or less by 
the wheat market, and to a limited ex- 
tent prices followed the same course. 
There was no great demand at any time, 
nor were sellers much in evidence. At 
the close, No. 2 Canadian western oats 
were quoted at 54c bu, in store, Fort 
William, a decline of %c from previous 
Saturday. 

Cash barley closed at 90c bu, Fort 
William, a decline of 6c for the week. 

Cash flaxseed closed at $2.51 bu, Fort 
William, a decline of 125%c for week. 


NOTES 


The Alberta Flour Mills, Ltd., Cal- 
gary, is making progress with its plans 
to build this year. 

The Richardson Grain Separator Co. 
has bought a factory in Winnipeg, and 
will engage in manufacturing here. 

Railway congestion in western Canada 
had reached its worst by the end of 
January. Cold weather was then adding 
enormously to the difficulties. 

The Canadian wheat crop of 1916 is 
estimated by the government to have 
been worth $290,000,000. The total value 
of all field crops was over $800,000,000. 

The government of Saskatchewan esti- 
mates that 3,447,695 acres of land were 
prepared for spring seeding before the 
present winter set in, against 4,504,891 
in 1916. 

C. E. Austin, manager Dominion gov- 
ernment elevators, has been in Winnipeg 


a good deal lately. Naturally, the dif-. 


ficulties incidental to present congestion 
of grain traffic in western Canada cause 
his department a good deal of trouble. 

Andrew Kelly, president of the West- 
ern Canada Flour Mills Co., Ltd., Win- 
nipeg, returned last week from an ex- 
tended visit to the Pacific Coast and in- 
termediate points in Canada. He re- 
ports a decided improvement in business 
conditions there. 

Farm help will be very scarce in west- 
ern Canada in the spring. War has 
drained the rural districts of their men 
far more than it has the cities. Now it 
is proposed to organize all city men who 
have had farming experience, to assist 
with spring seeding this year. It is es- 
sential that maximum acreages should be 
sown if weather will permit. 

A deputation of western Canadian hos- 
pital elevator owners waited on the gov- 
ernment at Ottawa on Monday to urge 
that mixing, as this has been carried on 
in the past, be continued. Notice had 
been served on these elevators that the 
practice should cease on Jan. 31. The 
amount of low-grade wheat in present 


crop was given as the principal reason 
for perpetuating this mode of treatment. 
Consideration was promised by the gov- 
ernment. 

The average prices per bushel received 
by Canadian farmers for the grain prod- 
ucts of 1916 up to a recent date are 
given as follows in a Dominion govern- 
ment bulletin: Fall wheat, $1.53, against 
91c in 1915; spring wheat, $1.29, against 
82c; all wheat, $1.31, against 83c; oats, 
53c, against 34c; barley, 82c, against 49c; 
rye, $1.11, against 79c; flaxseed, $2.05, 
against $1.50; peas, $2.22, against $1.66; 
beans, $5.40, against $3.05; buckwheat, 
$1.07, against 75c; mixed grains, 90c. 
against 57c; corn for husking, $1.07, 
against 71c. 

A. H. Battey. 





MONTREAL 

Montreat, Que., Feb. 5—A_ weake1 
feeling developed in the local flour mar- 
ket last week for spring wheat grades, 
and prices declined 40c bbl, with first 
patents $9.60, seconds $9.10, strong clears 
$8.90 bbl, in bags, and 30c bbl more in 
wood, in mixed-car lots, delivered to the 
trade. 

The market for winter wheat flour was 
firm. There was a steddy demand for 
small lots, with sales of 90 per cent pat- 
ents at $8.50@8.80 bbl in wood, and at 
$4.10@4.25 per bag, delivered to the 
trade. 

The export feature in spring wheat 
flour was the awarding of the contracts 
on Jan. 31 bv the government for 500,000 
or more 80-lb bags for army supplies, of 
which most of the local milling concerns 
received a large portion. In addition to 
this there was some demand from regu- 
lar English importers in the early part of 
the week, and as there was a little more 
ocean freight space available for Febru- 
ary-March shipment at an advance of 10c 
per 100 lbs at 65c, sales of 2,500 sacks of 
the Canadian export standard grade were 
made to London at 57s per sack and 
2,500 sacks to Glasgow at 57s; also 5,000 
sacks of low-grades were sold to Dublin 
and Glasgow. 

There was no change in millfeed. De- 
mand was keen, and sales of bran were 
made at $33, shorts at $36, and mid- 
dlings at $38@40 ton, including bags, in 
mixed-car lots, delivered to the trade. 
Rolled oats were quiet, and buyers seemed 
well —— for the time being. Stand 
ard grades sold at $3:35 per bag of 90 
lbs, delivered to the trade. 

The feature of the week in the grain 
trade was the purchases of 250,000 bus 
oats for the government. The marke! 
was weaker and prices 2c per bu lower 
with a fair trade in car lots of No. - 
Canadian western at 68c bu_ ex-store. 
Manitoba feed barley declined 3c bu, wit! 
sales of car lots at $1 bu, ex-store. Mani 
toba feed wheat changed hands at $1.10 


MILLERS TO FIGHT C. P. R. ORDER 

The Board of Trade _transportatio: 
bureau, on Jan. 31, received notice fro: 
the Canadian Pacific Railway that it ha: 
issued supplements to its tariff proposin: 
to cancel the milling-in-transit arrange 
ment now in effect at Montreal when th 
product, flour, meal, etc., is reshippe 
from Montreal on Canadian governmen 
railways, either for domestic consumptio! 
in the Maritime Provinces or for con 
signment to Halifax for export. 

This notice caused considerable com 
motion among Montreal milling interests 
as it was regarded in the nature of : 
discrimination against them in favor 0! 
the Ontario mills. Discussing it, Ww. 5 
Tillston, manager of the transportation 
bureau of the Montreal Board of Trade. 
said that if the cancellation of this mill- 
ing-in-transit privilege went into effect, 
it would have a very serious effect upon 
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the Montreal milling industry. He said 
that a meeting of representatives of 
Montreal millers would be called at once 
to consider what action they should take 
to protect their interests, and, if neces- 
sary, the railway commission would be 
asked to intervene. 

The cancellation affects the arrange- 
ments by which in the past the shippers 
have been able to ship grain from lake 
points in Ontario through to shipping 
points, with the privilege of having the 
vrain milled here, and sent on as flour. 
Vor this a slight increase in freight has 
been charged, but the difference in charge 
has meant a very large amount of busi- 
ness for the Montreal mills. They now 
fear that the cancellation of this privi- 
lege will put an end to this trade, and 
mean that the milling will be done at 
Ontario mills, the grain being milled there 
ind shipped forward as flour. 

A meeting of representatives of the 
Ogilvie, St. Lawrence, Lake of the 
\Voods, Dominion and other milling in- 
terests here will be held, when the matter 
will he discussed and action decided upon. 
\t the freight offices of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway it was stated that the 
change was simply a matter of dollars 
ind cents, and of getting a proper return 
for the traffic carried. 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. E. Labelle, gen- 
eral manager of the St. Lawrence Flour 
Mills Co., Ltd., in speaking of the matter, 
said that it was the intention of the mill- 
ing interests of Montreal to hold a meet- 
ing at an early date to discuss the situa- 
tion, and that there would be a protest to 
the Dominion Railway Commission 
against the change. The effect of the 
proposed change in rates would mean, he 
said, that it would be impossible to stop 
vrain in transit here for milling purposes, 
and that the mills in Montreal would be 
shut off. 

BOARD OF TRADE ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual general meeting of the 
Montreal Board of Trade was held on 
Jan. 30, when the report for the year 
1916 was presented to the members and 
considered very satisfactory. 

The election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: president, Z. Hebert; vice-president, 
W. A. Black; second vice-president, A. 
R. Doble; treasurer, P. D. Gordon. 

Council: W. A. Coates, J. Cleghorn, A. 
H. Dalrymple, J. W. Pyke, T. William- 
son, A. Browning, W. E. Findlay, A. W. 
Gifford, D. Munro, J. C. Newman, C. 
Riordan, G. Sumner. 

Board of Arbitration: R. M. Ballan- 
tyne, G. F. Benson, J. Carruthers, W. W. 
Craig, R. J. Dale, C. B. Esdaile, H. A. 
Hodgson, W. H. D. Miller, J. Quintal, 
H. W. Raphael, F. Robertson, and H. 
B. Walker. 

W. A. Cotes, A. H. Dalrymple and 
G. Sumner were the only members of the 
old council returned. 

This is the first time in the history of 
the Montreal Board of Trade that a 
French Canadian has been elected presi- 
dent. 

NOTES 

W. W. Hutchison, vice-president of the 
Lake of the Woods Milling Co., Ltd., 
arrived back from England on Feb. 1. 

J. E. Macfarlane, general manager of 
the Western. Canada Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd., was here last week on business con- 
nected with his company. 

There was a large attendance at the 
annual meeting of the Montreal Corn Ex- 
change Association, held Jan. 31, when 
all the officers were elected by acclama- 
tion. The vice-president, J. R. Binning, 
took the chair, with J. S. Cooke as secre- 
tary, and the nominations for officers 
were adopted unanimously. 

Tomas S. Bark. 





Changed Crop Estimates 

On inquiry by The Northwestern Miller 
as to whether the government estimates 
of crops as reported for December were 
final, it is advised by Leon M:; Estabrook, 
chief of the Bureau of Crop Estimates, 
that this is the case except with one 
qualification. 

Beginning with this year the bureau 
will revise backwards one year; that is, 
in its December, 1916, report it gave some 
revised figures for the 1915 crops. The 
estimates for 1916 crops published in the 
December report will stand until the De- 
cember, 1917, report comes out. In that 
Will appear revised estimates of the 1916 
crops, 
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The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 40,800 
bbls, was 24,370, or 59 per cent of capac- 
ity, last week, against 18,800, or 45 per 
cent, the previous week, 10,495, or 26 per 
cent, a year ago, and 26,199, or 64 per 
cent, two years ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 57,000 
bbls, was 27,640, or 48 per cent of capac- 
ity, against 37,160, or 65 per cent, the 
previous week, and 32,924, or 58 per cent, 
a year ago. 


THE WEEK’S TRADE 


Port mills have not followed the wheat 
market down on flour quotations fully, 
having reduced prices last week only to 
the extent of 20c bbl. A further reduc- 
tion will be made shortly, however, un- 
less there is a recovery in the wheat mar- 
ket. The buying trade is holding off, be- 
ing absolutely at sea as to the safe course 
to pursue until prices become more set- 
tled, and is buying only for immediate 
requirements. Soft wheat flours were 
quoted at the week-end, basis 49-lb cotton 
sacks: blue-stem family patent, $8.20 bbl; 
blue-stem cut-off and straights, all the 
way from $6.50 to 7; bakers patent was 
quoted by port’ mills at $8.10 bbl, in 98's, 
cotton. 

Interior Washington mills found east- 
ern and southeastern buyers somewhat 
more interested in soft wheat flours, but 
little new business was put through. Most 
of the country mills are booked up on 
eastern and southeastern trade for the 
next 60 to 90 days. Representatives of 
Pacific Coast mills who have recently 
visited southeastern markets report that 
stocks of soft wheat flours now on hand 
bought from the Pacific Northwest will 
be fairly well cleaned up within the next 
30 days, and that there is every indica- 
tion of a renewal of buying on a consid- 
erable scale. 

Very little business was done in hard 
wheat flours, excepting in less than carload 
lots, the bakery trade refusing absolutely 
to book ahead for any considerable period 
until conditions become more settled. 
Montana mills quoted, basis 98-lb cotton 
sacks, carloads delivered coast: first pat- 
ent, $8@8.80; second patent, $7.80@8.35; 
first clear, $7.30@7.55. Dakota mills 
quoted on the same basis: first patent, 
$8.30@9.40; second patent, $8@8.90; first 
clear, $7.75@7.85. Kansas mills quoted 
first patent in this market at $8.75@9.50 
bbl. 

* * 

The feed market is weak for bran and 
strong for shorts, local bran being quot- 
ed at $26 ton, carloads, delivered transit 
points, and shorts $29. 


PUGET SOUND FLOUR SHIPMENTS 


Flour shipments by water from Seattle 
and Tacoma in January, 1916 and 1917, 
were: 


1916 1917 

To— bbls bbls 
et | Pa eee 71,045 53,801 
Orient and Hawaii........ 54,683 575 
PD Sic ctetspanysvavvseot - bea ee 40,185 
South America ........... 28,496 19,416 
Atlantic ports ............ 175 2,510 
co) ee ere re ee 154,399 115,987 


Shipments July 1-Feb. 1, 1915-16 and 
1916-17: 





1915-16 1916-17 

To— bbls bbis 
COMTOPMIA {coco devevciows 442,620 454,065 
Orient and Hawaii ...... 560,363 113,202 
TEUTOPO . cc ceccice 168,453 51,567 
South America 285,174 156,505 
Atlantic ports 8,410 7,410 
Totals 782,749 


onde Cr asewisvees 1,465,020 





‘Mill Co., 


NOTES 

Plans have been made to erect a 50-bbl 
mill at Cut Bank, Mont. 

The next sailing from Seattle to 
Christiania of the Norway-Pacific Line 
will be toward the end of March. 

Shipments of flour from Tacoma to 
South America last week were: To Mol- 
lendo, 8,000 bbls; Antofagasta, 1,820; 
Arica, 2,590. 

The project of the Weiser (Idaho) 
Milling & Elevator Co. to build a 300-bbl 
mill last year, later abandoned, has again 
been revived. 

H. S. Murry, manager the Peacock 
of Freewater, Oregon, and 
William Helm, manager Ellensburg 
(Wash.) Milling Co., were in Seattle last 
week, 

Manchurian kaoliang (Kafir corn) was 
quoted at the week-end at $35 ton, c.i-f, 
Seattle, April delivery here. Application 
has been made to the railroads for a rate 
on Kafir corn from Pacific Coast termi- 
nals east, no rate being now in force. 


A settlement has been reached of the 
strike started last September by the mill 
employees of the Royal Milling Co., of 
Great Falls, Mont. Those of the men 
taken back have accepted the eminently 
fair conditions proposed by the company, 
which the strikers refused when they 
walked out. 

The Norway-Pacific liner, George 
Washington, which sailed from Seattle 
Jan. 28, loaded at Seattle 7,800 bbls of 
flour for Christiania, 550 bbls for Trond- 
hjem, 375 bbls for Bergen, 150 bbls for 
Orendal; and at San Francisco loaded 
38,066 bbls for Christiania, and 2,134 bbls 
for Orendal. 

G. H. Blydenstein, Pendleton, Oregon, 
and others, have incorporated as Blyden- 
stein & Co., and purchased the West End 
chop mill, and will also manufacture 
Blydenstein’s self-rising pastry flour, 
prepared dietry flour and cereal prod- 
ucts. Mr. Blydenstein’s business as a 
flour distributor will continue to be con- 
ducted in his own name. 


While there has been some apprehen- 
sion as to the condition of winter wheat 
in the Palouse and in Walla Walla and 
Umatilla counties, recent reports are that, 
while little or no top growth was made, 
the seed has germinated and little dam- 
age has so far been suffered. The acre- 
age seeded to winter wheat is very short, 
on account of the early freeze-up. 


W. H. Burtt, southeastern representa- 
tive, with headquarters at Memphis, 
Tenn., of the Centennial Mill Co., of 
Seattle, was here last week, returning on 
Friday to Memphis, where the company 
maintains a flour-blending plant, with a 
capacity of 1,000 bbls a day. Mr. Burtt 
believes that the Southeast will again be 
in the market for Pacific Coast flours the 
latter part of this month. 


Eastern and local markets are showing 
interest in Manchurian millet. A recent 
federal ruling has been made, however, 
against the importation of this product 
unless it shows a germination test of 65 
per cent, and runs 95 per cent pure. 
Tests are now being made through the 
United States custom-house on a recent 
importation. Four varieties of millet are 


imported from the Orient, red, white, 


black and yellow. 


Seattle and Tacoma water shipments of 
wheat in January were 181,210 bus, 
against 419,925 in Jamuary, 1916. For the 
crop year to Feb. 1 the shipments were 
1,389,460 bus, against 4,615,295 a year 
ago. The principal losses this season were 
in shipments to California, 671,660 bus 
this season, against 1,647,735 last; 
Europe, 360,300 bus, against 1,453,440; 
South America 357,495, against 912,960; 
Australia none, against 410,645. 
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Receipts of flour at Seattle showed a 
heavy decrease in 1916 from previous 

ears. The receipts in 1916 were 449,850 

bls; in 1915, 637,000; in 1914, 656,000. 
This is accounted for by the smaller sales 
made by Montana and Dakota mills, 
caused by the 4 = prices for hard wheat 
flours and also by the fact that on ac- 
count of heavy bookings in eastern and 
southeastern markets by Washington 
country mills they largely withdrew from 
the seaboard markets. 

At the meeting of representatives of 
the North West Master Bakers’ Associa- 
tion, the Oregon Master Bakers’ Associa- 
tion, and the Seattle Master Bakers’ As- 
sociation, held at Seattle last Tuesday, it 
was decided not to change the place of 
the next annual meeting of these affili- 
ated associations, as had been suggested, 
from North Yakima, Wash., where the 
meeting will be held the latter part of 
June. <A large. number of bakers from 
Washington and Oregon attended the 
meeting. 





OREGON 

PortLtanp, Orecon, Feb. 5.—Flour de- 
clined 20c bbl at the opening of the week, 
and another reduction in the list was 
expected Friday, but failed to material- 
ize. In view of the weakened condition 
of the market, domestic buying is of 
minimum volume. Eastern demand has 
also been slack, and no foreign inquiry 
has been reported. The future of trade 


is so uncertain that the market is in 
strictly a waiting attitude. 
Current quotations: patents, $8.20; 


straights, $7.40@7.60; valley, $7.70; whole 
wheat, $8.40; graham, $8.20. 

Millfeed held steady at the same prices 
as heretofore, $26.50 ton for bran and 
$30.50 for shorts. Rolled barley was quot- 
ed at $42@48 ton. 

Wheat prices followed the eastern de- 
clines. Trading in the local and country 
markets has practically ceased. Farm- 
ers are making no offers, and all buyers 
are holding back, awaiting developments. 

Bid prices for February wheat at the 
Merchants’ Exchange, Friday, were: blue- 
stem, $1.46; forty-fold, $1.44; club, $1.41; 
red Russian, $1.40. 

Coarse grains eased off with the lack 
of demand, Friday’s bid prices being 
$34.50 ton for oats and $38 for feed 
barley. 

_ NOTES 


No barley or oats have been exported 
to date from Portland this season. 

Local receipts last month were 132 cars 
flour, compared with 129 in January, 
1916, and 387 cars wheat, against 490 a 
year ago. Other January receipts were 
357 cars oats and 46 of barley. 

Flour shipments from Portland in 
January were 41,609 bbls, all to Cali- 
fornia, against 58,973 to the same destina- 
tion in January last year. For the sea- 
son to date, flour shipments have been 
331,293 bbls, all to the southern state, 
compared with shipments in the same 
period last season of 343,464 bbls to Cali- 
fornia, 118,488 to South America, 60,629 
to Europe, 24,077 to Atlantic ports and 
1,960 to Hawaii, a total of 548,618 bbls. 

Wheat shipments from Portland last 
month were 370,994 bus to Europe and 
59,067 to California, comparing with ship-- 
ments in January, 1916, of 291,077 bus to 
Europe and 161,203 to California. For 
the cereal year to date, Portland has 
shipped 1,122,042 bus wheat, including 
the above noted quantity, for Europe, 
and 751,048 forwarded to California. In 
the corresponding period last season, ship- 
ments were 7,514,626 bus to Europe, 
Australia, South Africa, South America, 
Hawaii. and California, and Atlantic 
ports, 

J. M. Lownspate. 





A cable from The Hague says: “As a 
result of a conference between important 
shippers here and the officials of the 
Dutch government, it has been decided 
that no Dutch ships shall be allowed to 
sail from Holland ports for the present. 
Important negotiations have been opened 
with Berlin, and shipments will await 
their results. 





No government crop report will be is- 
sued in February. The March report will 
be issued on the 8th at 1:15 p.m. Chicago 
time, and will give an estimate of stocks 
on farms on March 1, of wheat, corn, 
oats and barley. 
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Quotations corrected to dates shown. 








CHICAGO, FEB. 3 
FLOUR—Prices carload and round lots, 
f.o.b. Chicago: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, less 
usual discounts for cash to re- 


tall ma@rohamts ...csccccccscese $....@9.40 
Spring patent, jute ...........05. 8.10 @8.65 
Spring straights, jute ........... 7.60 @8.00 
Spring clears, jute ............+. 7.00 @7.25 
Second clear, 140 lbs, jute ....... 6.00@6.40 
Red dog, 140 Ibs, jute ........... 4.20@ 4.60 


City mills’ spring patents, jute... 8.10@8.25 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


Patent, southern, jute ........... $8.10@8.50 
Straight, southern, jute .......... 7.40@7.90 
Clear, southern, jute ............+. 7.15 @7.35 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
First patent, Kansas, jute ....... $8.25 @8.60 
Patent, 95 per cent ......s.eeeeee 7.80@8.10 
Clear, Kansas, jute ...........++. 7.20@7.60 
RYE FLOUR 
Rye flour, white, jute ........... $7.20@7.40 


o 


Rye flour, standard, jute ........ 70@6.85 

MILLFEED—Millers were quoting, Satur- 
day, nominally on the following basis: 
spring wheat bran, $33.75; middlings, $34.50; 
winter bran, $34.50; middlings, $38; red dog, 
$44.25,—in 100-Ilb sacks; yet these quota- 
tions were subject to confirmation as to date 
of delivery. 

WHEAT—Unsettled and lower. Milling 
demand light, owing to difficulties in mak- 
ing shipments. No. 2 red, fresh receipts, 
2@3c over May, with sales at $1.67%; No. 3 
red, 5c under to lc over May, with sales 
at $1.64%; No. 2 hard, 5c over May, with 
sales at $1.69%; Turkish variety, 11@13c 
over May; No. 3 hard, 4c under to 4c over 
May, depending upon condition. ae. .2 
northern, 8@10c over May; No. 2 northern, 
2@8c over May. 

RYE—Small receipts and light trade. No. 
2 sold at bes 40. 

CORN 
5e per 100 Ibs lower. 
meal $2.48, per 100 Ibs. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 
ted): 


y, with prices 
Grits are $2.49, and 





--Receipts— --Shipments-— 
1917 1916 1917 1916 


Flour, bbls..... 178 229 90 156 
Wheat, bus.... 1,136 1,469 873 1,953 
Corn, BUS...... 2,813 1,725 “922 1,377 
Oats, bus...... 2,216 3,394 959 2,926 
Rye, bus....... 73 121 139 64 
Barley, bus.... 479 724 118 405 





MILWAUKEE, FEB. 3 


FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 
bbl, f.o.b. Milwaukee: 


Hard spring patent, wood........ $9.20@9.25 
Hard spring straight, wood...... 8.60@8.75 
Fancy clear, jute ......6seeeeeees 8.00 @8.05 
Rye flour, pure, wood ............ «+ »@7.40 
Rye flour, country blended, jute.. 6.80@7.10 


Kansas straight, cotton .......... 8.25@8.50 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 


white, 100 lbs, cotton ......... -@2.40 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

yellow, 100 Ibs, cotton ......... - @2.40 

MILLFEED—Easier. Standard bran, $33; 
standard fine middlings, $33; flour mid- 
dlings, $37.50; red dog, $44; brewers’ dried 
grains, $36; oil meal, $35,—all in 100-lb 
sacks. 


WHEAT—Declined 12@13c, with millers 
buying all choice offered. Shippers neglect- 
ed low-grades, and offerings were difficult 


to place. Receipts, 100 cars. No. 1 north- 
ern, $1.68@1.82; No. 2, $1.59@1.78; No. 3, 
$1.40@1.70; No. 2 red, $1.66@1.78; No. 3 
red, $1.60@1.74; No. 2 hard, $1.67@1.80. 
No. 1 nor No. 2nor No. 3 nor 
Monday 180@182 173@178 145 @170 
Tuesday 168@172 160@167 140@155 
Wednesday. 169@171 159@166 140@157 
Thursday 168@172 160@167 140@155 
Friday 169@171 159@166 140 @157 
Saturday 170@175 165 @170 140@157 
BARLEY—Declined 2@3c, with demand 


good from maltsters and brewers for choice. 
Low-grades were slow, and liberally dis- 
counted to sell. Receipts, 212 cars. Me- 
dium, $1.22@1.28; No. 3, $1.22@1.27; No. 4, 
$1.11@1.22; feed and rejected, $1@1.15. 

RYE—Declined 6@i7c, with demand only 
fair from millers and distillers. Shippers 
were in the market at times for low-grades. 
Receipts, 28 cars. Shippers report fair busi- 
ness with southern distillers for choice. No. 
1, $1.40@1.46%; No. 2, $1.39@1.46; No. 3, 
$1.34@1.45. 

CORN—Declined 2@3c, with demand good 
at all times for all grades. Receipts, 445 
cars. The local trade bought freely of yel- 
low and high mixed. Shippers bought lib- 
erally of all grades. No. 3 yellow, 96%c@ 
$1.00%; No. 4 yellow, 95@99c; No. 3 mixed, 
96@99c; No. 3 white, 96%c@$1. 

OATS—Declined 3@4c, with demand good 
at all times. Receipts, 365 cars, Local 


trade good. Shippers bought freely of all 
grades, and tables were cleared each day. 
Standard, 52% @57%c; No. 3 white, 51%@ 
57%c; No. 4 white, 51% @56%c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts—, --Shipments—, 


1917 1916 1917 1916 
Flour, bbls... 5,740, 31,300 18,020 76,130 
Wheat, bus.. 123,275° 86,250 185,987 130,587 


582,900 309,825 258,764 253,600 
- 715,400 799,900 562,774 253,600 
323,450 417,480 562,774 999,158 
34,240 63,100 97,070 150,719 
3,133 3,133 8,573 


Corn, bus... 
Oats, bus.. 

Barley; bus.. 
Rye, bus..... 
Feed, tons... 170 





PHILADELPHIA, FEB. 3 


FLOUR—Receipts, 4,486 bbls and 3,081,000 
lbs in sacks. Exports, 16,998 sacks to Nar- 
vik. Quotations, 196 lbs in wood: 


Spring favorite brands ........... $8.75 @9.25 
| Aer ee re ce 8.10@8.35 
Spring Brat GIOAF ..cccececivevess 7.50@7.75 
City mills— 
Choice and fancy patent ...... 8.75 @9.25 
Regular grades— 
Wetter PRSORE oon ccccccccsses 7.75 @8.00 
Winter straight ...ccsecccses 7.25 @7.75 
Winter first clear ........... 7.00 @7.25 
Winter patent ..ccccssccccccccee 7.75 @8.00 
Winter GOTOIGt < oct ccc eaccsecscs 7.25 @7.75 
Winter Bret COMP 262s cece csscecs 7.00 @7.25 
Kansas patent, cotton sacks...... 8.00@8.25 
Kansas straight, cotton sacks.... 7.75@8.00 
Kansas first clear, cotton sacks... 7.25@7.50 


MILLFEED—Scarce, and prices of spot 
bran advanced 50c per ton. Demand equal 
to offerings. Quotations, per ton: 

Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$37.00@37.50 


Western to arrive, in bulk...... 35.50@36.00 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 
MTETELUTIT TTL ETT ELL 36.50 @37.00 
To arrive, all-rail ........... 35.50 @36.00 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 
Pe GROUND 6 dkk sn 6:00 0:06.06 B02 6d0 40.00@ 41.00 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 


LOO-ID BACKD ..ccccccscccccens 35.00 @36.00 
Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks 46.50@47.50 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks.. 35.00@36.00 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-lb sks 38.00@39.00 

WHEAT—The severance of diplomatic re- 
lations with Germany caused _ increased 
pressure to sell, and prices here declined 
12@14c. Demand light. Receipts, 778,537 
bus; exports, 564,594; stock, 1,654,368. Clos- 
ing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 


See, De PO, Oc 5.0 0.44.66. 6% a treads $1.75 @1.80 
Ne. 8 GOUCHOFM FO 2. ccccsocesess 1.73 @1.78 
Wtenmeah Fe B FOG icc cccviscspwes 1.71@1.76 
8? Saree ree 1.71@1.76 
MGRSONN BD ic ccvcdccdcndovccceses 1.67 @1.72 
po LG Or ee ee 1.63 @1.68 


RYE—Dull and 5@9%c lower. Quotations: 
No. 2 western in export elevator, $1.40@1.45 
bu. Small lots of near-by rye, in bags, $1 
@ 1.20. 

RYE FLOUR—Sold slowly at former rates. 
Quotations: $7.50@7.75 per 196 Ibs, either 
in wood or sacks. 

CORN—Offerings on the spot light and 
market firm, but demand only moderate. 
Receipts, 180,724 bus; exports, 85,714; stock, 


137,316. Closing prices, per bu: 

CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 
i SS,  , SPereerrereryerr. $1.13% @1.14% 
WRG: BS FORIOW occccccctevccces 1.12% @1.13% 
BOO, 6. FOTO occcccccccccsves 1.10% @1.11% 
We. 6 POO ccs ccccccscccoce 1.08% @1.09% 


CORN PRODUCTS—Quiet, but steady un- 
der light offerings. Quotations: 100-l1b 
Bblis sacks 

Kiln-dried yellow meal.$5.75 @5.85 $2.80@2.85 

Granulated yellow meal 5.90@6.00 2.90@2.95 

Granulated white meal. 5.70@5.80 2. 

Yellow table meal - 5.70@5.80 2.80@2.85 


White table meal ..... 5.70@6.80 2.80@2.85 
White corn flour ...... 5.75@5.85 2.85 @2.95 
Yellow corn flour ..... 5.70@5.80 2.75@2.85 
Pearl hominy ......... 5.80@5.90 2.85@2.90 


Hominy and grits, case 1.65@1.70 ....@.... 
OATS—Firm, and %c higher under small 


spot supplies and a fair demand. Receipts, 
86,659 bus; stock, 181,013. Quotations: 

BO. BD WIGS as ovo vbsiccccacvesveae 68@68% 
MtemGarG WRICS 222 cccscivecssces 67@67% 
Bees CS WIND, ccd ote geivoceceveces 66@66% 
ee BMD obs s Wb b 0% 5508 Cen ece's 65 @66 
pe PPT EETE RCT ee 62@63 


OATMEAL—In fairly liberal supply, and 
easier under a light demand. Quotations: 
ground, per 200 lbs, wood, $7.57; patent, cut, 
per 200 lbs, wood, $7.57@8.69; rolled, steam 
and kiln-dried, per 180 lbs, in wood, $6.70@ 
6.95; pearl barley, in 100-lb sacks, $4.80@ 
6.05. 


MONTH’S RECEIPTS AND EXPORTS 


According to the monthly grain circular 
published by the Commercial Exchange, the 
receipts and exports of flour, wheat and 
corn in January were as follows, with com- 
parisons: 


Flour Wheat Corn 
Receipts— bbis bus bus 
January, 1917.... 144,472 3,188,187 553,362 
December, 1916.. 157,720 2,557,509 168,691 
January, 1916.... 242,667 3,720,130 315,605 
January, 1915.... 263,257 2,744,437 821,673 
Exports— 
January, 1917.... 55,860 2,968,156 240,000 
December, 1916.. 51,320 2,340,384 68,570 
January, 1916.... 110,040 3,712,926 75,081 
January, 1915.... 106,968 3,234,692 231,468 


DULUTH, FEB. 3 


FLOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 


lots, per 196 lbs, f.o.b. Duluth: 
Feb, 3 
First patent, wood.... 


Second patent, wood... 8.35@8.45 
Straight, wood ....... 8.25 @8.35 
First clear, jute....... 7.55 @7.80 
Second clear, jute..... 5.75 @6.00 
Red dog, jute ........ 4.30@4.40 


1916 


$8.45@8.55 $6.45@6.55 


6.35 @6.45 
6.25 @6.35 
5.05 @5.25 
3.60@4.05 
2.60@2.70 


DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
round lots, per 140 Ibs, f.o.b. Duluth: 


Med. semolina, jute.. 
Patent, jute 
Cut-straight, 


ececerece 9.10@9.25 
jute..... 8.10@8.20 


1916 


Feb. 
-$9.40@9.55 $6.55 @6.65 
6.15 @6.25 


5.15@5.25 


RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 


lots, 98-lb cottons, f.o.b. mill, 


Feb. 3, were: 


family blend, $8.05; pure white, $8.20; pure 


dark, $7.10; dark blend, $7.10. 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 


By weeks ending on dates given: 
bbis 1915 
-16,370 Feb. 6.. 


bbis 1916 
7,555 Feb. 5.. 


1917 
Feb. 3... 


bbis 
-22,490 


Jan. 27..11,235 Jan, 29..35,400 Jan. 30. .22,520 


Jan, 20..11,410 Jan. 22. .36,125 Jan. 23. 
-34,035 Jan. 16..17,290 


Jan. 13..12,980 Jan. 15. 


- 20,085 


Foreign flour shipments for weeks named: 


1917 bbls 1916 bbis 1915 bbls 
Feb. 3... .... Feb. 5 Feb. 6... 5,450 
Jan. 27.. » Jan, 29. ° Jan, 30. eas 
Jan, 20.. .... Jan. 22. 12, 860 Jan. 23. 4,136 
Jan. 13.. . Jan. 15. coos SOM, 36... cece 


WHEAT—Was Cirewrn into a chaotic state 
by the break of diplomatic relations with 


Germany and news in general. 
foreseen to be inevitable, as a 


Breaks were 


result of 


Germany’s notice of submarine war without 


limit. Selling was frenzied and 


of great 


magnitude, and the down-turn in prices was 


much greater than expected. 
long holdings was extensive. 


Unloading of 
The plunge 


today (Feb. 3) probably represented invol- 
untary closing out of margined or specu- 


lative lines. 


Earlier liquidation derived im- 


petus from rumors that relations with Ger- 


many had been severed, 


and both spring 


and durum wheat declined to lowest prices 


since September. 


point on the week registered 


The fall from high to low 
19% @2\1c. 


Later, reported concessions by Germany and 
week-end covering caused a violent rally 


in the final hour. 


Severely cold weather 


and its possible effect on the growing winter 
wheat crop received considerable attention. 


Prices eventually 
resting figures of Jan. 27. 


closed 2% @5\%\c 


under 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 
Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 


cents, per bu, spot, 


c——Spot durum———,, 
Jan. No. 1 No. 2 


May and July: 


May 


July 


27... 184% @186% 181% @184% 184% 185 


29... 183 @185 178 


@181 183 182 


30... 187% @189% 182% @185% 187% 186% 
31... 183% @185% 178% @181% 183% 183% 


Feb 
Bests eves @174% 169% @171% 174% 173% 
Suites - + Fuek @174% 169% @171% 174% 174% 
A @181% 176% @178% 181% 181 
ae CE re @122 125 125% 

*1916. 

Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 
cents: 
Jan, No.1lnor No. 2 nor No. 3 
Tec visvvois 178%.173% @176% 166% @173% 
SBia's ba canes 175% 170% @173% 163% @170% 
a 60s ees Es 181% 176% @179% 169% @176% 
Thertiveves 177% 172% @175% 165% @172% 
Feb 
Biwnicraves 167% 162% @165% 155% @162% 
are Te 167% 162% @165% 155% @162% 
Bepsscccves 173% 168% @171% 161% @168% 
5, 1916 rr @128% 121%@125% 

Duluth grain—closing prices on track, in 
cents per bu: 

Oats Rye 
No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 

Jan. 27 .... 58% @54% @138 84@118 
Jan. 29 .... 52% @53% @136 82@116 
Jan, 30 .... 58% @54% -++»@137 82@116 
Jan. 31 .... 52% @53% ««-@1387 82@116 
Feb. 1 ..... 49% @50% 134@135 80@114 
Feb. 2..... 49% @50% 134@135 80@114 
Feb, 3..... 50% @51% 135 @136 80@114 
Feb. 5, 1916 ....@46% -@ 97 66@ 75 


Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators, 
Feb. 3 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 


r-—Domestic——, -——-Bonded——, 


1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
oo eee TC ove 2798 see eee ve 
OO s.c.es 1,252 426 2,442 489 147 8 
BAG: oseeece 415 30 11 see 1 PT? 
Barley .... 464 827 467 122 42 17 
Flaxseed ..1,328 1,456 286 70 11 174 


DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 
Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 


Saturday (Feb. 3), 
bushels (000’s omitted): 


at Duluth-Superior, in 


c-——Receipts——, —-Shipments—, 





Wheat— 1917 1916 .1915 
Spring .... 50 108 347 33 
Durum .... 72 138 74 9 
Winter ... 54 23 3 
Western ... ... aos 2 

Totals... 176 269 426 42 
Bonded ... 307 156 38 16 

Totals... 483 425 464 58 
GUE sic cen vee eas 345 ws'e 
Oats ...... 14 4 189 4 

Bonded... 142 49 ove ioe 
MPO vores: 11 sa 21 7 
Barley 114 6 77 e's 

Bonded 23 5 17 _ 
Flaxseed .. 40 33 15 8 

Bonded... 10 1 50 


1917 1916 1915 


20~C«S 
ew 4 
1 
5615 
5810 
11425 
a 
oat 
es 
dake ae 
iy <6 
eh 


STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 

Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, Feb. : 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 





7-Wheat stocks—, -———grade—— 

1917 1915 1917 1916 1915 

bus bus bus cars cars car: 

1 hard .... 36 169 BOB ccc eee ot 
1 northern. 754 2,595 2,605 6 25 2 
2 northern. 649 1,437 2,698 1 28 155 
479 135 1,077 5 21 6. 

soe 88 36 8 22 2s 

Rejected evs ep eae jae Sas 4 2 


eee 2-6 eas 4 eee 
No-grade .. ... 10 coe | 2 
3 


Sample gr. ... ee ane 1 

Sp’l bin...2,404 2,538 2,235 ee 
Totals...4,332 6,992 8,759 28 103 27: 

Macaroni... 747 4,428 384 38 100 49) 

S’western.. 817 819 795 25 14 

Western .. 4 8 8 1 2 Ke 

REEMA, on ce. oe wee Ree 22 77 1 
Totals. . 33 


-5,890 12,247 9,946 86 296 33 


Bonded ...1,479 577 127 352 259 5 
Totals...7,369 12,82410,073 438 555 39 
Afloat : 
Totals...7,369 13,582 10,073 488 555 “39 


FLAXSEED—Shared with wheat in ex 
citement and violent price fluctuations. Th 
rupture between the United States and Ger 
many caused great nervousness and unce: 
tainty. Fear that the turn of-affairs migh 
involve the United States in war and furth: 
restrict ocean shipping depressed the maz 
ket, and liquidation was heavy. Followin; 
an early firmness, weakness and demorali 
zation featured. Futures declined about 25 
Feb. 3; both May and July reached low 
point at $2.70. After touching bottom, 
rally followed and prices reacted 12c fron 
low spot, closing 12@18c under Jan. 27 
Trading was restricted. Majority of ope: 
ators preferred to stay out of market, pend 
ing developments. Some long holdings wer: 
thrown overboard during the flurry. On a! 
new low levels, crushers were buyers. N: 
large offerings were noticeable. 





TOLEDO, FEB. 3 
FLOUR—Quotations, carload and roun 
lots, o* Toledo, wood basis, per bbl ot! 
196 lbs: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 





Patent, Toledo-made ..........cceceee. $8.90 
SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
MOONEE: | 6.0.00:3 &:0.0. 00 90 056 0-4,5 0b a eed $7.90 @ 
RR Sy Serres ot 7.80@§ 
GS Bids we Ceaew cers’ ct cheaee 7.40@7.8 


MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-lb sacks, pe: 
ton, f.0.b. Toledo: 


eee SO WO Gio in baked datwbes $35.0: 
EE EE. vot beh a Oeics bakewhecekeaee 36.50 
MED. 6 OAc a 056 0:0-9% Vebisaetcnoded 38.00 
Oil meal, in 100-lb bags............. 47.7 
Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag......... 6.75 


WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 


Cash May July 
rer $1.79% $1.83% $1.52 
RE Se 1.83% 1.87% 1.55! 
Wednesday ...... 1.80 1.83% 1.62: 
TREPOERF .osecess 1.72 1.75% 1.47 
i. ee 1.70 1.73% 1,488 
Saturday ...¢.... 1.71 1.80% 1.63! 


Receipts 71 cars, 30 contract; year ago 8: 
35 contract. 


CORN—Receipts 104 
year ago 62, 15 contract. 


OATS—Receipts 57 cars, 42 contract; yes 

ago 40, 1 contract. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
cot tae = 


cars, 85 contrac 





917 916 17 191 

Wheat, bus.. $6, 200 86, 000 51, 900 50,8! 

Corn, bus.... 123,600 74,400 - 47,800 32,0( 

Oats, bus.... 89,600 64,000 78,600 106,50 
BOSTON, FEB. 3 


FLOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 





Per carload— Bbl, woo 
Spring, special short patent...... $9.25@9. 
Spring, Minneapolis 
DOCU, SOUNAET bbs ce vhi0c 3d ctcdes 
Spring first clear, in cotton ...... 7.00@7 
Kansas cut-straights, sacks...... 7.80@7 
Kansas patent, standard, sacks... 8.10@8 
Ee ED asco da vcedes cvewees 8.25@8. 
Water GtHGIGRE . occ cccrccwcccccss 7.60@8 
Winter fret ClOMP 6. ew cccwccccics 7.40 @7. 

MILLFEED—The high range of pri: 


during the past week resulted in little bus 
ness, as buyers were reluctant about pa 
ing the high prices asked. Offerings w«: 
moderate, and at the close prices we! 
nominal, with many of the receivers of fee: 
in this market withdrawn and not quotin 
prices either for transit or mill shipmen 
Quotations, mill shipment, in 100-lb sack 
per ton: spring bran, $37@37.50; wint: 
bran, $387.50@38; middlings, $37@41.5' 
mixed feed, $39@41; red dog, in 140-! 
sacks, $49.50; oat hulls, reground, $24.5: 
gluten feed, $41.83; hominy feed, $45.4) 
stock feed, $43.50; cottonseed meal, $42@4! 
linseed meal, $49; alfalfa meal, $32@35. 
CEREAL PRODUCTS—A quiet deman 
for corn meal and oatmeal, with prices 
shade lower. Rye and graham flours low: 
with a slow demand. Quotations, mill ship 
ment, in wood: granulated corn meal, $6.1 
bolted, $6.05; feeding, in 100-lb bags, $2.° 
@2.22; cracked corn, in 100-lb bags, $2.22 ° 
2.24; rye flour, in sacks, $7.40@7.75; grahai 





) od bed Od et 


© 
0 


Be 
St 
Fi 
Se 
Lo 
Ry 


Sp 
St: 








Fi 
Re 
Ho 
Gh 
Cor 
Cor 
Cra 
Cot 
Oil 
Rol 
Oat 
Vv 
ln 
cag 
the) 
port 
ove! 
rou! 
are 
are 
ter 
of t 
too 
$1.8: 
No. 
ce 
spite 
body 
up ¢ 
No. 
No. 
—on 
OA 
stren 
here 
No. 
white 
throu 
BA 
ment, 
was 
expor 
RY 
Buffa 


FL( 
car lo 
Spring 
Springs 
Spring 
Winte 
Winte 
Kansa 


Flou 
which 
5,800 
for Re 
for H. 
variot 
Indies, 

Whe 
bus, jr 
to Lon 
269,000 
170, 00/ 
391,000 
664,000 

WHI 
Vailed 
Owing 
pronou: 
No, 2 | 
cago M 
as low 
is a co; 
grain 1 
rage o1 
ing of 
setting 
to be 
the mir 
more n 
Quotat 
Spring, 
$1.90 1, - 
No, 2. 
CORN 
railroad 
export j 
be mor 
Buying 
bargo, 
buying ‘ 
new N 

at $1.09 
OATS 
Oats ey 
mand gy 
new busi 
sible to ; 
the extre 




















February 7, 1917 


flour, $7.20@8.60; rolled oatmeal, $7.10: cut 


and ground oatmeal, $7.81. 


WEEKR’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 


cReceipts— ——Stocks— 


1917 1916 1917 1916 
Flour, bbls... 43,651 64,250 ..... edenbke 
Wheat, bus..273,694 376,811 302,239 1,214,908 
Corn, bus.... 59,061 20,840 102,641 87 
Oats, bus.... 37,294 129,416 413,340 335,330 
Rye, bus..... 5,000 2,094 77,599 27,656 
Barley, bus.. ..... 20,200 11,477 38,161 
Millfeed, tons... 40 Dn. Kabat: Metin ke 
Corn meal, bbls. 775 a sibss  obcies 
Oatmeal, cases.. 100 ee ndes” Cekatts 
Oatmeal, sacks. ... eg tae eet ee ee 
WEEK’S EXPORTS 

-——Flour—, Wheat Corn 

To— bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool oo). eh enue 193,124 63,414 
MancheseeP.¢6%0 “<acces BOG,CRE- on cces 
Totalh 1+. d6..00b- - acted 299,948 63,414 
Since JQRs, Bi cad ascrss 983,843 318,172 





BUFFALO, FEB. 3 





F1.OUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 


Best SOCGRR wi ectia cust rceucscsec 
Mrailges devcsineease ccdew awd nad 
First clear ... 

Second clear... 

Low-QUQGl  Ceseneebinsscknkc 

Rye, NO Bia sites esd osc acicecce 
Spring bran, per ton .......... ‘ 

Standard middlings, per ton ..... 
Flour middlings, per ton ........ 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sack, ton... 
Hominy feed, waite, per ton ..... 
Gluten feed, per ton ..... 


Corn meal, coarse, per ton 
Corn meal, table, per ton 
Cracked corn, per ton .... 


Cottonseed meal, 38.6 per cent, ton... 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads ...... 
Rolled oats, bbl, 180 Ibs, net, wood... 
Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton.. 








+++» 46.00 


WHEAT—An occasional small lot of No. 


1 northern was offered at 27@28c over Chi- 


cago May, coming from. millers who claimed 
they had a surplus, but no sales were re- 


ported. 


over Chicago May in store at the close for 
round lots, and 36c over for carloads, They 
are looking for higher limits, as some mills 
are badly in need of No. 1 northern. Win- 


ter wheat offerings were mostly taken out 


Regular dealers were asking 32c 


of the market, bids here being considered 
too low. Closing prices were: No. 2 white, 
$1.82; No. 3 white, $1.77; No. 2 red, $1.82; 
No. 3 red, $1.81,—on track, through billed, 

CORN—The market was strong here in 
spite of the decline in the option, every- 
body buying, and the offerings were cleaned 


up daily. 
No. 


—on track, through billed, 


OATS—Just a nibbling trade 


Closing: No. 2 yellow, $1.05%; 
3 yellow, $1.05%; No. 4 yellow, $1.03%; 
No. 5 yellow, $1.01%; No. 6 yellow, 99%c, 


and no 


strength to the market at any time, prices 


here being considered too high. 


Closing: 


No. 2 white, 61c¢; standard, 60%c; No. 8 
white, 60%c; No. 4 white, 59%c,—on track, 


through billed, 


BARLEY—Maltsters took opening ship- 
ment, store, Buffalo, at $1.22@1.23. Spot 
was offered at $1.29, and some sold for 


export, 


RYE—No. 2 was quoted at $1.52, track, 


Buffalo. 





NEW YORK, FEB. 3 


FLOUR — Largely nominal. 


Quotations, 


Wood 


car lots; Jute sacks 

Spring patent ........ $7.75@8.15 $8.15@8.45 
Spring first clears..... 7.00@7.35 7.30@7.65 
Spring low-grades..... 6.00@6.50 ....@.... 
Winter patent ....... 7.60@7.90 7.90@8.20 
Winter straights ..... 7.35@7.60 7.65@7.90 
Kansas straights ..... 7.90@8.30 ....@.... 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 
Flour exports totaled 148,000 packages, of 


Which 2,400 


were destined for Liverpool, 


5,800 for London, 3,000 for Glasgow, 39,500 
for Rotterdam, 7,400 for Amsterdam, 14,300 
for Havre, 28,600 for Marseilles, 5,000 for 
Various ports, and 47,000 for the West 


Indies, 


Wheat shipments were Placed at 2,718,000 
bus, including 116,000 to Liverpool, 136,000 
to London, 4,000 to Hull, 40,000 to Glasgow, 
269,000 to Birkenhead, 589,000 to Rotterdam, 


170,000 to Amsterdam, 123,000 to Cette, 
391,000 to Gibraltar, 216,000 to Genoa and 
664,000 to various ports. 

WHEAT—Extreme irregularity has pre- 
vailed in the wheat market this week. 
Owing to conditions at the Atlantic Ports, 
Pronounced premiums have been paid, with 
No. 2 hard winter selling at 26c over Chi- 


cago May, f.0.b., while at the Gulf it sold 
as low as 6c over. At the Atlantic ports it 
's @ case of paying almost any price for 
grain rather than pay $2,000 a day demur- 
rage on steamers. As a result of the wait- 
ing of vessels at Atlantic ports, grain is 
betting comparatively scarce, but so much is 
to be moved from the central territory that 
the minute the railroad conditions become 
more normal there will be plenty available. 
Quotat ng at the close: No. 1 northern 
Spring, $2.03%%; No. 2 hard winter, Chicago, 


$1.90%%; No, 1 northern Manitoba, 
No. 2 northern Manitoba, $1.99%. 


$2.02% ; 


CORN—Spot corn is very firm, due to the 


railroad situation. 
*xport interest in the market, 


There is considerable 
and would 


re more if the grain could ‘be obtained. 
Buying is restricted by the railroad em- 
argo. The neutral countries have not been 


buying either wheat or corn. 


Quotations: 


new No. 2 yellow corn to arrive is quoted 


at $1.09%, 10 days’ shipment. 


OATS—sgpot values are very firm, and 
oats everywhere throughout the East com- 


mand good Prices, 


The difficulty of doing 


new business is such that it is almost impos- 
sible to Supply the trade to arrive, owing to 
the extreme uncertainty of when shipments 


24.25 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


can be made, Quotations, c.i.f. basis: stand- exports, 856,448; stock, 241,214, Closing 
ards, 66@67c; No. 2 white, 66@67%c; No. prices: standard white, 65%c; No. 3 white, 
3 white, 66@66%c; No. 4 white, 65@66c; 65c. 
ordinary white clipped, 67@68c; fancy white RYE—Lost 4c, with demand and move- 
clipped, 68 @69%c. ment light. Receipts, 138,991 bus; exports, 
RYE FLOUR—The market declined with none; stock, 316,912. Closing price of No. 
wheat flour, and prices are quoted at $6.90 2 western for export, nominally $1.50. 
@7.50 bbl, in sacks, spot and to arrive. 
BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—Quiet and lower —" 
to sell with the decline in other flour. Prices KANSAS CITY, FEB. 3 
are quoted at $4.35@4.50 per 100 lbs asked. FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
MILLFEED—The spot situation is strong flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98’s, f.0,b. 
and prices are at about the high level of the Kansas City, prompt shipment: 
Season, owing to the scarcity of spot goods Patent.....$7.90@8.30 First clear.$7,00 @7.50 
and the difficulty of getting anything for- Straight... 1seeee, Low-grade eet Sy 
ward. Quotations for spring bran, per ton, 
in 100-lb sacks, to arrive, $36.75; standard Federation differentials govern other 
middlings, 100’s, $36.75; red dog, $46.50, Packages, c * 
City feed: bulk bran $35.40, 100-lb sacks For central states and “cotton sack 
$37; heavy feed, in bulk $35.90, 100-Ib sacks trade, mills quate , 9%20@8.50 bbi for first 
$37.50; flour middlings, 100’s, $45; red dog patents, cotton 48’s, arrival draft, x . 
flour, $48, in bbls, On round lots, interior mills quote $7.30@ 
. 7.50 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
CORN MEAL—Values are very firm and, Kansas City, jute. 
“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 


while trade is light, full figures have to be 
paid where transactions are made, Quota- cent; “straight,” 100 per cent; “straight 
patent,”’ 95 per cent: 


tions at the close: kiln-dried, export, bb] 

5.25; fi ‘ "s, $2.65 -75; white, 

eae $3.05QR00, Fang ‘ite eee MILLFEED—Demand for bran is excep- 

hominy, bbl, $5.70; granulated yellow, $5.45 a active, with buyers co take 

> sbi: . ; 9 ; much more than mills -have to offer, and 

@5.90 bbl; white granulated, $5.45@5.90 bbl; high and advancing prices. Interior mills 
are using all of the output for mixed-car 


corn flour, 100’s, $2.80@2.90. 
ST. LOUIS, FEB. 3 trade, and have virtually nothing to offer 
in carloads. Shorts are also in excellent 
FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- demand at very strong prices, Quotations, 
tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b, St. Louis: basis Kansas City, per 100-lb sacks: bran, 
HARD WINTER FLOUR $1.53@1.58; brown shorts, $1.65@1.70; gray, 


Quotations per 196 Ibs, in 140-Ib jute bags: we white, $1.90@2; corn chop, $1.86 








Fancy patent ..... FUN 0 be NS tay Om $8.00@8.25 
NS See hirs a Se vc aN er tics Cesk 7.80 @8.00 WHEAT—The cash market was exceed- 
££. aera aeeewes 7.20@7.40 ingly erratic, in sympathy with the tre- 
OEE SOON 6s Sis slain ve O66e aK bis 6.60@6.90 mendous disturbance in future prices. In 
Wikies Cece UPAR US Ohad ood 6.20@6.40 - er a milling average of wheat ran 
about 7@8c over the May price. Today a 
SOFT WHEAT FLOUR milling mixture is worth about $1.71, Kan- 
First patent, in cotton ........... $7.90@8.25 sas City. Cash prices: hard wheat, No. 2, 
Second patent, in cotton ......... 7.60 @7.80 fair to choice Turkey, $1.64@1.75; dark and 
Extra fancy, in jute ............. 7.25@7.45 ordinary, $1.64@1.74; No. 3, fair to choice 
PE I an wd was bac ns sh ceo ce 6.75 @7.00 Turkey, $1.63@1.74; dark and ordinary, $1.60 
NOD Nik Gig ts etree dais se’ 6.10@6.40 @1.71; No. 4, fair to choice Turkey, $1.62@ 
1:69; dark and ordinary, $1.58@1.65; soft 
PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR wheat, No. 2, $1.64@1.72; No. 3, $1.61@1 70: 

LE nat DE a a BR a a $7.90@8.25 No, 4. $1.56 @1.67. 

oa eae ee ee eee eee eet Sa CORN—Prices were quite irregular, with 
eee ee eS SORE Bare rs a decline of about 2@2%c until today, when 


MILLFEED — Quotations in 100-Ib bags, there was considerable show of strength on 
basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft political news, 
wheat bran, $1.65; hard wheat bran, $1.60; 
middlings, $1.90@2. At mills to city trade: WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
bran, $1.65@1.70; gray middlings, $1.85, -—Receipts—, ——Shipments—, 
WHEAT—In fair demand at 12@16c low- 1917 1916 1917 1916 
er on soft and 14@15c lower on hard. Re- Wh't, bus.1,004,400 1,469,000 1,202,850 1,195,000 
ceipts, 380 cars, against 432. Closing prices: Corn, bus. 323,750 613,000 235,000 431,000 


No. 3 red, $1.64@1.71; No. 4 red, $1.60; No. Oats, bus. 73,100 100,000 102,000 65,000 
2 hard, $1.72 @1.77. Rye, bus.. 13,200 8,800 3,300 2,200 

CORN—Demand was fair, and prices 3@ Barley, bus 29,400 106,000 15,400 108,000 
4c lower. Receipts, 557 cars, against 611. Bran, tons 640 1,000 2,520 4,000 


7,968 72,000 2,904 2,000 
52,500 57,000 


Hay, tons. 


Closin rices: No. 2 corn, 95 96%c; No. 
cam tae % @96% Flour, bbls 8,750 9,000 


3 corn, 95% @95%c; No. 4 corn, 94c; No. 2 
yellow, 95% @96%c; No, 3 yellow, 95%c; No. 
4 yellow, 94@95c; No. 2 white, 98c; No. 3 
white, 97@97%c; No. 4 white, 95%c, 

CORN GOODS—City meal, $4.65 bbl, f.0.b., 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, 
$4.95. 

OATS—Prices were 2@3%c lower; demand 
fair. Receipts, 184 cars, against 228. Clos- 
ing prices: standard, 54c; No. 3 white, 54@ 
54%c; No. 4 white, 54c; No. 2 mixed, 53@ 





MINNEAPOLIS, FEB. 6 
Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: 
Feb. 6 Year ago 
Stand. patent, wood...$8.70@9.20 $6.40@6.80 
Second patent, wood... 50@9.00 6.20@6.65 
Fancy clear, jute...... 7.75@8.00 5.10@5.60 


oo 


*S%c, nominal; No. 3 mixed, 8c, nominal, Franc clear, jute......, 7.30@7.80 4.95 @5.25 
RYE—No. 2 rye, $1.44@1.45. Second clear, jute..... 6.00@6.50 3.50@4.00 
Red dog, jute .......! 4.40@4.60 2.80@2.90 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
7-Receipts— -—Shipments— 
1917 1916 1917 1916 
Flour, bbls... 63,670 85,790 95,480 107,390 
Wheat, bus.. 797,505 545,658 739,930 690,590 


Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, per 280 Ibs, 
in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 
sion, today (Feb. 6) were nominally: 





Corn, bus.... 807,600 184,660 489,240 203,650 LONDON 
Rea ben. trees apes Shere TER IT0 wate, ..,.,.. LONDON 628 @64s 
Rye, bus..... 11,000 18,700 12,110 9,020 WENO CHOOT oes ds ciicscceses 58s @62s 
Barley, bus.. 6,400 25,600 ..... 1,650 Second clear ......°°° °° 1" **” 488 @54s 
STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) PO SU WAs i cho ee carav beac ba each ie @42s 

Feb.3 Jan.27 Feb.5 GLASGOW ‘ " 

1917 1917 1916 WEE 86s 9n6s 605090008 48% 62s @ 64s 
No. 2 red wheat... 342,868 345,172 83,150 First clear ........./////°!!! 588 @62s 
No. 2 hard wheat.. 277,902 302,696 674,633 LIVERPOOL 
No. 2 corn ........ 41,282 37,772 84,443 SND SGV swans Cbivwa bie os bbe 62s @64s 
No. 2 white corn... 21,828 20,089 110,587 Be A. a4 heats Cr sd oe i 58s @62s 
No. 2 yellow corn.. 10,745 meee  <sseks EE WA Chak enc cceeyeve seal @42s 
No. 2 oats ........ 19,716 21,666 20,742 Mills are not making any quotations to 
No. 2 white oats... 13,908 11,698 .,.... PR eM nring 


No. 3 white oats... 466,875 544,138 345,581 


9. Durum flour quotations f.o.b, Minneapolis 
Standard oats .... 





82,959 85,619 1,440 day (Feb. 6), in jute, were: 
No. 2 rye ......... 3,970 7,743 3,559 ‘oday (Feb. 6), in jute, were 
Medium semolina ............... $9.50@9.75 
ME “56-4 S6UL 4S Vee vila BEX Coddien a 9.40 @9.65 
BALTIMORE, FEB. 8 scale LETTE Te eee eT ay 6.25 @6.60 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs wood: 
Spring patent, special brands..... $8.80 @8.95 MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 
Spring patent ........... seveeeee 8.55 @8.70 The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 
SOU GUMUUID ii sok e i uc ic'eee's’’s 8.25 @8.40 four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
Spring first clear ee ae’ be etenoe 7.55@Z70 the subjoined table: 
Spring second clear ............. 6.90 @7.40 1917 1916 1915 1914 
Winter patent, special stencils ... 8.20@8.30 ith. Mita. ce come 355,395 353,045 352,435 
Ee WE 6.5 0. 8'v 00074 $6 0h00' 8.05 @8.15 Feb. 3... 228,995 372,620 347.565 354.955 
Winter straight Sh vegioevervevesee 7.45 @7.70 Jan. 27.... 200,905 374,030 398.570 354,515 
Winter first clear ............++ Hest bye Jan. 20.... 274,690 368,900 380,645 337.655 
Hare Rs om otek’ Ray 4 Sees 8.65 @8.80 Weekly foreign fiour shipments of Minne- 
Hard winter first clear ........_- 7.75@8.00 Polis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 
Rye flour, pure and blended...... 7.00@7.75 1917 1916 1915 1914 
MILLFEED—Generally higher, but in he » ie * faze Be crane ate 
moderate demand. Quotations, in 100-Ib Feb. 3... 8 ses ase 62.645 28'ha5 
sacks, per ton: spring bran, $35@35.50; Jan. 27.... , 16, , 8 
Jan. 20.... 20,045 15,810 22,745 25,645 


spring middlings, $35.50@36; soft winter 
bran, $35.50@36; soft winter middlings, 
$36.50 @37.50. 

WHEAT—Declined 10%c, with movement 
and demand fair. Receipts, 848,456 bus; ex- 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 


ports, 731,228; stock, 1,503,342. - hae ape Week Ca 
prices: No. 2 red, spot and ebruary, } ~ 

4 . end- No. pac- -—Output—, 7-Exports— 
$1.79%; No. 2 red western, 4¢ higher - for ing milis ‘ity 1916 1915 1916 1916 


the same deliveries, Dec. 16. 66 55,550 195,295 217,760 7,010 8,575 
CORN—Down 4% @7c, with demand and Dec. 23. 66 55,550 136,555 259,310 10,505 3.040 
movement good. Receipts, 807,229 bus; ex- . Dec. 30. 64 54,700 109,095 237,635 1,825 2,570 
Ports, 847,251; stock, 608,583. Closing prices: 191 1916 1917 1916 
contract spot, $1.09%; No. 3 track yellow, Jan. 6. 64 54,700 153,750 256,720 9,415 6,385 
$1.06; choice near-by yellow cob, bbl, $5.10 Jan. 13. 64 54,700 175,085 248,680 5,325 1.875 
5.15. Jan. 20. 64 53,850 179,400 229,830 2.430 7.215 
OATS—Off 1@1%c, with movement and Jan. 27. 6453500 129,060 246,190 715 4/5365 
demand improving. Receipts, 389,622 bus; Feb. 3.. 31 28,950 66,730 111,615 3,925 2,030 
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MILLFEED PRICES 
Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (Feb. 6) for prompt shipment (14 days), 
per 2,000 Ibs, in 100-Ib sacks, were reported 
as follows by brokers: 
Feb. 6 Year ago 
cher OE CO Oe $31.00@32.00 $19.50 @ 20,00 
Stand. middlings.. 31.00@ 32.00 21.00@22.00 
Flour middlings.. . 35.00 @37.00 24.00 @ 26.00 
R. dog, 140-lb jute 41.00@44.00 27.50@28.50 
The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 
Feb. 6 Year ago 
Standard bran... - $36.50@37.50 $25.00@25.50 
Stand. middlings. . 36.50@37.50 26.50@27.50 
Flour middlings... 40.50@42.50 29.50@31.50 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 416.50@49.50 33.00@34.00 


CEREAL PRICES 

Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car 
lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 _. Pore $38.50@39.00 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 38.50@39.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 39.00 @39.50 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 39.00 @39.50 
Rye feed, 2,000 Ibs, 100-1b sacks 31,00@ 32.00 


Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 5.00@ 5.10 
Corn meal, white* hd Ae Cio eace.a:6-0 5.10@ 5.20 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 7.50@ 7.60 
Rye flour, pure medium straight* 7.00@ 7.10 
Rye flour, pure dark German*.., 6.75@ 6.85 
Graham, standard, bbi* .....__ 7.60@ 7.70 
Rolled oats, Wt, WORE nck cscece 6.40@ 6.50 
Mill screenings, i 14.00@20.00 
Elevator Screenings, per ton.... 20.00 @30.00 


Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 28.00 @35.00 
Recleaned buckwheat Screenings 35.00@ 40.00 
Flaxseed screenings, ton ......, 25.00@ 35.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton - 24.00@30.00 
Oil cake, 2,000 Ibs ............. sees + @41.50 
Oil meal, 2,000 Ibs, 100-Ib sackst .....@43.00 


*Per bbl in sacks, Where not otherwise 
Stated sacks are of 49 and 98 1b cotton. 

tCar-lot prices, Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. - 

tIn sacks, 

Se eetinteeeeeeneeey 
MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 

Feb. 6.—Wheat in the Minneapolis mar- 
ket has been making history during the 
last week, Changes of 5@7c in a day were 
not unusual. Between the close on Wednes- 
day and the opening on Thursday, there was 
a drop of l4c. As evidence of the heavy 
fluctuations, the range of May and July was 
20%c and 21%c, respectively. 

The strained relations with Germany had 
the most potent influence, drops and ad- 
vances coming by turns, Reports of Pos- 
sible damage by cold weather to the grow- 
ing winter wheat gave the market some of 
its strength. Trading is restricted, and sen- 
timent as to prices is mixed. 

High and low prices for the week were: 
May, $1.80% and $1.59%; July, $1.79% and 
$1.58; September, $1.46% and $1.33%. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on Jan. 30, at the close today, No. 1 and 
No. 2 northern and May wheat were 3%e 
lower; July, 2%c lower; September, he 
lower, 

The postings on the Minneapolis exchange 
during the last week indicated abnormally 
light wheat receipts. Notwithstanding this, . 
the demand was indifferent. Wheat loaded 
in Great Northern or other line cars that 
could not be reloaded for shipment east 
of Minneapolis was slow of sale, Anything 
arriving in cars that could be used to go 
east, irrespective of quality, brought good 
prices, 

The mills evidently are drawing on pri- 
vate stocks for current requirements. Some 
has also been taken from public elevators. 
Demand for elevator Wheat, however, is 
light. Outside buyers are not interested in 
it, since no guaranty can be given as to 
time of shipment. 

Premiums are unchanged for the week, 
No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 4@ 
8e over May; No. 1 velvet chaff, 1@2ec over 
May; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, May price 
to 4c over; No. 2 velvet chaff, 2c under to 
May price; No. 3 northern, 12@1le under 
May; No. 4 wheat, 30@10c under May. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No, 2 northern and No. 3 
northern wheat: 

Jan, No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 
26... 183% @190% 180% @186% 170% @182% 
27... 178% @185\% 175% @181\% 165% @177% 
29... 175 @182 172 @178 162 @174 
30... 180% @187% 177% @183% 167% @179% 
31... 177% @184\% 174% @180% 164% @176% 


Feb 

1,... 167 @174 164 @170 164 @166 
2.... 166% @173% 163% @169% 153% @165% 
3.... 172% @179% 169% @175% 159% @171% 
ows 177% @184% 174% @180% 164% @176% 
6. - 177% @184% 174% @180% 164% @176% 
8*... 130% @135% 125% @130% 121% @127% 
ot 153% @157% 150% @155% 145% @152% 


*1916. +1915. 

Average prices of cash wheat sales at 
Minneapolis for No. 4, sample grade and 
no-grade: 
Feb. No.4-S.G. N.G. Feb. No. 4 8.G. N.G. 
31*. .14656 145% ..... 3....146% 138% ..... 
1...149% 126% ..... 5....157% 126 166% 
2...144% 130 169% 6....158% a 

*January. 

Closing prices of May and July wheat: 
Feb.s May July Sept. Feb. May July Sept. 
31*..176% 172% 142% 3....171% 169% 141% 
1...166 163% 135% 5....176% 173% 145% 
2...165% 163% 135% 6....176% 173 144% 

*January. 

DURUM WHEAT PRICES 

Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
Feb. No.1 No.2 No.3* ‘Feb. No. 1 No. 2 No. 3* 
31t..195% 191% 175% 3....193% 189% ..... 
1...186% 182% 161 5....198% 194 166% 
2...186% 182% 164% 6....1965% 192% ..... 

*Average of closing prices. tJanuary. 

COARSE GRAIN PRICES 


Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 
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range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bushel: 


Jan. Corn Oats Rye Barley 
30 96% @97% 53% @54% 139@140 89@122 
31 95% @96% 51% @52% 139@140 89@120 
Feb. 

1. 938 @94 49% @50% 135@136 85@117 
2. 93%@94% 50% @51% 135@136 %85@117 
3. 94% @95% 51% @52% 135@136 85@117 
5. 97% @98% 52% @53% %136@137 85@117 
7 96@ 97 66@ 75 


* 76% @77% 44% @44% 


*1916 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ns 
Saturday were: Feb. 5 


Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 

Wheat, bus ...... 854,920 1,614,240 1,836,780 
Flour, bbis ...... 17,081 9,910 8,631 
Millstuff, tons ... 629 1,619 976 
Corn, bus ...... « 187,200 394,680 162,000 
oo Seer es 234,960 427,810 597,120 
Barley, bus ..... 212,040 418,560 489,270 
VG, BOP os crecer 33,300 85,680 81,180 
Flaxseed, bus 67,000 124,000 43,000 
Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks 
ending Saturday were: Feb. 5 
Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 

Wheat, bus ..... 485,210 433,200 409,500 
Flour, bbis ...... 204,634 179,638 312,640 
Millstuff, tons ... 9,701 7,912 10,749 
Corm, BUR .is..ee 214,200 173,740 82,820 
Oats, bus ....... 352,800 313,500 407,750 
Barley, bus ..... 291,870 270,720 351,780 
MIO, WEP coi cece. 72,500 45,850 35,000 
Flaxseed, bus ... 2,000 20,060 11,700 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons: Feb. 5 Feb. 6 


























Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 1915 

We. 1 haré ...-. 32 25 10 9 
No. 1 northern... 96 67 444 377 
No. 2 northern.. 77 78 325 406 
WO, B ccccccvees 94 127 155 478 
Be Bev vendeceues 362 407 76 274 
Rejected ....... a06 ses 18 36 
No-grade ....... 8 3 19 18 
Sample grade... 222 260 20 17 
Totals, spring. 891 967 1,067 1,615 
Hard winter ... 174 120 175 162 
Macaroni ....... 126 102 36 48 
BEIMOE..060 0a cece 148 128 62 45 
Western ........ 50 32 26 3 
Totals 200. sses 1,389 1,349 1,366 1,873 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 








ted): Feb. 5 Feb. 6 
Jan. 27 1916 1915 

No. 1 hard ..... 527 663 164 
No. 1 northern. .1,8 1,911 4,604 4,489 
No. 2 northern. .2,292 2,320 2,914 4,787 
Other grades....7, 7,664 5,346 6,879 
Totals .......12,386 12,423 13,527 13,319 
BR TERE cccceses 19,887 19,9087 ..s2e ceoce 
BO SEBS aca nces 30,486 B3O,1GT .cqce corer 
Em FOES: ccsvees 15,664 15,366 ....6. «weoee 


COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 
Feb. 5 Feb. 6 Feb. 7 


Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 1915 1914 
Comm «+0. 202 95 941 321 
Oats ...7,004 7,056 3,236 4,314 2,521 
Barley ..1,017 1,016 522 670 1,164 
Rye .... 662 562 533 192 668 
Flaxseed. 513 516 253 292 181 





Weekly Flour Exports 


York, Feb. 6.—(Special Telegram)— 
given in barrels, from all 


New 
Exports of flour, 








Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks end- 
ing on following dates, were: Feb. 5 Feb. 6 

Destination— Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 1915 
RsOMGOM ccc cece 7,000 11,000 8,000 18,114 
Liverpool ...... 9,000 3,000 13,379 29,755 
Glasgow 18,000 16,000 75,569 5,475 
PPA ae GOee veusl overs 
ED. thea iededes) 60sbe. wae i. MTree 
PE. bess e od 4,000 2,000 1,000 cee 
Ree ae Pee ee ee 44,042 ..... 
France ........ 29,000 53,000 162,827 19,065 
PPT eT ey ae ee 11,000 
AUOROREGM oncn Koaee etsce coese 4,500 
Rotterdam 10,000 18,000 1,286 49,754 
Re 10,000 ..... 7,857 250 
SOG. 2.5 septe . adawe 16,1 1,715 
BEG civcccas wéuse GOCE 5 state. 43060 
Norway, Sweden 22,000 ..... 31,212 13,485 
GOGSCR cccctccs sened saves tenes 5,293 
oo oe 12,000 21,000 29,475 1,946 
ae are 5,989 3,796 
San Domingo -» 1,000 1,000 3,188 2,056 
Other W. L’s. 19,000 39,000 18,252 20,470 
Cen. America.. 10,000 17,000 11,140 5,072 
Brazil ......... $000 3. aces 29,624 ..... 
Other & A...5. 9,000 000 «66,986 7,660 
me Wee BRROCIUR. 2 cias  esece a¥bee 100 
GES ska icce eeens 1,000 7,107 3,365 

Bota cccccse 167,000 198,000 480,480 202,871 





World’s Grain Shipments 


World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’'s omitted): 





Feb. 5 Feb. 6 
Wheat— Feb. 3 Jan. 27 1916 1915 
America ..... 7,102 6,390 11,920 12,149 
BOE. Scis bade 656 440 a, 128 
Argentina 1,721 2,417 1,032 1,972 
Australia 1,600 1,186 752 eae 
OURO cscecce 136 96 156 74 
Tots., whéat 11,215 10,529 13,860 14,323 
CH. xnkeus ead 3,153 2,789 3,810 see 
On passage— 
MUMEEE cc éeevs disee” week 42,544 43,432 
REE, ncsavgtss Seeds) wae 19,219 25,288 





The American Malting Co. reports, for 
the quarter ended Nov. 30, net earnings 
of $226,394, which is at the rate of 10y, 
per cent per annum on the preferred 
stock, as compared with actual earnings 
for the previous year of 4%, per cent. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Flaxseed and Products 

No business is being done by western lin- 
seed mills in oil cake for export. Shipping 
conditions are such that linseed mills do 
not care to offer it. Quotations are not 
available, though exporters on the seaboard 
are understood to be bidding $46 per 2,000 
lbs, f.0.b. New York. This would be equiva- 
lent to about $41.50, Minneapolis. . 

A fair business is reported in linseed oil 
meal for prompt shipment, but linseed mills, 
like all other industries, are handicapped by 
the shortage in railroad equipment. Quota- 
tions are nominal at $43 ton, in car lots, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, though it is reported that 
meal has been offered in Iowa at 50c ton 
less. 

Raw linseed oil is quoted at 01@ 
lon, car lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

* * 


92c gal- 


Daily closing prices per bushel of No. 1 
flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 

-—Mpls—7. -— Duluth———, 

Track Toarr. Track May July 





Jan. 30....$2.90% 2.90% 2.90% 2.92% 2.94% 
Jan, 31.... 2.90% 2.90% 2.90% 2, —" 2.93% 
Feb. 1..... 2.85 2.85 2.85 2.8 2.87% 
Feb. 2..... 2.80 2.80 2.79 2. 81 2.82 

Feb. 3..... 2.80 2.80 2.78% 2.81 2.81% 
Feb. 5..... 2.82% 2.82% 2.81 2.83% 2.83% 


Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

-— Receipts——, ——In store——, 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
Minneapolis 67 43 106 513 253 292 
Duluth..... 50 34 65 1,398 1,467 460 

Totals.... 117 77 171 1,911 1,720 752 

Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at 
Minneapolis and Duluth, Sept. 1, 1916, to 























Feb. 3, 1917, were, in bus (000’s omitted): 
-—Receipts—, —Shipments—, 
1916-17 1915- 16 1916-17 1915-16 
Minneapolis 5,983 4,134 153 696 
DUIUER occ ccce 6,521 4,428 6,171 3,812 
Totals....... 12,504 8,562 6,324 4,508 





Closing Wheat Prices 

Closing prices of May, July, 

and cash wheat at points named, 

day of the week, per bushel, were: 
MAY WHEAT 

Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

30 31 1 2 3 


September 
on each 


Mon 
5 


Mpls. 179% 176% 166 165% 171% 176% 
Duluth 179% 175% 165% 165% 171% 176% 
Chicago 175% 171% 163% 160% 167% 174 
St. Louis. .175% 171% 163% 158% 168 174 
Kans, City.172% 168% 160% 161 167 172% 
Winnipeg 175% 172% 162% 163% 169% 173% 
JULY WHEAT 
See 175% 172% 163% 163% 169% 173% 
Duluth ...175% 171% 163% 162% 169 172% 
Chicago ..149% 1465 141% 143% 147% 149 
St. Louis..146% 144 138 139 145 146% 


Kans, City.1455% 143 137 140% 144% 146 


Winnipeg 1725 169% 161 161% 168% 172% 
SEPTEMBER WHEAT 

Mpls. ..... 1456 142% 185% 135% 141% 145% 

Chicago 


-138% 136% 131% 133% 137% ey | 
Kans, City.135% 132% 128% 129% ..... 135% 


Winnipeg 141% 138% 132% 134% 139% 140% 
CASH WHEAT 
Mpls. *t -184% 1805 170% 169% 176% 181 
Duluth*t .181% 177% 167% 167% 173% 178% 
Chicago*t 181% 182 169% 171%170...... 
St. Louist— 
2 hard ..182% 183% 174 174. ..... 178% 
2 red ...183 187 Goaee ATL .2 00 18 
Kans, Cityt— 
$3 hard ..177 i777 i674 170 ....- 171 
2 red ...176% 176% 167 168 ..... 170 
Milw’kee*t.181 180% 169 171 172%175% 
Toledo— 
2 red ...183% 180 172 170. ..... 184 
Winnip’ g* 170% 166% 157% 158% 164% 168% 
*No. 1 northern, tAverage of closing 
prices. {No quotations. 





Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 

Feb. 5.—For the week, corn was fairly 
active and steady. That in eastern cars 
was in best demand. ‘No. 3 yellow closed 
today at 97% @98%c bu; other grades, 90 
@97c. 

Oats in eastern cars were in good demand 
most of the week, but the past two days 
offerings have been light and market was 
quiet. Closing prices today: No. 3 white, 
52% @53%c bu; No. 4 white, 50% @51\c. 

Rye was in fair demand. Millers took 
most of the light offerings; shippers were 
also in the market on a few days. No. 2 
closed at $1.36@1.37 bu today. 

Barley in cars that could be shipped east 
only was in demand. Today, offerings were 
very light and market was featureless. 
Closing range, 85c@$1.17 bu. 





London Exchange at Minneapolis 


London exchange at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 
Sight 3-day 60-day 
Jan. ar ty 04.15% OA $4.71% 
Feb. 1.. 4.757 -@4.755-16 4.71% 
Feb. 2 4.75 11-16 O41 16% 4.71% 
Feb, 3 4.75 4.75% @4.753-16 4.71% 
Feb. 5 4.756 @4.75% 4.71% 
Feb. 6.. 4.756 -@4.75% 4.71% 
Three-day guilders were quoted today 


(Feb. 6) at 40%. 


Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 
r-—Mpis—, -—Duluth—, Winnipeg 
1916 





1917 1916 1917 1916 1917 
Jan. 31.... 241 261 16 43 370 61 
yom. t..... 88 378 33 44 305 179 
Feb. 2.... 7* 196 8 60 272 262 
Feb. 3..... 8 278 12 32 486266 7¢é 
Feb. 5..... 57 5612 8 37 224 121 
Feb. 6..... 28 30 14 83 277 313 





430 1,539 91 299 














Totals. . 1,714 1,002 





OCEAN RATES 


Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, in cents per 100 Ibs: 








co From ‘ 
Phila- 
Bos- Balti- del- 
To— ton more — 
Aberdeen x ewes ‘ 
Amsterdam . . 228. 00 
Bristol .... ° , ecco cece cece 
COPE iccccccccs . ee seve cece 
Christiania . +--+ 177.00 176.00 
Copenhagen 175.00 ++ 177.00 176.00 
Co ee 75.00 . oene @ee0 
GOD wie cece nas . 70.00 ivek 
Gothenburg 175.00 177.00 176.00 
FEAWTO wccccccese 165.00 ° aese cove 
Helsingfors ..... 181.00 183.00 182.00 
OS er 75.00 
Liverpool ....... 75.00 75. 00 15. 00 76. 00 
EMMGOR ccc vvcce 75.00 75.00 77.00 oe 
Manchester ...... come 75.00 
Marseilles ....... 131.25 +6 aeed 
Rotterdam ...... 175.00 + 227.00 
St. John’s, N: F.. 70.00 


Rate from Newport News. to "Glasgow, 7be; 
Liverpool, 75c; London, T6c. | 

The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the ‘War Clause” 
adopted by the respective steamship services. 


ALL-RAIL RATES 


All-rail rates from Minneapolis and Min- — 


nesota Transfer, in cents per 100 lbs: 
To— 








To— 
Albany ......... 25.1 Philadelphia .... 23.8 
Baltimore ...... 22.8 Philadelphia® ... 21.3 
Baltimore* .. . 3 Philadelphiat ... 21.3 
Baltimoret ..... 0.3 Pittsburgh ...... 19.0 
Binghamton ... * 33. 8 Portland ........ 27.8 
Boston .....6e+5 27.8 Portland® ....... 22.3 
Boston* ..... 22.3 Punxsutawney .. 22.8 
Bostont avveee ‘23. 3 Quebec ......... 32.8 
BUENO 6c ccccces 19.0 Richfield Springs 25.1 
Corning .......-. 22.8 Rochester ...... 22.8 
Elmira .......++. 22.8 Rockland ....... 27.8 
Erie . ecccees 19.0 Schenectady cove Seek 
Hornell ........++ 22.8 Scranton ....... 23.8 
[thaca ..... oe++- 22.8 Stanstead ....... 27.8 
Montreal ....... 27.8 Syracuse ...... +. 22.8 
Mount Morris ... 22.8 Troy ......++++. 26.1 
Newport News*. 20.3 Utica .... - 24.1 
New York ...... 25.8 Wayland ....... 22.8 
New York* ..... 22.3 Chicago (local).. 10.0 
New Yorkt ..... 23.3 Wilkes-Barre ... 23.8 


Ogdensburg ..... 27.8 

*Applies on flour for export only. tExport 
shipment of grain products (except flour), 
including bran, oil cake, malt sprouts, etc. 


WHEAT RATES FROM CANADA 
Following are rates in cents per 100 Ibs 
made on wheat by the Canadian Pacific in 
conjunction with the Great Northern and 
Soo roads, from points in western Canada 


to Duluth, Minneapolis and Minnesota 
Transfer: 

From— From— 
BrGRGOR 2. ccccces 13 Portage la Prairie . 
Moose Jaw ...... 18 Broadview ....... 
Medicine Hat..... 22 Swift Current . 20 
COMBREP cccccccccs 24 Saskatoon ....... 22 
Edmonton ....... 25 Outlook .......... 22 
Winnipeg ....... © BB TROT ce cccccccce 15 
Rapid City ..... © 14 Comtte ..cccscccee 25 
Lethbridge ...... 23 Red Deer ........ 25 
Coronation ...... . 26 


Oats and barley take the same rate as 
wheat, while flaxseed is 1c higher. 


Export all-rail fates on flour from Minne- 
apolis, in cents per 100 Ibs: 
Through -—Proportionals to—, 


To— rate Chicago* Eastt 
Boston ........ 22.3 7.6 14.8 
New York ..... 22.3 7.5 14.8 
Philadelphia ... 21.3 7.5 13.8 
Baltimore ..... oy 7.5 12.8 
Norfolk ........ 0.3 7.6 12.8 

*Minneapolis to Chicago. tFrom Chicago 
east. 


SOUTHERN FLOUR RATES 
Freight rates on flour in sacks, cents per 


100 Ibs, from Minneapolis and Chicago to 
the southern points named: 

To— Chicago Mpls 
Jacksonville ...........+.+. 9.4 39.0 
DG Unie Cnbeves tre cookeed 33.4 43.0 
oo we eee 17.5 27.5 
BEER, coc ccciccccccns 29.4 39.0 
OEOE ED oc dsetvdiiedace 29.4 39.0 
DE SOC a veccivconeseebeases 29.4 39.0 
DT debs ccestopeubdops eve 17.5 27.5 
WEEE. Add Hooter seta eccveven 29.4 42.0 
ED. 0 940.060 00 6055-05-600% 31.4 41.0 
BO kop cb oseces kveer 29.4 39:0 
BUHOMD 2. crcccccccsscisecs 32.4 42.0 
PIE, 6 oc cicnicvaseuestéc 32.4 42.0 
CRRSISNON oc cicicteccer cesses 29.4 39.0 


TRANSIT RATES ON WHEAT 

A rate of 650c per 100 Ibs is in effect on 
wheat from interior eastern Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon points to Chicago, milling- 
in-transit privileges at Minneapolis, with no 
penalty. Transit rates from other points 
from which local mills can draw wheat are, 
in cents per 100 lbs; 





To— ~ 
“Minneapolis Chicago 
Gallatin Valley, Mont...... 30 87% 


Miles City, Mont. ........ - 23% 31 

Billings, Mont. ........... 28 35% 
Townsend, Mont. ......... 81 38% 
Glendive, Mont, ........... 21 28% 
Helena, Moni. ........6+++ 32 39% 
Omaha, Neb. ...........+. il 18% 
Kansas City, Mo. ......... 12 19% 


Visible supply of grain in the United 
States in bushels (000’s omitted): 
eo Feb. 3 - 
Wheat Corn Oats Rye Brly 
. Baltimore 1,574 667 303 229 528 
Boston ..... 44 163 413 85 1 
Buffalo ..... 2,037 62 1,274 128 818 
Afloat 1,067 ter Baee 76 48 
Chicago .... 3,990 3,589 19,106 263 542 
Afloat .... «Ks 269 2,239 ... - 
Wetrets cos. 492 232 258 49... 
Duluth ..... 5,890 1,262 415 464 
Galveston ... 2,223 “12 es. bieie: “cows 
Indianapolis. 271 466 613 5 
Kansas City. 8,392 348 3,586 107 ... 
Milwaukee... 1,103 187 1,290 127 360 
Afloat .... oes 203 326 ers — 
Minneapolis... 12,386 197 7,004 562 1,617 
New Orleans. 1,720 1,169 77 oe 109 
Newp. News. 36 120 10 Bln 
New York... 1,887 992 578 50 494 
Omaha ..... 1,038 1,078 1,101 9 vee 
Peoria ...... 14 165 824 
Philadelphia. 1,666 182 
St. Louis.... 1,567 295 
Toledo ...... 1,324 285 
Totals..... 48,721 10,671 
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KANSAS CITY 
Rates on flour for domestic shipment, a||- 
rail, from Kansas City to points named, in 
cents per 100 lbs: 









New York .... Scranton ....... 27.5 
Boston ... Baltimore ....., 26.5 
Philadelphia ore Washington ..... 26.5 
Pittsburgh . ° BRUGES se bG0sse. 
Albany ......- Rochester .. 
Syracuse ........ 26. Cleveland 


5 

Va. com. points.. 26.5 Louisville 

Inland rates, all-rail, on flour for export, 
Kansas City to ports named: 
Boston .....++++ 26.8 Baltimore ...... 24.8 
New York ..... - 26.8 Halifax ....... 8 
Philadelphia .... 25.8 Portland, Me.... 2638 
Virginia ports... 23.8 Montreal ....... 25.8 
St. John, N. B... 26.8 

Through foreign rates on flour may be 
arrived at by figuring above rates to At- 
lantic ports in connection with ocean rates 
quoted at the head of this department. 





DETROIT AND TOLEDO 
Rates on flour, in cents per 100 lbs, from 





Detroit, ‘ereces de and Sandusky to points 
named Reship- 
: Ex-lake Reship- ping 
Ex-lake export ping export 
New York ...... 14 12 14 12 
Boston .......+. 16 12 16 12 
Philadelphia ... 12.5 11 12 11 
Baltimore 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Richmond ...... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Norfolk ........ 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Washington, D.C. 11.5 ws 11 10 
Cumberland, Md., 4 
Meyersdale, 
Pa., Piedmont, 
WR cccces 10.5 
Albany oe beesee 13.5 13.5 
WUPOR ccc cccccses 12 oo 12 
Syracuse ....... 11.5 se 11 
Rochester ...... 11 7 11 
CHICAGO 


Rates on flour for domestic shipment, all- 
rail, from Chicago to points named, in cents 
per 100 lbs, are shown herewith: 


Baltimore ...... 14.5 Boston ......... 19.5 
Rochester ...... 14.5 Philadelphia .... 15.5 
TROY wcccccccccs 14,5 Pittsburgh ...... 9.7 
Syracuse ....... 14.6 Albany ........ 16.8 
New York ...... 17.5 

ST. LOUIS 


Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in sacks, 


in cents per 100 Ibs: 





New York ..... 20.50 Baltimore ..... 17.50 
Boston .......- 22.60 Washington ... 17.50 
Philadelphia ... 18.50 Detroit ........ 10.90 
Buffalo 14, Newport News.. 17.50 
Albany .. Richmond, Va.. 17.50 
Syracuse 17.50 Rochester ..... 17.50 
Va. com, points. 17.50 Cleveland ...... 11.90 
Scranton ...... - 18.50 Indianapolis ... 8.30 





United States Visible Grain Supply 











Jan. 27, 1917 49,659 9,882 14 4,232 
Feb. 5, 1916. 67,118 16,171 19. 573 3,05 3,506 
Feb. 6, 1915. 56,944 36,601 32,665 1,455 4,195 
Feb. 7, 1914. 59,349 16,802 28,418 1,985 5,094 
Changes for the week: Decreases—\\ hieat, 
938,000 bus; oats, 1,300,000; rye, 139,000. In- 
creases—Corn, 789,000 bus; barley, 211.00. 





Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 


The following table shows stocks o! grain 
in. store at above points for week cnding 














Feb. 2, in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Elevator— Wheat - Oats Barley Flax 
— © Serre re 4,100 2,013 295 .* 
Empire .......... 838 334 40) 250 
Consolidated ..... 1,052 343 30 152 
OMmtvi® 2 nnsicsccce 1,233 154 37 2 
Western ........-. 895 382 35 402 
ye A ee 1,323 845 93 ve 
Fort William .... 819 579 2s 00 
TROOEOFR 2c ccceccns 1,084 702 2 vee 
A BeBe. cvensasee 3,184 2,160 128 84 
Can, Northern ... 4,657 2,591 41' 163 
Horn & Co, ...... 230 146 41 140 
Government ...... 2,029 807 10/ 146 
Thunder Bay .... 656 489 65 9 
ee rere eetgae pee ; ‘ 
Tetele ..... 0.008 22,413 11,763 1,271 1,519 
Year ago ........ 22,279 8,369 1,37" 158 
Receipts ........-. 79 216 1 ” 
Shipments ....... 384 249 " 21 
Storage afloat .... 89 101 ‘ 


STOCKS BY GRADE (000’s 





Wheat— Bus Oats— - 
No. 1 hard ..... 15 No. 1c. W at 
No. 1 northern. .1,932 No. 2 C. W ee 
No. 2 northern. .3,676 No. 3 C. W 1,0e 
No. 3 northern..3,792 Ex. 1 feed 2,011 
_. eerie 3,035 Others ...... 5,541 
OeRere 2 6s. cave 9,963 76 

Total .... 11,/ 

Fetal i iiccce 22,413 
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(Continued from page 392.) > 
country is Benjamin Stockman, manager 
of the Duluth-Superior Milling Co., Du- 
luth, like himself a bachelor and a 
Scotchman. 

Apart: from his characteristic courage, 
Mr. Mackerchar was greatly admired and 
respected by his associates, and others 
who knew him, for his unfailing courtesy 
and his consideration for others. In bank- 
ing cireles he was regarded as the best 
authority on foreign exchange west of 
Chicago, and his services in this connec- 
tion were of the utmost value to the 
institution with which he had been so long 
connected and wherein he had gradually 
reached a highly important position. 

MINNESOTA INTERIOR MILL PRICES 

A common basis on which flour is being 
sold by mills at interior points in Min- 
nesota, in straight or mixed-car lots, is: 
patent, $9.20@9.30 per bbl in 98- and 49- 
lb sacks; straight, $9@9.10. For lots of 
less than one car, 20c is usually added. 

(he approximate prices at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour are $33 
@34 for bran in 100-lb sacks, $84@35 for 
shorts, and $39@40 for flour middlings. 


SPRING WHEAT MOVEMENT 


Cold and stormy weather is keeping 
farmers at home throughout the North- 
west, and wheat deliveries are practically 
nothing. Line elevator companies report 
not a single load of wheat received at 
many of their houses this week. 

In a few instances, farmers this week 
have been fairly free sellers of wheat 
previously placed in store by them. This 
is usually the case after a break in prices. 

The Union Bag & Paper Co. has de- 
clared an extra dividend of 2 per cent. 


COMPARATIVE WHEAT PRICES 
‘The attached table shows the closing 
prices of Nos. 1 and 2 northern wheat 
and May and July, in cents per bu, on 
Feb. 1, 1917, and on the corresponding 
day in 1916, and the high points in Jan- 
uary, 1917: 
co 1917 1 
Close Feb. 1 High point Feb. 3, 1916 
1 north..$1.67@1.74  *$2.00% $1.32@1.37 





2 north.. 1.64@1.70 1.97% 1.28@1.32 

May ..cce cooe @i,66 41.94% -@1.31 

July ...0e oee-@1.63% 1.85% @1.28% 
Low points on Feb. 1 were: May, $1.62 


July, $1.59. 
*Jan, 18, 1917. tJan. 8, 1917. tJan. 9, 
1917, 

LOCAL AND PERSONAL 

Guy A. Thomas, of the Washburn- 
Crosby Co., with his family, has gone 
to Palm Beach, Fla, 

The Columbia elevator at Raleigh, N. 
D., has burned. It contained 8,000 bus 
grain. Loss estimated at $21,000. 

R. S. Rayn, formerly Omaha repre- 
sentative of the Hubbard Milling Co., 
is now with the Russell-Miller Milling 
Co. 

Earl M, Palmer, western sales-manager 
for the Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato, 
Minn., conferred with the company’s 
lowa salesmen at Des Moines last week. 

William M. Regan, president of Regan 
Bros., Minneapolis bakers, and wife, last 
evening departed for Florida. After vis- 
iting St. Augustine and other points, 
they will stay at Crooked Lake. 

Cards have been received announcing 
the marriage on Jan. 24 of James Pye 
and Mayme Gertrude Maxwell. Mr. Pye 
is the western manager of the Nordyke 
& Marmon Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Both houses of the South Dakota legis- 
lature have adopted a resolution providing 
that a committee be appointed to investi- 
gate the feasibility of the state building 
and operating a terminal elevator. 

\ bill is before the Minnesota legis- 
lature, designed to increase taxes from 
one-fourth of a mill to one mill on wheat 
and flaxseed, and to one-half a mill on 
all other grain received at elevators. 

On the decline in wheat last week, 
macaroni manufacturers were active for 
durum flour. Some fair sales were made. 
However, most_mills have their product 
sold so.far ahead that. they have to re- 
striet_ bookings. 

lloward W. Adams, who has been in 
the sales department of the Washburn- 
Crosby Co. at Minneapolis, managing the 
North Star cereal mill, has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Detroit agency 
of the company. 
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The Minnesota legislature has decided 
to iivestigate the workings of the Minne- 
apolis Chamber of Commerce, the Du- 
luth Board of Trade and the Equity Co- 
operative Exchange. A committee of five 
is to be appointed: to undertake the work. 

J. J. Stephenson, who recently came to 
Minneapolis from Spokane, Wash., has 
taken a position with the Russell-Miller 
Milling Co. to represent it in North and 
South Carolina and Georgia and Florida. 
He will go to his new post the present 
week. 

A bill before the Minnesota legislature 
eo for tests of grain to determine 

read-making value, to be used in fixing 

grain grades. It also provides that the 
seller of grain be allowed value of dock- 
age, and that dockage shall not affect the 
grade. 

Roy P. Purchase, manager of the In- 
terstate Flour-& Feed Co., Omaha, was 
in Minneapolis several days last week. 
Fred Brown, formerly with the Brown 
Consolidated Milling Co., Fremont, Neb., 
and H. H. Douglas, formerly with the 
Washburn-Crosby Co., are now salesmen 
in Iowa for his eempany. 

W. M. Atkinson, president of the At- 
kinson Milling Co., Minneapolis, is at 
home gradually recovering from the seri- 
ous injury he sustained Dec. 27, from 
falling off an employee’s elevator at his 
mill. He is now able to get out doors 
and walk about to some extent, and is 
steadily improving. The most favorable 
feature is that no permanent effect will 
result. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 

Engh & Green have placed in opera- 
tion a 50-bbl mill at Alexander, N. D. 

The Antelope (Mont.) Milling Co. is 
installing a steam plant. It has a 65-bbl 
mill. 

A co-operative flour mill, of 100 bbls 
capacity, is talked of at Owatonna, Minn. 
Leonard Virtue is one of the promoters. 

August A. Moline, an operative miller, 
is now associated with W. J. Ashley in 
the operation of the Renville (Minn.) 
Roller Mills. 

The 80-bbl mill of the Wolff Milling 
Co., at Kimball, Minn., has burned. Loss 
estimated at $15,000; insurance, $4,500. 
It is thought the mill will not be rebuilt. 

George R. Alcorn, a miller who has 
been at Minneapolis for two months, has 
taken a. position with the mill at Moscow, 
Utah. Mr. Alcorn was formerly from 
the Pacific Coast. 

I. P. Schei, of Minneapolis, has been 
engaged as manager of the Britton (S. 
D.) Milling Co. Aside from running a 
flour mill of 150 bbls, it operates the 
municipal light plant. 

The strike among employees of the 
Royal Milling Co., Great Falls, Mont., 
has been called off. A compromise in 
regard to wages was agreed upon. It is 
stated that the mill will be unionized. 

August Schwachheim, manager of the 
Cascade (Mont.) Milling & Elevator Co., 
has been in Minneapolis the last 10 days 
attending the Winter Carnival at St. 
Paul and the Automobile Show in Minne- 
apolis. Mr. Schwachheim was formerly 
an operative miller of the Northwest. 


The American Flour & Cereal Mills 
Co., which has had under way for a year 
or more the project of building a 1,000- 
bbl mill in Minneapolis, has its building 
completed and part of the machinery is 
expected to arrive within the next three 
weeks for installation. The part for mak- 
ing whole-wheat flour, rye flour, pancake 
flour, rye meal and similar products will 
first be equipped, with 400 bbls capacity. 
The rye mill will come later. Thomas L. 
Clark is the president of this company. 

WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,008,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 370,000 bus, 
against 1,427,000 in 1916. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have de- 
creased 20,000 bus in three days. The 
total (Feb. 6) was about 12,366,000. bus, 
against 13,387,000 in 1916. 

Based on the close today (Feb. 6), the 
average prices paid to farmers at country 
points in the Northwest were: for No. 1 
northern, $1.62 bu; for No. 2 northern, 
$1.57; for light-weight, $1.31. 

A little Pacific Coast wheat was worked 
in Minneapolis during the week on the 


basis of 6c over May for early bart and 
marquis. Offerings, however, are light, 
and prices asked above buyers’ views. 
For Big Bend blue-stem, 4c over Minne- 
apolis May is asked. 


Canadian wheat is meeting. with good 
demand in Minneapolis, especially if it 
arrives in cars that can be reloaded with 
flour for eastern shipment. Millers bid 
20@10c under May for 50- and 52-lb 
wheat, while 46-lb wheat is offered at 40c 
under, 48-lb at 30c under and 49-lb at 
22c under. About a dozen cars arrive 
daily. 

Choice hard wheat from the Southwest 
is meeting with ready sale at Minneapolis, 
since it usually is loaded in cars that can 
be used for shipping flour and feed to the 
East. Premiums are strong at 6@9c over 
May for No. 2 hard from Kansas, at 4@ 
6c over for No. 2 from Nebraska, and 
May price to 3c over for No. 2 from 
Montana. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Quotations on cracked corn and ground 
feed have been advanced $1 ton. 


Rye flour is again quiet, though prices 
are 25c bbl lower for the week. 


Mixed feed is quoted at $36 ton, in 
100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 


Screenings are strong at the advance, 
with offerings inadequate to meet the de- 
mand. 


Rye feed is quoted on the same basis 
as bran and standard middlings, viz., $31 
@32 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis. 

No quotations have been received on 
Pacific Coast barley at Minneapolis this 
week. No. 1 blue brewing would probably 
bring $1.23@1.25 and white $1.28@1.30 
bu, but none is offered. 


It is claimed that there are probably 
200 cars loaded with millfeed in the yards 
at Minneapolis that cannot be used for 
eastern shipment. The scarcity of cars 
is curtailing millfeed shipments very 
materially. 

Choice, heavy mill oats have declined 2 
@4c bu in the last week, due largely to 
the fact that offerings are loaded in cars 
that cannot be shipped east of Minne- 
apolis. Range on mill oats today (Feb. 
6) is 32@43c bu, bulk, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 


E. B. Parsons, formerly with the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., has taken a_ position 
with the Shane Bros. & Wilson Co. at 
Minneapolis, as sales-manager of mill- 
feed. He buys for the Philadelphia 
office, and sells the product of the Gard- 
ner mill. 

The attorney of the Syracuse (N. Y.) 
Milling Co, states that it settled with 
I, S. Joseph, feed broker, Minneapolis, 
for $1,350 cash, or about 50 per cent of 
its claim. The claim was for non- 
delivery of feed under contract. Mr. 
Joseph reports having paid two or three 
notes, as they came due, given by him to 
creditors. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


On petition of carriers, a hearing will 
be held by the Iowa Railway Commis- 
sion, at Des Moines, Feb. 20, to consider 
the advisability of raising the minimum 
weight on intrastate shipments of flour 
and feed from 24,000 to 40,000 lbs, 

The Interstate Commerce Commission 
has found that the rates on wheat from 
Minneapolis to points in Michigan and 
New York, and there milled and the 
products shipped to New England, are 
unreasonably higher than the rates on 
same products from Minneapolis to New 
England direct. 


Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (Feb. 5) 
quoted, in cents per 100 Ibs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 112.3; 
Amsterdam, 198.3; Baltic basis, 197.3; 
Bristol, 97.3; Christiania, 197.3; Copen- 
hagen, 197.3; Cardiff, 97.3; Glasgow, 97.3; 
Leith, 97.3; Liverpool, 95.3; London, 97.3; 
Manchester, 95.3; Marseilles, 153.55; Rot- 
terdam, 197.3; St. John’s, N. F., 95.8. 





According to a statement made in the 
Western Australian legislative assembly, 
the State Steamship Service showed a loss 
from its inception to June 30, 1915, of 
£63,150, and an approximate loss from 
that date to June 30, 1916, of £16,850, or 
a total loss of £80,000. 
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COOPERS’ CHIPS 

For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops as follows: elm staves, 2 
cars; wire hoops, 1; total cars, 3. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
5,200 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 27,600 patent hoops ani 17,600 
wire hoops. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 


three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 


Sales—_—————_, Make 


— 
1917 1916 1915 1914 1917 
Feb. 3.. *5,225 17,900 22,770 20,945 11,110 
Jan. 27.. 6,980 27,330 21,865 22,030 10,290 
Jan. 20.. 10,915 21,530 20,730 20,455 10,520 
Jan. 13.. 11,950 21,790 20,355 21,920 13,915 
Jan. 6.. 4,365 32,185 21,465 22,455 11,430 


*These figures include 45 half-barrels, two 
half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 





stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 

Michigan elm staves, M........ $10.00 @10.50 
CO eee 9.25@ 9.50 
Basswood heading, set ........ 7% @ 8c 
Birch heading, 17%-inch, set... 7 @ti%e 
Patent hoops,:6 ft., M.......... 11.25 @11.75 
Patent hoops, 5% ft., M........ 10.50@10.75 
Birch staves, M ........... + 9.25@ 9.75 
Beech staves, M ...cccsccce 9.25@ 9.75 
Hickory hoops, M ....csccocses 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M ...... 30@ 40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... 40@ .50 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 


No. -—Barrels—, No. 1917 

shops sold made shops sold 

Feb. 3..... 2 200 650 4 2,210 
Jan. 27.... 4 1,395 2,520 5 5,280 
Jan. 20.... 4 3,800 3,870 5 4,850 
Jan, 13.... 4 3,930 2,945 4 2,660 
Jan. 6.... 4 1,795 2,660 5 7,776 


Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault and Red Wing. 





Winnipeg Wheat Movement 
Total wheat inspections and average clos- 
ing cash prices, in cents, of Nos. 1, 2 and 3 
northern at Winnipeg by months: 


1916— Cars 1 nor 2 nor 3 nor 
September 12,675 169% 158% 155% 
October... 24,463 174% 171% 166% 
November. 26,717 195% 191% 186% 
December. 20,331 175% 172% 170% 

1917— 

January... 10,339 179% 176% 172% 


WINNiPEG DAILY MOVEMENT 
Daily inspections of wheat at Winnipeg, 


and the closing prices of cash No. 1 north- 
ern and leading options, in cents, for the 
month of January, 1917: 

Cars 1 nor May July 
SOR. F% veces <a} Sheee saees - caeee 
SOR, BD iccces 941 177% 184 179% 
SOR. 8 nccecs 248 183% 189% 186% 
See “Dob ecce 441 183% 189% 185% 
Gees BD se escs 250 179% 185% 182 
GOR. C2T  scecic 303 183% 189% 186% 
St oer 486. 186% 191% 189% 
a eee 263 185 % 190% 188% 
ee. BO. isaac 373 181% 186 5% 184% 
eek, BE t cs%e 337 184% 190 187% 
em. BS ouses's 517 181% 186% 184% 
Jan. 13-14 ... 98 181% 187% 184% 
SOM: BD vccsce 557 181% 187% 184% 
TOM, 16 wscces 217 183% 189% 186% 
. SS | See 279 182 188% 185% 
i ae S50 6e0 281 184% 190 187 
SOM, BS cc ccccs 520 181 187% . 184% 
Jan, 20-21 471 180% 186% 188% 
SOR. SB ic cveccs 501 180% 186% 183% 
OOM. BS wccice 449 178% 183% 180% 
TOR. B64 .c.ese 317 179 184% 181% 
SOM BD 20000 303 179% 184% 181 
SOR BB. osacce 287 174% 179% 176 
Jan, 27-28 . 412 168% 174% 171 
SOR, BO eves 813 165% 171% 168% 
Jan. 30 ...... 370 170% 175% 172% 
; T'S Pe 305 166% 172% 169% 

*Holiday. ° 





Year’s Exports of Flour and Grain 
Following statement of breadstuffs 
ported from the United States for five calen- 
dar years (000’s omitted) is furnished by the 


ex- 


Bureau of Statistics, Department of Com- 
merce: 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 
Flour*.. 14,004 15,381 12,625 12,216 10,262 
Wheatt 154,516 205,334 173,246 99,360 61,655 
Cornt .. 49,778 45,395 15,107 44,710 30,980 
Oatst ..100,690 104,391 35,030 5,208 30,374 
Ryet - 15,111 13,015 7,834 1,979 474 
Barleyt. 21,923 26,446 18,140 12,622 8,195 
Corn meal* 386 485 319 373 417 
Oatmealt 79,213 64,978 28,179 41,188 16,598 

*Barrels. +Bushels. {Pounds. 





The insurable value of the 14 vessels 
lost on the Great Lakes last year was 
$625,000, according to the annual report 
of the Great Lakes Protective Association. 
The organization carries 25 per cent of 
the insurance on vessels owned by its 
members. Partial losses sustained by lake 
boats from collisions, strandings and simi- 
lar accidents totaled $1,056,283. 





A census of the man power of Canada 
is being taken for the purpose of meeting 
the increasing demand for all kinds of 
war supplies. It is not thought that 
labor now employed in the milling indus- 
try will be disturbed in the readjustment 
of forces which may follow the census. 
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Flour trade is at sixes and’ sevens. 
Before the extreme market effects of the 
tremendous political developments begin- 
ning Thursday, there was a materially 
better tone in the flour market. Inquiry 
was freer, and sales were in much im- 
proved volume. Some mills had excep- 
tionally good days Monday and Tues- 
day, and even on Wednesday. Some even 
reported rather good business after the 
market entered the period of violent fluc- 
tuation. 

Saturday, correspondence with buyers 
almost ceased, and both millers and cus- 
tomers seemed disposed to take time to 
get a new view of the general situation. 
Through all of the changes and uncer- 
tainties, there is, however, a growing 
feeling that trade is on the way toward 
being better, and that the only thing now 
preventing a rather satisfactory resump- 
tion of business is the great price uncer- 
tainty. Even those buyers disposed to 
speculative buying are fearful of sharp 
changes, and the hon-speculative class 
evidently sees no o¢casion for haste. 

Prices are in a wide range, and are 
almost impossible to quote with any de- 
gree of accuracy. Broadly speaking, 
they were down about 50c for the week, 
but there was, at times, a range of $1 
bbl in quotations by different mills. 

* * 

Feed is tremendously active at higher 
prices. 

KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 

The output of Kansas City mills, rep- 
resenting a weekly capacity of 71,100 
bbls, with comparisons, as reported to 
The Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pct. of 
output activity 
Last Week ...cccccsccccces 58,900 82 
Week previous .......+.e+. 60,900 85 
VOGF ABO ccscccsecsvsccees 68,000 95 
TWO years ABO ......-seeee 53,400 76 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 

The output of 67 mills in Nebraska, 

Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 

of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pct. 

Weekly output of ac- 

capacity forweek tivity 

Last week ...... 293,520 176,948 60 
Week previous... 294,120 196,461 66 
TOP BME. cicvicce 273,530 212,500 77 
Two years ago... 232,830 195,238 84 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 4,655 bbls last week, 9,256 the week 
previous, 11,956 a year ago and 20,461 
two years ago. 

Out of 67 mills reporting, five reported 
domestic, business good, 18 fair, and 44 
slow. 

PROTEST ILLINOIS RATE ADVANCE 

The Kansas City Millers’ Club and the 
Southwestern Millers’ League will jointly 
protest the advance in flour rates to cer- 
tain territory in Illinois, tariffs covering 
which were recently filed, effective Feb. 
15. W. I. Sterling, traffic manager of 
the Southwestern Milling Co., Inc., and 
C. V. Topping, secretary of the South- 
western league, will have charge of the 
case. 

The advance covers a large territory in 
central and practically all of southern 
Illinois, and is brought about by general 
cancellations of through rates from the 
Missouri River and substituting therefor 
the combination on the Mississippi River. 
In instances it amounts to several cents 
per 100 lbs, and averages from 5 to 7 
per cent of present rates. 


NEW MILL FOR ELLSWORTH 


Harry Work, president of the Ells- 
worth (Kansas) Mill & Elevator Co., 


while in town last week, announced that 
his company would shortly begin the 
preparation of plans for a new mill at 
Elisworth. It proposes to build a mod- 
ern concrete and steel type building to 
house a mill of about 1,200 bbls capacity, 
installing one 600-bbl unit immediately. 
A site for the new plant has been pur- 
chased where physical connection may be 
had with both the Union Pacific and 
Frisco railways. Concrete storage of 
about 100,000 bus capacity will be built 
in connection. 

Upon the completion of the new mill, 
some time during 1917, the present 400- 
bbl mill will be abandoned. 


NOTES 

The Nye-Schneider-Fowler Grain Co. 
will build a 500,000-bu concrete elevator 
to replace its house at Fremont, Neb., 
which burned several months ago. 

Charles M. Jackman, of the Kansas 
Milling Co., Wichita, Kansas, spent a 
day in town last week on his way home 
from a business trip and a visit to his 
mother in Ohio. 

John R. Tomlin and Charles T. Neal, 
formerly associated with the Aylsworth- 
Neal-Tomlin Grain Co., returned last 
week from a sojourn in the South and 
a visit to Cuba. Mr. Tomlin will leave 
soon, with his family, for a prolonged 
stay on the Pacific Coast. 

At Council Bluffs, Iowa, the North 
Western line has purchased a consider- 
able tract of ground adjoining other 
property owned by it, upon which it is 
proposed to build a terminal elevator of 
not less than 1,500,000-bu capacity. The 
house, when completed, will be operated 
by the Updike Elevator Co., of Omaha. 

L. E. Moses, president of the Kansas 
Flour Mills Co., returned from several 
weeks in the East, says that buyers there 
will have to come into the market for 
substantial quantities of flour before 
long. He gathered the impression that 
resale flour may carry the trade along 
for as much as 30 days, but after that 
new supplies will have to be taken on. It 
is his belief that trade will be very good 
in the spring months, and that millers 
have only to refrain from rocking the 
boat in order to assure a satisfactory 
spring milling period. 

W. B. Dunwoody, of the Brand- 
Dunwoody Milling Co., Joplin, Mo., who 
is spending several days in town, says 
that flour-buying in southern and south- 
eastern territory is exceedingly light, with 
no prospect for immediate improvement. 
In Arkansas and Texas, buyers have 
large stocks in warehouse and substan- 
tial purchases yet to come forward from 
mills. Mr. Dunwoody is, however, still 
disposed to be friendly toward future 
wheat prices, and looks for better flour 
business in the spring. He says that his 
father, John F. Dunwoody, is in rather 
indifferent health. 


WICHITA 

The flour situation in Wichita is about 
unchanged from last week, with the 
exception that mills report a few more 
inquiries, which makes them hopeful that 
the recent breaks in the market will en- 
courage buyers. The best report that 
mills can get is that flour stocks are low 
in all local markets, and buyers are 
showing a disposition to stand their 
ground until they can buy flour at lower 
than current quotations. 

Most mills are satisfied to turn out 
50 per cent of their capacity under exist- 
ing conditions, but a few report that 
they are still managing to secure enough 
orders from day to day to keep up full- 
time run. 

Range of values, as indicated by re- 
ports received from leading millers in 
southern Kansas and northern Oklahoma, 


show quotations of $8.80@9 on best Kan- 
sas hard wheat flour; straight bran, $1.65 
@1.70; mill-run bran, $1.75@1.80; gray 
shorts, $1.90@1.95,—in straight or mixed 
cars, delivered within 15c rate territory. 

Feed is in excellent demand, but on 
account of curtailment of operations, 
mills are unable to supply the demand in 
local territory. However, Texas is not 
taking very much feed from this section 
at the present time. 


NOTES 


J. H. MeNair, president of the Hal- 
stead (Kansas) Milling & Elevator Co., 
has gone to Seattle, Wash., where he 
will join his family. 

The car situation appears to be a little 
easier in this territory than last week, 
but mills are still experiencing trouble 
in getting their full quota of cars. 

The extreme cold weather which has 
been prevalent over this district the last 
48 hours is thought by some to be detri- 
mental to the growing wheat crop, owing 
to the fact that the cold wave did not 
bring with it any snow, and the wheat is 
exposed to the low temperature and high 
wind. 

Since the international situation be- 
came acute, the wheat market is virtu- 
ally at a standstill. As one grain man 
expressed it, “Rumor has the wheat mar- 
ket in its hands, and the grain men and 
the millers have no chance.” Practically 
no grain has changed hands in Wichita 
during the past two or three days, as 
no one is willing to take hold on the 
present market. 

Bruce F. Young, manager of the Bor- 
der Queen Milling Co., Caldwell, Kansas, 
was on the trading floor last week, ac- 
companied by his father, L. B. Young, 
of Hutchinson. The latter, with his 
family, is spending the winter in Cali- 
fornia, and he was in only for a few days 
on business. Bruce F. Young reports 
milling conditions at Caldwell fairly sat- 
isfactory, but that new business is very 
slow coming in. 


OKLAHOMA 


The second severe cold snap struck 
Oklahoma wheat last week and, without 
snow covering, the temperature went to 
two below zero. The ground was dry on 
top, and the best farmers asked state 
that, in past years wheat has always 
shown damage under similar conditions. 
The temperature Tuesday was 80, and 
the night was warm. Wednesday night 
it was two below, making a drop of 82 
degrees after a growing day with bright 
sun. Actual results will not be known 
until the first spring rain. 

With the break in the market, prices 
for wagon wheat to farmers declined to 
$1.50. Patent flour in the state, in 14,-bbl 
sacks, delivered, declined to $8.80. Mill- 
feed remained strong, with mill-run bran 
delivered in the state in mixed cars at 
$1.75. Trade was dull. Stocks are heavy 
with the retail and jobbing trade, and 
interest in new business was absent. On 
the other hand, shipments for January 
were nearly up to standard. Most deal- 
ers of the South allow stocks to run low 
for Jan. 1, and then order out, and this 
year was no exception. 

Wheat supplies are beginning to be 
short. The first supplies of any conse- 
quence have been ordered out from the 
north, where many of the mills have 
wheat bought to arrive. 





According to the New York Journal of 
Commerce, Japan, which has been an im- 
porter of wheat and flour from the Unit- 
ed States, is now reversing its position 
and arranging for the export of South 
Manchurian wheat to the United States. 
Contracts are already made to cover 250 
tons of this wheat, and also 300 tons of 
Japanese wheat. 





The British food comptroller has issued 
an order whereby the quantity of beer to 
be brewed beginning April 1 shall be re- 
duced 30 per cent making a 50 per cent 
reduction in a little more than a year. 
He says that it is a question of bread 
versus beer. 





It is predicted that bag manufactur- 
ers will use as many cotton goods dur- 
ing the next three months as during the 
same time a year ago, because of the dif- 
ficulty in securing jute products from 
India. 
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DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

Dv.utu, Mryn., Feb. 5.—The drop in 
wheat early last week stimulated a further 
demand for flour. Buyers showed keen 
interest. While a fair trade was done, 
the scarcity of cars and uncertainty of 
shipping restricted business. Later the 
war developments and upturn in wheat 
halted trade. On the advance and war 
aspect, buyers are disposed to go slowly. 
Mills reduced prices 25¢ bbl Saturday: 
today the uplift in wheat wiped this out. 
Instructions on old orders are good, but 
lack of cars restricted shipments. 

Export business was out of the ques- 
tion. Importers made inquiries, but mills 
were unable to offer, on account of the 
car shortage and indefinite shipping. The 
change in the standard of the war flour 
makes it difficult to quote. 

Rye flour is slow. Business is spotted, 
and sales are in small lots. Prices were 
lowered 10c bbl. 

Trade in durum flour on last week’s 
break was reported fair. Strength ani 
reaction that followed shut out buyers. 
Small buyers did most of the business. 
General disposition is to await develop- 
ments. Mills lowered prices léc bb). 
Advance today overcame this loss. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
7,555 bbls of flour, or 21 per cent of 
capacity, against 11,235 bbls, or 31 per 
cent, in the previous week, and 16,370 
bbls, or 46 per cent, a year ago. 

Millfeed is holding up in price, due in 
a measure to lack of production. 


NOTES 

Coarse grain shows slight easiness, com 
pared with a week ago. 

No. 1 northern is 2c closer to No. | 
durum. The closing difference today was 
61%c in favor of durum. 

M. A. Carleton, cerealist of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, Washington, 
D. C., was on ’change last week. 

Wheat screenings are active, buyers 
snapping up any offerings. Recent sales 
were reported at $20 ton, or somewhat 
better in a few instances, 

The Kenkel-Todd Co. brought suit 
against the Great Northern road, involy 
ing a grain shipment, the plaintiffs claim- 
ing a shortage. A jury found for de 
fendant. 

A local elevator picked up enough cars 
to.make a shipment of 20,000 bus spring 
wheat east last week. It was reported to 
be for milling account. Rail movement 
otherwise was limited to a little oats and 
flaxseed. 

Not much life was shown last week in 
the eastern milling or export demand for 
wheat. Some offers were reported at 
good prices for Canadian wheat, heli 
close to the seaboard. Embargoes anil 
car shortage are still curtailing trade. 

Cash wheat was dull last week. Busi- 
ness was in ratio with the light receipts. 
No. 1 northern, on spot or to arrive, was 
quoted unchanged at 2c over May. No. 
ruled at May price to 3c under; No. 3 at 
3@10c under May. Montana No. 2 hari 
winter closed at 2c under May. Durun 
holds firm. No. 1 track sells at May 
price; to arrive at 2c under May. No. ? 
brought 3@5c under May. 

Canadian railroads are reported dis 
couraging the routing of grain via Dulut! 
as much as possible, through holding back 
cars. Were it not for that, arrivals here 
would be considerably heavier. It is inti- 
mated that growers of western Canada 
are showing increased anxiety to marke! 
their remaining grain. The prohibition 
against blending wheat in the hospital 
elevators at Fort William and _ Por! 
Arthur is bringing a quantity of low- 
grade stuff to Duluth. In the receipts is 
some good grain. 

F. G. Cartson. 





At Rome has been published a govern 
ment decree, according to which the aboli 
tion of the import duty on wheat ani 
other cereals, flour and semolina, wil! 
remain in force up to June 30, 1917. 





Net earnings of the International Mer 
cantile Marine Co, in the year ended i) 
December are estimated to approximate 
$40,000,000, after deducting the war tax 





The Denver. Grain Exchange has dis- 
continued publishing quotations of wheat. 
owing to the unsettled conditions follow- 
ing the German note. 
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The flour market continues quiet, and 
will until importers and flour handlers 
know where they are at. Apart from the 
heavy handicap imposed by the high 
prices asked by American and Canadian 
millers and by lack of tonnage, the flour 
trade is in a most difficult position be- 
cause of lack of definite information as 
to how it is affected by the new regula- 
tion. : 

It seems obvious that flour importers 
should be represented on the Royal Com- 
mission on Wheat Supplies. Last week, 
reference was made to the strange action 
of the food controller in rescinding a 
concession issued from official sources the 
day before. It is understood that a few 
special licenses have been granted for the 
sale of white flour, presumably for the 
quicker liquidation of the stock, for, as 
far as is known, the authorities are not 
relieving importers and other holders as 
promised. 

It is believed that the stock of wheat 
at the disposal of the authorities is larger 
than usually imagined, and that as soon 
as free wheat (that is, wheat not under 
the control of the commission, which is all 
but exhausted) has run out, the commis- 
sion will be selling at easier prices. 

Others hold that wheat in this country 
is not too abundant, and anticipate that 
England will be put on an 80 per cent 
flour later on, or, instead of lengthening 
the percentage, bakers will be allowed to 
sell bread made of a mixture of wheat 
and corn or oats. This latter expedient 
is not unlikely, seeing that the advisory 
committee gave it as its opinion last 
November that all the yield of wheat 
above 75 per cent was practically useless 
for human nutriment. 

Offers of regulation milled flour from 
Canadian and United States mills are 
scarce, but a little business is said to 
have passed in Kansans at 55s 3d_ cif. 
One difficulty in dealing with transatlantic 
mills is the uncertainty as to how the 
flour will stand in regard to color, though 
some samples received from the other 
side show up pretty well on this score. 
Australian millers are offering 76 per 
cent flour, but the freight difficulty is in 
the way of business. 

London mills are asking 59s for their 
flour, delivered, and country mills 56s@ 
56s 6d, ex-rail London, if milled from 
English wheats, and 57s@57s 6d if milled 
from a mixture of strong over-sea wheat. 
The lack of American clears fs much 
missed by the country miller in this sea- 
son of weathered wheat. 


LOW-GRADES AND RED DOG 


There is a big demand here for low- 
grades and red dog, but prompt shipment 
Seems difficult under present conditions. 
Minneapolis’ low-grade is being’ offered 
here at 48s, ex-store, per 280 lbs, 


MILLFEED 


Bran has hardened a little on the week, 
being held today at £14 10s per ton, 
while coarse middlings are worth £15. 


OATMEAL 


Oatmeal is still rising, Aberdeen having 
advanced 1s on the week to 33s 6d per 
112 lbs, and Midlothian to 35s. American 
Oatmeal, coarse, medium and fine, is 


offered at an advance of £1, viz., at £30 
per ton. 
ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 
Entries of foreign flour into London 
for two weeks, with the respective coun- 
tries of origin, in sacks of 280 lbs: 
Jan. 5 Dec, 29 








CRRAEE.. 6 a0bsaadeecusenseeee 12,750 3,000 
EME. ci ea scacdertsosenes 6,539 5,818 
Onited: States 2c viscccccacss 3,661 5,858 
6a. FLOODS 6.4.4 56. be 3 ORD 320 3,936 

arene? eeeee eer YT 23,270 18,612 


Average receipts for four weeks ending: 
Jan.5 Dec. 8 Nov. 10 


Foreign wheat* ...... 84,699 77,819 91,237 
British wheatft ...... 1,898 1,907 2,269 
Foreign flourt ....... 18,788 10,979 25,956 
Foreign and British 
MOOFE ccicccscrcces 35,032 33,9438 47,504 
*Qrs (480 lbs). fQrs (504 lbs). {Sacks 
(280 Ibs). 


THE MONEY SITUATION 


There is a superabundance of money 
on the market at present, owing to the 
sale of treasury bills at the Bank of Eng- 
land having been stopped in preparation 
for the new war loan. Large applications 
were made for treasury bills last week in 
anticipation of their issue being discon- 
tinued, and money was accordingly in 
very active demand, but now it is practi- 
cally unlendable. - Loans for the day are 
obtainable at 314@41%, per cent, and 
seven-day loans at 43,@5. 

In the discount market, during the 
week, some Russian bills have been placed 
at 5 9-16 per cent, but general discount 
business has been almost nil. The bank 
rate remains at 6 per cent, but there is 
talk of a probable reduction this week in 
view of facilitating subscriptions to the 
new loan. Bank bills are offered at 51, 
@5 9-16 per cent and trade bills at 5%, 
@6Y,. 

The prospectus of the new loan is to be 
issued on Friday, Jan. 12, and on Jan. 11 
the prime minister is to address a meet- 
ing in the city in its support. It is ex- 
pected that the loan will prove very pop- 
ular, and the interest in it is already 
strong, for it has leaked out that it will 
produce something like 514 per cent. 


GOVERNMENT TO CONTROL CORN 


The Commission on Wheat Supplies 
has announced that in future the supplies 
of corn already arrived and entering the 
United Kingdom will be subject to gov- 
ernment control on similar lines to wheat. 


MAXIMUM PRICES FIXED 


The food controller has announced 
that, after consultation with the agricul- 
tural departments of Great Britain and 
Ireland, he has fixed the following prices 
to the growers for wheat, oats and potatoes 
of the 1917 crops: wheat, 60s per qr of 
504 lbs; oats, 38s 6d per qr of 336 lbs; 
potatoes, 115@130s per ton of 2,240 Ibs. 

The price of potatoes will vary accord- 
ing to the season of the year. The prices 
in each case are for produce of first qual- 
ity, delivered as required, in sound, mar- 
ketable condition. It is also stated that 
further announcements will be made re- 
specting seed grain and seed potatoes for 
use in 1918, and early potatoes for the 
1917 crop. 


SCHEME FOR RAISING OATS 


A portion of Salisbury Plain is being 
plowed up in order to grow oats for the 
army. Salisbury Plain in appearance is 
very similar to western en lands, and 
as it contains practically no trees, can 
easily be converted into arable land. The 
soil is not particularly rich, and the land 
has hitherto been used for grazing pur- 
poses. 

The idea of plowing up part of the plain 
is the commencement of a scheme on the 
part of the government for converting a 
considerable area of the pasture lands of 
England into arable lands in order to 


increase the supply of homegrown food- 
stuffs. The government is making every 
effort to make the scheme a success. It 
is understood that large orders for motor 
plows have been placed, many of them 
abroad, for prompt delivery. 

It is also understood that German 
prisoners will be utilized for supplying 
labor in various districts, and efforts are 
being made to furnish sufficient quanti- 
ties of fertilizers at reduced prices. Ar- 
rangements are being made to form an 
agricultural organizing committee in each 
county, the duty of which will be to in- 
crease the supply of foodstuffs, and en- 
courage the keeping of pigs and poultry 
by cottagers and others. 


GOVERNMENT SAMPLES ARRIVE 

After a delay of about three weeks, the 
government type samples in connection 
with imported flour have at last arrived 
‘in London and other markets, and have 
been distributed to flour-importing firms. 
Importers have sent a number of their 
connections duplicates of the samples, so 
by now American and Canadian export- 
ing millers are in a position to know the 
kind of flour that will be admissible. 

No. 1 sample, known as the Glasgow 
standard, will govern imported flours 
made from North American spring wheat; 
No. 2 sample represents flours made 
from blended wheats or any other wheat 
than that of North American spring. 
Imported flour must not be whiter in color 
than these samples, but all flours that are 
darker may be brought in. 


THE CANADIAN DELEGATES 


As announced previously, W. W. 
Hutchison, of the Lake of the Woods 
Milling Co., Ltd., and Thomas William- 
son, of the St. Lawrence Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd., Montreal, have come over in an 
advisory capacity with Sir George Foster, 
the Canadian minister of commerce, in 
order to endeavor to adjust the situation 
regarding the discrimination in favor of 
wheat as against flour coming from Can- 
ada. As yet no definite action has been 
taken by Sir George Foster, as he does 
not wish to take the matter up with the 
government until he is in full possession 
of all facts regarding the questions at 
issue. 

There is no doubt whatever that the 
Canadian exporting millers are not re- 
ceiving fair treatment, and that their 
raw material in the shape of wheat is 
being taken from them for the benefit of 
British millers. The present situation 
must be most exasperating to the Cana- 
dian milling trade, and it is not surpris- 
ing that they should have induced their 
minister of commerce to come over in 
order to attempt to remedy matters be- 
fore their export trade is entirely killed. 
As the Canadian milling industry is such 
an important one, it is more than prob- 
able that Sir George Foster will be able 
to bring about drastic changes in connec- 
tion with freight rates on wheat and flour. 

At the present time the British miller 
has practically a monopoly of the flour 
trade, as he is not only securing his wheat 
at advantageous prices but is making 
unheard-of profits on his offals, as prac- 
tically no foreign offals are being im- 
ported, owing to the scarcity of freight 
room, which factors enable him to under- 
quote foreign offers. Owing to the short- 
age of freight room, on account of all 
available space being given to wheat, for- 
eign offers are practically nonexistent. 
The British miller, therefore, has but little 
competition to meet. 

Since the government took over the 
control of wheat and flour supplies, it 
would seem that everything possible has 
been done to decrease the supplies of for- 
eign flour rather than to increase them. 
This, however, is not surprising when one 
takes into consideration the fact that the 


government, as regards flour, largely de- 
pends upon a committee of British millers 
for advice. Such advice naturally tends 
toward the importation of wheat instead 
of flour. 

No one doubts the patriotism of the 
British miller, but his patriotism is not 
sufficient to cause him to place his own 
interests in the background and consider 
the food requirements of his country first. 
It is well known that, since the govern- 
ment took over the control of flour, Brit- 
ish millers have brought great pressure 
to bear to make the importation of flour 
as difficult as possible, but their efforts 
have not been altogether successful, thanks 
to the work done by the importers through 
the National Flour Importers’ Associa- 
tion and the London Flour Trade Asso- 
ciation. : 

The Canadian milling representatives 
now in London are determined not to 
return home until the milling interests 
of Canada receive fairer treatment than 
at present. 


FLOUR SCARCE IN SWEDEN AND DENMARK 

In consequence of the continued rise in 
the price of flour and bread in Sweden 
and Denmark,.the former country has 
decided to requisition the whole of the 
grain supplies of the country and to 
make better arrangements for the impor- 
tation of wheat and flour. In Denmark 
the question of issuing bread cards is 
being discussed, and the government is 
having some of the large bakers experi- 
ment with flours made from various grains 
for bread purposes. 


AMERICAN FLOUR IN FRANCE 


The Journal de la Meunerie, a leading 
French milling trade paper, has written 
an open letter to the French minister of 
commerce pointing out that the French 
baking and consumptive trade show a 
preference for American and Canadian 
flour in place of the regulation 80 per 
cent flour that the French millers have to 
supply. 

The letter states that bakers lose their 
trade if they use the French product, as 
their customers demand a white loaf such 
as only can be made from imported 
American and Canadian flour, and that 
French millers have in some instances 
been asked to take back their deliveries. 
A further grievance is that the French 
government offers Canadian flour at a 
price which works out cheaper to the con- 
sumer than French regulation flour. 


LIVERPOOL, JAN. 7 


The flour market lacks vitality, and not 
enough is doing to really test actual sell- 
ing values, quotations remaining practi- 
cally unchanged. The new regulation 
straights are offered at 58s@58s 6d per 
280 lbs, and a moderate consumptive 
trade is reported. Export grades from 
America are offered to arrive at 61@62s 
per 280 lbs ex-quay, but buyers are shy 
of dealing in these before testing their 
quality and being assured that they con- 
form to the prescribed standard. 

American and Canadian spring and 
winter wheat millers have further raised 
their limits for the new regulation flour, 
which checks all fresh business. For 
Minneapolis flours 63s c.i.f. is asked, for’ 
Canadian springs 58@59s, for winters 
from 58s up, and for Kansans 62s, None 
have at the moment any attraction to 
buyers for shipment. 

Low-grade flours on spot and to arrive 
are held for full prices. For second bak- 
ers 48s 6d ex-quay is asked, and for red 
dog 42s 6d. These grades for shipment 
are Offered at 45s and 40s c.i.f., respec- 
tively, but*there is a pause in the inquiry 
for them. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
were 5,000 sacks, and to the United 
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Kingdom 6,000, against 97,000 the same 
week last year. 
; FROM THE TRADE 

Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: Flour 
is dull and neglected, and the high prices 
asked by American millers stop all.fresh 
business. First-hand offers of 76 per 
cent springs are at 63s c.i.f. Low-grades 
are in good demand, 45s being paid for 
Minneapolis second clear. Improved sec- 
ond clear was offered at 47s 6d, 

Red dog is dull and in poor demand. 
A parcel for shipment within 30 days was 
offering at 39s 6d c.i.f. Linseed cake is 
dull, and first-hand offers at £19 are 
much out of line. Recent arrivals have 
been difficult to sell, owing to scarcity of 
storage, slaughter prices being accepted. 
A parcel of 200 tons arrived sold at £16 
15s, and 100 tons afloat is offering at 
£17 1s 3d, war risk paid. English cakes 
are firmly held at £20 per ton. Cotton- 
seed meal is quiet, 36 per cent, December- 
January shipment, offering at £16 17s 6d. 


SCOTTISH MARKETS, JAN. 8 

New Year’s holiday influences weighed 
against business on the Scottish markets 
the past week, and general dealing has 
been more than usually restricted. Be- 


sides, the trade has not settled down to. 


the new conditions arising out of govern- 
ment control, which in the last few days 
has been extended to the buying and sell- 
ing of corn, the full extent and purpose 
of which has not been fully disclosed. 

Limited engagements have been closed 
at Glasgow in Kansas new grade at 57s 
6d@58s, and in American soft winters 
at 59s, while home millers are naming 
58s@58s 6d for their new grade. Bakers 
in some cases are carrying substantial 
quantities of the old grade white flours, 
and are naturally concerned about the 
disposal of the same. 

From today no white bread (as hither- 
to understood) is to be produced, unless 
under special permit and from flour 
bought prior to the official declaration in 
November. It is expected that this ar- 
rangement will relieve the situation, if 
given effect to in both spirit and letter, 
otherwise Scotland might be face to face 
with a shortage, for the supplies of the 
new flour coming forward are not of 
themselves sufficient to cover wants to the 
end of this month and part of February. 

The new quality of loaf is now being 
freely sold, and gives general satisfaction. 

There is complaint in the west of Scot- 
land that the Wheat Commission is not 
liberating wheat as generously .as millers 
desire, and, as it is believed, their hold- 
ings warrant. 

Last week’s imports of grain into the 
Clyde included 11,578 qrs wheat, 16,745 
sacks flour, and 14,043 qrs maize. The 
stock of wheat at the end of December 
reached 109,871 qrs, compared with 92,492 
at the end of November and 140,907 a 
year ago. Flour stood at 77,496 sacks, 
against 140,907 a year ago. 

EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 

The east of Scotland markets, Edin- 
burgh and Leith especially, have pre- 
sented few features. Regulation straight- 
grade flour is officially quoted at 61s 6d 
per 280 lbs, and best Midlothian oatmeal 
at 80s per sack of 280 lbs. 

The position of oats is causing some 
concern. The crops in Scotland and Ire- 
land have been deficient, and the year 
starts with 1,006,000 qrs less home pro- 
duction, 776,000 qrs less imports and 
370,000 qrs less on passage, a total de- 
ficiency of 2,152,000 qrs. 


IRISH MARKETS, JAN. 8 

The imports of flour into Belfast for 
the year ending Dec. 31, 1916, show an 
increase of 4,000 tons, compared with the 
year 1915. The imports of foreign flour 
have declined heavily, but a good deal of 
this deficiency has been made up by im- 
ports of English and Scotch flours. Home 
millers, however, in Belfast and the north, 
have participated in the advantage of the 
decreased imports of American flours, as 
they shared in the grinding of 26,000 tons 
more wheat, and have been hard put to 
it to supply requirements of the home 
trade. 

The Dublin-and south of Ireland fig- 
ures are not to hand yet, but will no doubt 
show similar conditions. While there has 
been no pronounced increase in the ca- 
pacity of north of Ireland millers, yet 
existing machinery has been kept at high 


pressure. The exports of flour from 
Belfast dropped from 8,000 tons to a 
little under 3,000, and have been mostly 
coastwise to other parts of Ireland. Tak- 
ing the year as a whole, it has been a 
fairly profitable one for both millers and 
dealers in flour. 

Trade in flour has been quiet during 
the last week, with the situation puzzling 
and uncertain. Some samples of Cana- 
dian new flour have come to hand. Al- 
though there is no type sample yet issued 
by the government to compare the quality 
with, yet in comparison with what Eng- 
lish and Scotch millers are making it 
looked all right. 

There have been no offers of Minne- 
apolis flours during the week and, as 
samples of new grade have not come to 
hand, business is at a standstill. 

Oklahoma samples of new-grade flour 
came to hand, but it would be unsalable, 
as it was practically wheat meal, with 
most of the bran in, and at a price of 
58s net, c.i.f. Belfast, business would be 
impossible. 

Manitoba war-grade flour was offered 
at 59s net, c.i.f. Belfast, early in the 
week, but the offers were withdrawn, ow- 
ing to the difficulty of freight room. 

There is nothing offering in American 
soft winters, owing to the difficulty of 
freight room. 

Mill offals are very firm. Last week’s 
prices are repeated, £15 per ton for broad 
white bran, with small red ranging down 
to £13. The general tone of the market 
for all classes of feedingstuffs is very 
firm, with a tendency to higher prices. 





RIGHTS UNDER F.O.B. SALES 


Amplification of Two Previous Misdelivery 
Opinions, Showing That They Do 
Not Conflict 


Misinterpretation of the writer’s re- 
cent opinion on legal liability for a .car- 
rier’s confusion of export shipments, re- 
sulting in misdelivery of inferior flour to 
an English customer (Dec. 27, 1916, The 
Northwestern Miller, page 893), leads 
a correspondent to inquire whether the 
opinion does not conflict with a view 
taken of another case in which there was 
a misdelivery of feed. 

The misunderstanding arises through 
our correspondent disconnecting the 
statement, “the misdelivery is chargeable 
to the exporter, who must look back to 
the carrier for reimbursement,” from the 
qualifying clause in the same sentence, 
“But if the exporter, by contracting for 
delivery in England, made the carriers 
his agents for the purpose of carrying 
the flour there.” 

The preceding sentence of the opinion 
is in line with the view taken in the feed 
case, it having been assumed by the 
writer, from the statement of facts in 
that case, that the feed was not sold for 
delivery f.o.b. destination: 

“If the flour was sold for delivery 
f.o.b. Minneapolis or the seaboard, the 
exporter relieved himself from liability 
by showing delivery of the contract 
grade of flour f.o.b., properly sacked and 
billed.” 

My recollection is that. our corre- 
spondent’s original inquiry did not dis- 
close the fact that the English customer 
had taken up draft with bill of lading 
attached, or other facts from which it 
could be inferred whether the contract 
of sale was for delivery in this country 
or abroad. Hence an opinion was given 
to cover either case. 

To give a clearer view of the statute 
governing cases of this kind, below is a 
statement of several underlying rules of 
law which seem to be well established: 

If there is nothing in a contract of 
sale showing a contrary understanding 
between the parties, it will be presumed 
that title was intended to pass to the 
buyer at the place of initial shipment, 
and the seller will be under no liability 
to the buyer for miscarriage in transit, 
unless attributable to improper billing, 
or other fault of the seller. 

Generally, a contract for delivery f.o.b. 
place of loading passes title to the buyer 
there, whereas an agreement by the seller 
to deliver f.o.b. destination retains title 
in the seller pending transportation, with 
incidental responsibility to the buyer for 
any default by the seller’s agent, the 
carrier. 

In the absence of express agreement 
on the place for passing of title to the 
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buyer, or other circumstances manifest- 
ing mutual intention on that 
nature of the bill. of lading will control. 

If the buyer is named as consignee, 
it will be presumed that it was under- 
stood that title would pass to him on 
the seller’s delivery of the shipment to 
the carrier. 

If the bill of lading be drawn to the 
seller’s order and attached to draft on 
the buyer, to be paid on arrival of the 
goods, there arises an equally strong pre- 
sumption that the risks of transit should 
fall on the seller. 

If the draft is payable before arrival 
of the goods, on presentation, payment 
of it and taking up of the bill of lading 
passes title to the buyer, and omy ! sub- 
sequent misdelivery of the goods by the 
carrier gives the buyer no claim against 
the seller, whether the bill of lading was 
drawn to the seller’s or~the buyer’s 
order. _A. L. H. Srreer. 





Imports and Exports by Countries 

Total values of merchandise imported 
from and exported to each of the principal 
countries during the 11 months ended 
with November, 1916, compared with the 
corresponding period of the preceding 
year, have just been made public by the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce of the Department of Commerce, 
as follows: 

11 mos ended November—, 

Imports from— 1916 1915 
Grand divisions: 

Europe ....... $574,212,649 
North America. 610,770,195 
South America. 383,821,074 


$492,178,394 
472,022,759 
288,599,443 











AO .. c v0 471,281,838 271,523,290 
Oceania .. oe 88,845,840 52,995,497 
MEPISD cvccvices 57,890,107 29,444,807 
Totals ...... $2,186,821,703 $1,606,764,190 
Principal countries: 
Aus.-Hungary.. $603,271 $5,085,096 
Belgium ...... 1,322,507 2,486,576 
France ........ $8,404,909 67,935,357 
Germany ...... 5,681,203 43,292,675 
WOU 0 bbasvaes 55,445,970 47,105,500 
Netherlands ... 39,912,376 25,501,505 
Norway ....... 6,682,129 6,496,016 
R’sia in Europe 4,395,142 2,037,101 
a WT ee 28,902,210 16,608,270 
Sweden ........ 13,350,697: 10,604,414 
Switzerland ... 20,484,455 17,985,743 
United K’gdom 279,727,143 231,192,517 
Canada ....... 213,514,062 160,576,891 
Mexico ........ 94,666,087 77,382,112 
COBB os cewesoce 234,620,173 187,489,262. 
Argentina ..... 103,781,466 84,123,283 
BUGMEE cccccece 117,780,769 106,326,957 
8) rere rr re 76,209,497 33,863,249 
CRIM <ciedives 75,226,225 46,153,293 
Br. East Indies 184,051,847 107,188,883 
Japan ......... 164,822,116 97,080,488 
Australia and 
New Zealand. 54,143,459 36,411,365 
Philippine Islds 31,443,169 20,612,619 
Serre 26,589,754 17,581,406 
Exports to— s 
Grand divisions: 
Europe ........ 3,464,518,743 2,316,985,499 
North America. 831,320,943 498,560,674 
South America. 197,501,248 129,478,981 
DEE, scccvecets 322,507,114 132,392,663 
Oceania ....... 95,831,597 86,133,604 
BSPIGE occ cccee 48,622,985 31,813,064 
Totals .......$4,960,302,630 $3,195,364,485 


Principal countries: 


Aus.-Hungary.. $61,771 $104,525 
Belgium ...... 24,490,146 20,931,367 
Denmark ..... 52,155,668 68,330,556 
France .....:0. 802,132,401 452,576,134 
Germany ..... 1,118,281 11,777,858 
GORGE secesics 32,245,487 24,583,802 
BORE cowecessce 265,537,270 247,411,431 
Netherlands ... 102,460,129 132,633,043 
Norway ....... 62,052,999 41,574,216 
R’sia in Europe 286,732,626 102,788,629 
Spain ......... 57,555,120 42,006,011 
Sweden ....... 42,013,258 78,869,465 
United K’gdom. 1,702,906,305 1,072,887,384 
Canada ....... 545,422,347 309,003,951 
Cent. America. 42,635,251 33,002,071 
Mexico ........ 48,454,278 36,573,237 
COBB. sccccocce 145,851,803 83,823,172 
Argentina ..... 69,682,12¢ 47,082,127 
PORE iwicscce 42,468,276 30,983,626 
a eer 29,463,049 16,255,498 
GRE cb biiccces 29,463,797 19,059,778 
Br. East Indies 26,982,353 18,938,952 
SOPGR cicccicee 94,342,014 40,583,938 
Russia in Asia. 144,159,043 37,306,316 
Australia and 

New Zealand. 73,943,683 60,253,367 
Philippine Islds 20,535,879 24,885,849 
British Africa. . 29,939,128 21,552,335 





The loss of public and private prop- 
erty in the European theatres of war 
represents a value of $5,985,000,000, is 
the estimate contained in a report on 
“World Trade Conditions after the Euro- 
pean War” by the National Foreign 
Trade Council submitted to the Fourth 
National Foreign Trade Convention. 
The estimate is frankly described as an 
approximation, the sources of informa- 
tion being official European government 
reports, trade and industrial journals, 
ete. 





Final official acreage of India is 
placed at 30,924,000, against 28,200,000 
acres last year. 
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February 7, 1917 
MILL EMPLOYEES BUY STOCK 


(Continued from page 388.) 
for the condition of such disability and 
for the interests of the disabled sub 
scriber. 

11. Subscribing employees whose em- 
ployment has been or may be suspended 
by reason of the temporary closing of the 
plants, and who shall continue ready and 
willing, when required, to resume their 
service, will not be deprived of the bonus 
of $5 per share per year during such sus 
pension. This need not interfere with their 
accepting employment elsewhere duriny 
such suspension. As presumptive evidenc: 
of such willingness to resume their employ 
ment, the company will accept (1) from 
the holders of fully-paid subscriptions. 
the presentation of the original certifi 
cate in December of each year, and (2) 
from the holders of partly paid subscrip 
tions, the retention by them of their sul 
scription during the preceding year. 

The above period of suspension will no‘ 
be counted as part of the time allowe: 
for the full payment of the subscriptions, 
and during such suspension monthly pay 
ments will not be required, though if « 
desired by the employee they may Ix 
continued. 

Failure to present the original certifi 
cate as provided, or the withdrawal of : 
partly paid subscription, or the failure to 
resume employment when requested, wil! 
constitute and be accepted as conclusiv: 
evidence of the termination of this en 
ployment by such employee and a r 
linquishment of all benefits referred to in 
this circular. 

In case of the death, during such su 
pension, of any such subscribing an 
continuing employee, his estate will be 
entitled to the same benefits accruing to 
his subscription as if he had died whil- 
under employment. 

12. Subscriptions will be received unti! 
March 1, 1917, and allotment will be 
made a few days later. The first deduc 
tions will be made from March salary or 
wages. The company’s dividend-payiny 
dates for common stock are March 1 ani! 
Sept. 1. It should be understood that the 
first dividend to be credited on the stock 
subscribed hereunder will be that ot 
Sept. 1, 1917. 

* * 

The Russell-Miller Milling Co. has jus! 
distributed $54,000 among its employees, 
paying all receiving under $2,800, 10 per 
cent bonus. With most of its mills in 
North Dakota, where the wheat supp|\ 
is short, it has given its employees assur- 
ance that they will receive at least half 
pay, even should enforced idleness kec) 
them out of work for more than half thie 
time. 

The company also has plans in view for 
taking care of its people in old age, » 
where they become incapacitated while in 
its service. 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 
The attached tables show the flour outp.! 
and foreign shipments and approximate co 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapo 
and Duluth; also by 65 “outside” mills wi 
a daily capacity of 55,300 bbls, from Sept. 
1916, to Jan. 27, 1917, with comparisons, 
bbis (000’s omitted): 
co Output—, -——Exports 
1916-17 1915-16 1916-17 1915 


a) 











Minneapolis ... 7,130 9,559 455 691 
Duluth-Superior 6533 740 49 8 
65 outside mills 4,048 5,911 88 153 
Totals...... 11,711 16,210 592 902 
The same mills consumed wheat in tliis 
period, in bus (000’s omitted), as follows: 
1916-17 1915 
Minneapolig .......6..seeees 32,085 43, 
Duluth-Superior ............ 2,398 3 ) 
65 outside mills ............ 18,216 26,599 
OU no vac stsovccsoveres 52,699 72, 





Year’s Exports of Grain and Grain Products 
The Bureau of Statistics, Department of 

Commerce, Washington, furnishes the 
tached statement of exports of grain a:'l 
grain products from the United States in 
December and during the 12 months end (| 
Dec. 31 (000’s omitted): 

c-December— -—Year of 

1916 1915 1916 19 


Flour, bbis..... 920 1,696 14,004 15,5°1 
Wheat, bus....14,467 12,620 154,516 205,°.! 
Corn, bus...... 2,697 2,691 49,778 §,8"5 
Oats, bus...... 7,162 6,611 100,690 104,°''1 
Rye, bus....... 1,622 830 16,111 13,0'5 
Bafley, bus.... 636- 3,683 21,923 26,1'5 


38 36 386 
3,719 79,213 64,9:* 


Corn meal, bbis 
Oatmeal, Ibs... 5,676 


The Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co. shows nt 
profits of $2,862,450 for the 11 mont!is 
ended Nov. 30 last, bringing the total su’- 

lus up to $4,670,858. After allowing 

1,426,455 for preferred dividends, t!'s 
would leave a surplus of $3,244,403. 
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Selling the Night Run 

in one of its little advertising booklets, 
the esteemed Western Union Telegraph 
Co. reproduces a 
telegram sent to 30 
buyers by a sales- 
man for a_ spring 
wheat mill. Beneath 
the reproduction is 
a line reading, 
“Thirty-seven thou- 
sand dollars’ worth 
of business from 30 
night letters.” 

How easy it must 
be to sell flour. 

Perhaps the sales- 
man was using night 
letters to sell the 
mill’s night run. 

\\'e note his wire says, “Keep this con- 
fidential.” 

I.\vidently the telegraph company’s ad- 
vertising department didn’t read_ that 

a 


part. 





Well, Why Not? - 

Dear Sir: Here is a bargain you cannot 
afford to overlook, and at the same time 
you will be helping us out in the matter. 

(hrough a mistake of our shipping 
clerk, a car of our very best, water- 
absorbing, prime dough flour was sent to 
a station near you. This flour is packed 
in new sacks branded Helt’ Breakfast, 
and is guaranteed by us to be fully up 
to the standard of its name. 

Unless we can sell this flour “as is” we 
will have to pay freight on it back to the 
mill. Meanwhile, it is on demurrage and 
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be clothed and fed and the rent and the 
coal, but it seems to me the worst of all 
is just getting enough to keep them all 
_well and strong. First it was one thing 
went without and then another, and then 
again something else. So, here of late, 
we were having mostly soup, and they 
seemed to do well on that, what with put- 
ting in some meat and whatever else was 
handy. But it was costing a lot to have it 
both for dinner and for supper, and 
having always enough to go around for 
all the hungry mouths. Each one would 
be wanting a second plate, and you may 
know their mother wanted to give it to 
them. 

“Well, at that, I finally solved the 
problem in my own way. Where before 
I made just a kettle of the soup, I now 
make the same kettle full, and then I put 
in a lot of cheap and wholesome water 


He 


a) 
[ : 


aE 
& 

until I’ve filled all three of the kettles. 
Of course, there’s only, I suppose, the 
same nourishment in the three plates I 
now give them that there was in the one 
plate they had before. But, you see, it 
takes them longer to eat it and they think 
they’re getting more. Bless their hearts, 
it pains a mother to be deceiving of them, 
but, as I say, wages is low and things are 
very, very high.” 











Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 
partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 50 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by The North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 











we want to dispose of it as quickly as 
posible so that further charges will not 
accrue, 

No matter whether or not you need 
flour right away, this car is worth buying, 
for, in order to get quick disposition, we 
will name you a price of $4.50 and give 
you until June 15, 1917, in which to make 
remittance. You need merely notify us 
that you will take the car, and then you 
can forget about it until away next June, 

think of that. 

Doubtless you have at some time or 
other bought a barrel of oil from a near- 
by station. If you have, we need say no 
more, Just get in now, before some one 
else nails this flour. 

Yours hopefully, 
Catcuem & SKINNEM. 
* 7 
Diluting the Nourishment 
lhe following simple little story is 


respectfully tendered to Grist’s corn 
products friends, with the hope that they 
will find it useful in their propaganda in 
favor of adulterating wheat flour with 
starch as a means of reducing the h. ec. 


of | 

“Well, well,” said Mrs. Hogan, “things 
seen: to be getting harder and harder, 
what with the low wages and the expense 
that’s so awful. There’s the children to 


ENERGETIC 
Shane 


WANTED—A CAPABLE, 
salesman for western territory. 
Bros. & Wilson Co., Minneapolis. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








FLOUR SALESMAN WITH 10 YEARS’ EX- 
perience will be at liberty after July 1; 
age 382, married; Pennsylvania territory 
desired; acquainted Ohio, West Virginia, 
Virginia and South Atlantic. Address 475, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





SALESMAN DESIRES POSITION AS MILL 
representative for New England territory; 
five years’ experience, large acquaintance, 
salary or commission; can guarantee large 
business; references. Address ‘Flour 
Salesman,” 5 Wolcott Street, Dorchester, 
Mass. 





AS HEAD MILLER BY MARRIED MAN 35 
years old, temperate, steady and reliable, 
not afraid to do extra work besides run- 
ning mill; wants steady place; if proven 
satisfactory, wages expected $20 a week. 
Address Dean Mortiboy, Box 247, Dan- 
bury, Iowa. 


POSITION WANTED AS FLOUR, FEED OR 
grain salesman; large acquaintance in Vir- 
ginias and other southern territory; with 
reasonably uniform product can produce 
results; temperate and reliable; references. 
Address 469,. care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 








WIDE-AWAKE, SUCCESSFUL SALESMAN, - 
age 30, experienced in New York and 
Pennsylvania, desires connection with 
northwestern or southwestern mill; wide 
acquaintance; car-lot trade specialty; 
temperate and dependable; references. 
Address 482, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


POSITION WANTED AS FLOUR SALES- 
man or sales-manager; wide experience, 
knowledge of milling and flour; possess 
valuable acquaintance; no strings on sales 
made; references. Address 479, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


407 








AS SALES-MANAGER, ASSISTANT OR 
branch office; energetic young man with 
experience and ability wants position; 
eight years with large northwestern mill 
as assistant sales-manager and smaller 
as sales-manager, handling sales, sales- 
men and travelling considerably personal- 
ly; in present position last three years. 
Address 471, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 





MILL OWNERS AND OTHERS IN NEED 
of help are advised that this paper has on 
file the names of many head and second 
millers, millwrights, engineers, packers, 
grain buyers and kindred help; also names 
of managers, sales-managers, flour sales- 
men, office men, bookkeepers, etc. Infor- 
mation and assistance toward placing 
employers in touch with competent help 
freely offered. The Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, Minn., or branch offices. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 





FOR SALE—100-BBL STEAM FLOUR 
mill, plansifter system, situated in thriv- 
ing county-seat town in central South 
Dakota; plenty of good wheat from farm- 
ers’ wagons; mill in operation; feed mill, 
elevator and coal shed in connection with 
mill; good mill, grain, coal and feed busi- 
ness. Address 483, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





ADMINISTRATOR’S SALE OF 50-BBL 
mill—To close the George Slade estate, 
_ Will receive sealed bids for the modern 
water power flouring mills and a 50-acre 
farm, separately to Feb. 20, 1917; situ- 
ated at Goodrich, Mich., in good farming 
and dairy country, on D. N. R. R; no 
opposition. Address M. A. Morrish, 1018 
Oak Street, Flint, Mich. 








MISCELLANEOUS 








A BARGAIN—COMPLBTE MACHINERY 
for 150-bbl flour mill, practically new, 
including wagon and other scales, for sale; 
engine and 80 h-p boiler; must be seen 
to be appreciated; must be disposed of 
within 60 days. D. G. Donahue, 312 

Plymouth Building, Minneapolis, Minn. 


FOR SALE. 


Being desirous to retire 
from business, the directors 
of The Alberta Milling Co., 
Ltd., Edmonton, Alberta, 
offer for sale their well ap- 
pointed and equipped mill 
and property, situated on 
lots 231-2-3-4-5 and 6. Half 
of lot 228 with spur track 
direct from the C. N. Rail- 
way yards. All in Block 2, 
Hudson’s Bay Reserve. 

The mill is equipped with 
Nordyke & Marmon ma- 
chinery; Goldie and McCul- 
loch Jerome Wheelock 250 
h-p engine; 2 boilers 16x51 
feet; electric dynamo, ete. 
One elevator 80,000 and one 
40,000 bus capacity. Flour 
house 25x160, two stories. 
Mill present capacity 350 
bbls per day, working in 
first-class condition. 

The plant was located and 
built with the view of dou- 
bling its capacity. 

D. R. FRASER, President 
9358 100a Ave., Edmonton, Alberta 








FOR SALE CHEAP, the following 
machinery, practically new: One Ameri- 
ean Blower Fan, 60in; one Howe plat- 
form scale with 60 bu hopper, double 
beam; one invincible receiving separa- 
tor, No. 7, with double fan; one Fair- 
banks gasoline engine, 8 h.-p. C. 8. Chris- 
tensen Co., Madelia, Minnesota. 











We are.large buyers of 
Purified Middlings 
It may pay you to correspond with us. 


CREAM OF WHEAT COMPANY 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 








~ Scales. 





Unhappy is the head which 
wears a crown. 


Happy is the head which 
knows every day the 
wheat received, the 
wheat ground. 


The road to happiness, 
Richardson Automatic 


The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
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HE baker looks at the Breater volume—the finer texture 





—and the better color of the loaf made of matured flour and 
says—“ZAT EES ZE LOAF.” 


Thousands of bakers are sayin’, this of bread made of matured flour. They 
note that flour matured by 


The Perfect Flour Maturing System 


produces a loaf that looks better, tastes better and /s better. As a consequence, 
they favor the miller whose flour is matured. : 


INDUSTRIAL APPLIANCE CO. 


140 W. Van Buren Street 
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